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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT 


81ST INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF 
THE THEOSOPH1CAL SOCIETY 

Adyar , December 26 , 1956 

By N. SRI RAM, President 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME 1 

SlSTFRS AND BROTMKRS. 

I have great pleasure in extending to 
each and all of you who have come to 
this 81st International Convention of the 
Thcosophical Society a very cordial wel¬ 
come. I sincerely hope you will have an 
exceedingly happy time at Adyar. a happi¬ 
ness which is pervaded by a feeling of 
peace. 

I regret that because of a physical con¬ 
dition, due to my recent illness and the 
need that still continues strictly to follow 
the doctor’s orders, I will not be able to 
greet you in person or to take part in the 
activities of the week. Nevertheless, I 
shall be present with you in spirit, and say 
so in no conventional sense. Being at the 
Headquarters all the time. I shall be really 
in the midst of all of you and will be in¬ 
formed to the necessary extent as to what 
takes place. Miss Emma Hunt, the Re¬ 
cording Secretary, Mr. Edwin Lord, the 
Treasurer. Sri Rohit Mehta, the General 
Secretary of the Indian Section, and the 
other Officers of the Society will meet you 
in my stead, and do all that is needed to 
1 Read by the Recording Secretary. 


make the Convention a success in the real 
sense. I have no doubt in my mind that 
it will go beautifully and well, like so 
many of its predecessors. 

It is not possible for me to read to you 
at this Convention an address surveying 
the work of the Society during the year. 
What I have to say on the subject will ap¬ 
pear in due course in the Annual Report, 
along with the Reports received from the 
various Sections, and also in The Theo- 
sophist. I shall refer therein to any 
special events of the year that may seem 
to me to call for notice and comment, as 
for instance the Congress of the European 
Sections, held at Baden near Vienna, Aus¬ 
tria, in September last, the lecture tours 
of Mr. Geoffrey Hodson in the United 
States, Mr. Rohit Mehta in the United 
Kingdom and Eire, Mr. M. Subramaniam 
in Indonesia, Malaya and Vict-Nam, my¬ 
self and Scflor Alfredo Puig in South and 
Central America, and the way the work is 
going forward in the various Sections. 

In the meanwhile I do not want to let 
this occasion pass without expressing my 
thanks to all my co-workers at Adyar who 
have carried on the work here so capably 
and steadily throughout the year that they 



2 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


have left me free to do what 1 specially 
wished to do, and also not to do what 1 
should otherwise do but was incapable of 
doing, whether during the recent tour or 
during my illness. It would not be right 
for me here to mention the names of only 
some, omitting others, but I will mention 
them all in the Report when I speak of 
the Adyar activities. 

I have asked Miss Hunt, the Recording 
Secretary, to deputize for me at this Con¬ 
vention and convey to you all my heart¬ 
felt greetings. 

Our Conventions, International and 
National, and all Theosophical gatherings 
everywhere arc a very real part of our 
world-wide work. They arc not merely 
for business so-called, for elections, ac¬ 
counts and so forth. Also, they are not 
for pushing forward the ideas of parti¬ 
cular people, whoever they may be. Lec¬ 
tures, discussions, social gatherings, all 
these are of value, provided they serve the 
deeper purpose of our coming to know 
each other better, of helping us to realize 
what is worth realizing concerning our 
own life and thinking, to make our lives 
beautifully simple and helpful in every 
way to all around, and to the world at 
large. 

The success of our Convention depends 
not so much on particular things done or 
left undone, although these have their 
proper significance, as on the spirit mani¬ 
fested by each one present at them, which 
should be a spirit of unalloyed brother¬ 
hood, selflessness in thought and word, 
and a longing to share with all others 
what in our hearts we may conceive or 
feel to be the highest blessing in our life. 

PRESIDENTIAL REPORT 

As I was reading the Annual Reports 
for the year 1955-56 from the General 
Secretaries, the Secretaries of the Federa¬ 
tions, and the Presidential Agents, 1 was 


struck by the following from Israel, which 
I reproduce here, because it reflects so 
beautifully the spirit which should char¬ 
acterize the attitude of Thcosophists 
everywhere. Says Mr. Hans Zeugcr, the 
Presidential Agent: 

After having learnt the very gratifying news 
indeed, that “the work of the Theosophical 
Society is onoc again active in Egypt.” we uvailed 
ourselves of the opportunity offered on the 
occasion of our Annual Meeting in Tcl-Aviv, on 
the 2nd November 1956, of sending in common 
meditation—via Adyar—our profound thoughts 
of good-will, peace and friendship to our breth¬ 
ren in Cairo, hoping that Egypt and Israel may 
soon be drawn together in a spirit of forgiving- 
ness. unity and co-operation, now that the light of 
Theosophy is shining there again in full measure. 

What docs it matter to a true Thcoso- 
phist whether he is an Israelite or an 
Egyptian, an Indian or a Pakistani? He 
should be able to view all matters from a 
standpoint which rises above these dis¬ 
tinctions. a standpoint from which what is 
good and true on every side is brought into 
a common focus. It may be thought by 
some: This is loo difficult, too much to 
ask of an ordinary human being, who 
must have his allowance of such satisfac¬ 
tions and successes, whether as an indi¬ 
vidual or as a member of a national 
group, as will give him a sense of his own 
individuality, his distinctiveness. In other 
words, to put it bluntly, his separateness, 
his egoism. 

But from the standpoint of Reality, we 
arc most individual—and this is the true 
individuality—when wc least think of our¬ 
selves. It is an individuality, a natural 
expression, in which one is just distinctive 
without being conscious of distinction, as 
the oak or date-palm is distinctive, with¬ 
out wanting to be distinguished. If Theo- 
sophists arc not going to be different from 
the masses of people in every country, 
who like to feel that they arc superior to 
all others, whether because of race, caste, 
religion, their particular philosophy, 
wealth, fashion, or what not. then we 
cannot hope for a condition radically 
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better than the present, for a new age, a 
new cycle. A new cycle will not come 
into being, in any real sense, except 
through the minds of individuals. There 
may be a co-ordination in the complicated 
process we call evolution between its 
mental, physical and physiological aspects, 
but any real change for us in the human 
stage has to come through a change of 
heart for which we ourselves arc primarily 
responsible. 

It is that change which is aimed at in 
the First Object of the Theosophical 
Society. If we arc really Brothers in 
spirit, which is more than being brothers 
by blood or by any external tic, your wel¬ 
fare must be precious to me and vice 
versa. The sole criterion for any deci¬ 
sion, for any disposition of alTairs, is the 
happiness of the people concerned. To 
realize this is to rise to a height above the 
pairs of opposites, whether in race, sex, 
caste, creed, color, or any political or 
national denomination. Especially at 
present when there are such acute con¬ 
flicts in the field of human living, the best 
service that a Thcosophist can render is 
that indicated by the First Object of the 
Society. This is done not by merely using 
the word Brotherhood but by illustrating 
in our lives, which means first in our 
thinking, the profound importance and 
meaning of a brotherly relationship with 
others, which is the only true relationship. 

The Report on the work of the English 
Section from Mrs. Alice L. Berry, who 
has succeeded Mr. C. R. Groves as Gener¬ 
al Secretary, speaks of problems facing 
our Society as a result of several other 
bodies teaching Theosophy, each along its 
own lines, and particularly the appeal of 
various psychological groups with such 
doctrines as “ dianctics.” “ Scientology,” 
and so on. It seems to me that such 
developments are inevitable because of 
the wide diffusion of Theosophical ideas 
—the very ideas which were scoffed at in 


H.P.B.’s time as so much unscientific 
nonsense—the increasing interest in psy¬ 
chological problems due to the intensifi¬ 
cation of a mental age struggling to over¬ 
pass its barriers, and the tendency of 
people everywhere to create an organiza¬ 
tion for every pet idea which they regard 
as especially their own. In this world 
market, with so many booths and stalls, 
each peddling its wares, what is our own 
particular mission? 1 use the word “ mis¬ 
sion but it is much more a commission 
or duty laid upon us. What is our 
dharma ? 

It is really for each member who is 
thoughtful to consider it carefully for 
himself. But it seems to me that the 
motto of our Society in the Samskrit 
words indicates the answer. The words 
may be translated thus: There is no dhar¬ 
ma superior to Truth. Our dharma. our 
proper function, is to express this Truth, 
which is the truth of all things, of life and 
Nature, of what is and what takes place. 
Mr. Gosta Lindstrdm. the new General 
Secretary for Sweden, says in his Report, 
that because Theosophy has so many 
different aspects they have thought it use¬ 
ful in the Swedish Section to prepare a 
booklet for enquirers expounding Theo¬ 
sophy from different points of view. This 
is an excellent idea, which brings out the 
fact that Truth, though one in its essence 
because of its being the very nature of the 
one all-pervading Spirit, is manifold in its 
expressions. 

The Second Object of the Society calls 
for all-round study in order that we may 
find the common ground for these expres¬ 
sions. The human consciousness being 
like a funnel opening inward or outward 
according to the way in which we look at 
it, there are different ways in which it un¬ 
folds at different points, and different ex¬ 
pressions of Truth. All of them, which 
make the totality of Truth, come under 
the term Theosophy. 
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Our dharma is to express the Truth, 
which is fundamentally the truth of the 
Unity, in such ways as we can and as will 
help those with whom our lot is cast, to 
sec a little more clearly into the true signi¬ 
ficance of things. This depends on life, 
on its purity and its flow, rather than on 
any self-centred attempt to advance and 
achieve something for oneself. Our aim 
in the Society is to form a nucleus of Uni¬ 
versal Brotherhood. A cell or a nucleus 
is not a mere structure, but a life. It is a 
constitution for the flow of life, of the 
forces inherent in it, and Life flows most 
beautifully, most efficiently, when it is 
perfectly related to all other lives. As I 
see it. Brotherhood means just this rela¬ 
tionship which subjectively is a certain 
understanding, a communion with all that 
lives, and more objectively, co-operation 
with others, giving rise to an increasing 
harmony. 

We do not need to compete with any 
other body. Any idea of competition 
will deflect us from our path, from that 
Truth which we should seek to express, 
unmixed with any element that seeks to 
attract by meretricious aids, by any cloak 
of authority, or by appeal to those weak¬ 
nesses in people which are the main ob¬ 
struction in them to the perception of the 
true as distinguished from the false. What 
is most needed in our Society is not more 
of such knowledge as others can give, nor 
any revelations to which there is no end, 
not anything which caters to sensation 
and curiosity, but something beyond all 
this, which is Life and Truth, realizable 
within ourselves. Psychology, as any other 
study, is good in itself, if it results in a 
better knowledge of oneself, a better guid¬ 
ance for life, but not any practice which 
strengthens the illusory psyche, the entity 
which feeds on pleasant reveries and is 
eager all the time to satisfy its ambitions. 

If, as says H. P. B. in The Key to Theo- 
sophy , Theosophy is a doctrine of pure 


altruism, the highest aim for any of us, 
as well as the only way to gain true under¬ 
standing, is selflessness in thought and 
action. In our studies, as in life, there 
arc many things that present themselves, 
and we need that understanding, that 
pure discrimination, which will enable us 
to evaluate each thing in its proper place. 

A number of Reports refer to the fact 
that there is a lack of good lecturers, es¬ 
pecially in the smaller Sections. No 
doubt there is; to some extent this can be 
remedied by one Section helping another, 
but it is not easy to produce good lecturers 
because to speak on Theosophy is not the 
same as speaking on any other subject. 

It is not possible to train anyone as a 
lecturer on Theosophy unless he knows 
what Theosophy is, not superficially by 
merely reading up the books, but by 
knowing the deep significance of what he 
can learn fiom books and what he can 
learn from life. What we may find in 
any book is but a stepping-stone to a dis¬ 
covery that we have to make for ourselves. 
It is a discovery of Law, Purpose, Organi¬ 
zation and Process on the one hand, com¬ 
mingled on the other with Life. Love, and 
every beautiful response that can be 
evoked when we arc sensitive enough to 
the contacts and the events that take 
place. 

I have no doubt that our Society is 
sufficiently well set in the right direction, 
and sufficiently strong in the devotion 
and earnestness of many of its members, 
to go forward from where we arc. ac¬ 
cording to the hopes and the plan of its 
Founders, a plan which must be more of 
a vision of possibilities than any rigid 
text incapable of addition or modifica¬ 
tion in a world that has been changing at 
a breathless and revolutionary pace. 

An important event of the year was the 
holding of the European Federation Con¬ 
gress from September 8 to September 15 
at Baden near Vienna. There were some 
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327 delegates present, coming from 21 
countries. I was there on my way back 
to Adyar from South and Central America 
and was happy to preside over the gather¬ 
ing. We were all glad to meet in Baden 
because of the fact that Austria had only 
recently gained complete freedom from 
the occupying Powers who had been in 
control since the close of the last World 
War, and the Austrian Section needed just 
the help that could be given by the Con¬ 
gress. The central theme of the Congress 
was the Rise of a New Cycle. There were 
a number of speakers, including myself, 
each dealing with it in his or her own way. 
Besides these lectures and other meetings, 
such as one to consider the work of the 
Thcosophical Research Groups in Eng¬ 
land and Holland, and another to explain 
the work of the Thcosophical Order of 
Service in Europe, there were a number 
of Discussion Groups into which the dele¬ 
gates divided themselves. The meetings 
of these Groups, of which four were con¬ 
ducted in German, two in English and 
two in French, were voted an unqualified 
success by all who took part in them. 
Each delegate, as a member of one or 
other of them, was thus an active partici¬ 
pant in the proceedings of the Congress, 
making his own contribution to it, in¬ 
stead of being only a passive listener to 
speeches, however excellent. The success 
of the Congress was due largely to the 
efforts of our Austrian workers, headed 
by Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Schlcifcr, and also 
Mr. van Disscl. the European Federation 
Secretary, and his co-workers in the 
European Federation Council and Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. James Perkins. National President 
of the Theosophical Society in America, 
speaks of 1956 as an ‘‘extraordinary 
year ’* in its annals, because of the nation¬ 
wide interest in Reincarnation roused by 
the publication of the book Bridey Mur¬ 
phy purporting to give details of a past 


incarnation of a person now living in the 
United Slates. This has resulted in many 
enquiries both at the National Head¬ 
quarters at Wheaton and at other centres 
of Theosophical activity throughout the 
country. Naturally this has called for an 
increased effort on the part of the depart¬ 
ments at Headquarters as well as the lec¬ 
turers and Lodge workers to meet the 
demand for information not only on Re¬ 
incarnation but also on other subjects 
connected with it. Mr. Perkins himself 
delivered with much success a series of 
lectures on Reincarnation in Chicago and 
later in other cities. In the United States 
the activities arc carried on on a highly 
organized basis. Besides regular lecturing 
in the different parts of the country by 
lecturers sent out from Headquarters, 
special attention is given to areas where 
cither there are no Lodges or the Lodges 
arc weak and struggling to maintain 
themselves. 1 his “ Spotlight ” activity, 
as it is called, is a concentration for the 
time being of the strength of the Section 
on a selected area. I might here mention 
that Mr. Felix Layton, who was at Adyar 
for a number of years, and Mrs. Layton 
are at present engaged in this particular 
work. The Section is also developing on 
a big scale a system of radio broadcasts, 
by which Theosophy can be carried to 
many homes which would not otherwise 
be reached. Material has been supplied 
to Lodges in 29 cities for over 657 broad¬ 
casts, and an increasing number of Lodges 
arc extending their broadcasts, we are 
told, over the entire year. Obviously, 
this method of propaganda, while it can¬ 
not entirely take the place of lectures, in¬ 
formal talks and discussions, in which 
there is direct personal contact between 
listener and speaker, is bound to assume 
increasing proportions not only in the 
United States but also in every other 
Section. Gradually we might develop a 
system of mutual help among the various 
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Sections in the matter of radio broadcasts 
as well as tape-recordings of speeches that 
can be used for Lodge programmes. 

Because of the European Federation 
Congress, there were no regional summer 
schools this year in the German and 
French regions, says Mr. van Disscl, but 
there were other summer schools, among 
them a British and Irish summer school 
at Swanwick and the summer school at 
Gammcl Praestegaard in Denmark. Such 
gatherings under one name or another— 
study camp, summer school, week-end 
retreat and so on—arc becoming in¬ 
creasingly a feature of Thcosophical work 
all over the world. 

Among the various Sections India has 
the largest membership. It has now over 
6,800 members. The year 1956 has been 
notable as being the 2.500th year after 
the passing of the Lord Buddha, and there 
have been celebrations all over the coun¬ 
try in which our Lodges and members 
have participated with very special in¬ 
terest. 

India is a country where many Lodges 
have buildings of their own in which they 
can meet and where they can maintain a 
Thcosophical Library for use by members 
and the public. Not infrequently, I 
might say in passing, the care of these 
buildings and the use to which they arc 
put create problems for the Section. 
Nevertheless, I suppose one must concede 
that it is a good thing to have grounds 
and building which can be exclusively 
used for Theosophical purposes and where 
it is possible to build up a favorable at¬ 
mosphere as well as other more tangible 
facilities for Theosophical work. For 
long. Delhi, the capital of India, had 
lacked such a centre but during the last 
year, thanks to the efforts of our members 
there, it has been possible to build a 
Lodge hall with adjoining rooms on a 
small site in one of the extensions of the 
city, and it is now ready for use. The 


foundation for it was laid by the President 
of the Republic, Sri Rajendra Prasad, in 
April 1956, at a meeting in which he 
made a highly appreciative reference to 
the work of Theosophists in India. 

It is a far cry from Delhi to Sao Paulo 
in Brazil, where thanks to the business 
capacity of the General Secretary, Seflor 
Armando Sales, and his devoted efforts, 
it has been possible for the Section to 
establish itself in premises of its ow n, con¬ 
sisting of two adjoining floors in a big 
building in the heart of the city. 1 had 
the pleasure of speaking in this place a 
number of times while I was there in 
May. 

It is not possible for me to refer here to 
each and every country where the Society 
is active; so 1 mention only some, but in 
all of them, except where the activities 
arc under suspense, that is to say in the 
totalitarian countries, the work goes on. 
thanks to those faithful members who 
carry on day by day, spreading the mes¬ 
sage as they can, and the Lodges which 
keep the Theosophical Society alive and 
alight. difTusing its radiance. 

In Germany they have had * 4 a success¬ 
ful year ”. In Indonesia the membership 
has increased appreciably. From the 
Netherlands comes the report that " pub¬ 
lic interest in Theosophy is growing ”— 
which does not mean that the number of 
members is increasing correspondingly. 
There arc many people who arc attracted 
by Theosophical ideas and even influenced 
by them, but for one reason or another do 
not think of joining the Society. I had 
unusually large audiences in South and 
Central America during the months l was 
there and those present seemed to be 
quite interested in what I had to say. 
Yet I do not expect more than a very few 
of them even to consider becoming mcm- 
bers. because of the strongly Catholic 
atmosphere in those countries. If our 
main object is to help those whom we can 
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reach by what wc say and do. wc may be 
content if this object is achieved to a 
greater or lesser extent. Those who 
want to join the ranks of the helpers, and 
share the burden of the work, will do so 
when the spirit moves them. The Society 
has grown so widely throughout the world 
that if there is some slackness in one part 
of it there is activity in others. There 
was “great activity” in Iceland, says 
Mr. Gretar Fells, who has just retired 
from the post of General Secretary after 
21 years in that office. From Venezuela, 
the youngest of the Sections, the General 
Secretary, Seflor Pablo Bonilla, sends the 
cheering report that they have had “ many 
new members ”, Similarly, Mr. Ricardo 
Michell, the new General Secretary for 
Chile, another small Section, speaks of 
public attendance in larger numbers at 
Thcosophical lectures. 

A considerable amount of good work 
is done in a number of Sections by the 
distribution of Thcosophical leaflets and 
even booklets. I referred to this last year 
but wish to mention here that in Vict- 
Nam the Section, which has only 393 
members, is distributing free of cost no 
less than 5.000 copies of At the Feet of the 
Master translated into Vietnamese and 
2,000 copies of a booklet entitled Practical 
Theosophy. 

An interesting event, which seems to 
hold much promise for the future, is the 
formation of a West African Federation 
for which the Charter was issued on 1st 
January 1956. The Federation includes 
four Lodges and five Centres, all of them 
enthusiastic and active. It has already 
held a summer school at Nkawkaw, which 
is described by the Secretary of the Fede¬ 
ration as successful “ beyond all expecta¬ 
tion ”, Evidently because of the paucity 
of experienced members in these Lodges 
and Centres, any difficult points arising 
from their studies are referred to the 
Organizing Secretary, so that he has not 


only to organize but also to instruct. 
Another Federation was formed, during 
the year, for Malaya and Singapore, with 
Dr. C. H. Ycang as the Organizing Sec¬ 
retary. It received its Charter on 1st 
October 1956. 

After a long period of Thcosophical in¬ 
activity once again a Lodge has been 
formed at Cairo in Egypt with the name 
Hikmct El Kadima, with Mr. Zaki Awad 
as President. It is to be hoped that this 
fresh beginning will prove successful, and 
the Lodge will grow into a steady move¬ 
ment. shedding on all those who come 
under its auspices the calming and har¬ 
monizing influence of the Wisdom, parti¬ 
cularly needed amidst the agitations of 
that region. 

While I was in Peru I found that the 
Section was in a somewhat disorganized 
condition due to various causes, and there 
seemed to be no way of re-establishing it 
on a proper basis. Therefore, with the 
consent of all the members whom I could 
meet, I decided to suspend the Section for 
a time, withdrawing its Charter. Though 
this was regrettable it seemed to be the 
only course to take, but I am sure there 
will be a Peruvian Section ere long, be¬ 
cause there arc so many earnest Thcoso- 
phists who highly value their membership 
of the Society. In the meanwhile the 
existing Lodges—there were only three of 
them in good standing at the time—have 
been allowed to affiliate themselves direct¬ 
ly to Adyar. 

The Thcosophical Order of Service is 
active in all the countries mentioned by 
me last year. There is much humanitarian 
and public work which cither Theoso- 
phical Lodges or individual members 
carry on apart from the Order as such. 

I was for five months away from Adyar 
during the year, mainly on a tour of the 
South and Central American Sections. I 
was accompanied on this tour by Scftor 
Alfredo Puig, Jr., of Havana, Cuba, who 
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not only translated me into Spanish with 
a readiness and accuracy which elicited 
the admiration of the audiences, parti¬ 
cularly those who knew English, but also 
helped me personally in every way possi¬ 
ble, including the obtaining of visas and 
the ordering of meals at hotels and res¬ 
taurants. We visited Puerto Rico, Vene¬ 
zuela, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, 
Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, Panama, Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Mexico. After Mexico I went on to 
“ Olcott,” the Headquarters of the Ameri¬ 
can Section, for a few days before pro¬ 
ceeding to London, Paris and Baden near 
Vienna. On the way to Puerto Rico from 
India I stopped for two days at Athens, 
and also at Paris where they had arranged 
to hold the French Section Convention 
just at that time in order that I might be 
present and meet the delegates. 

Mr. Geoffrey Hodson has made another 
extensive tour in the United States and 
Canada, arriving at San Francisco in time 
to take part in the National Conference 
of the American Section which was held 
there during the last week of November 
1955. Such a Conference has been held 
during the last two years, somewhat on 
the lines of the Annual Convention, es¬ 
pecially for the benefit of members who 
are not able to attend the Convention at 
“ Olcott,” and with a view to strengthen¬ 
ing the work in different areas far away 
from “ Olcott ”, Mr. Hodson's tour cul¬ 
minated in his participation in the Annual 
Convention and Summer School at 
“ Olcott ” in July 1956, after which he 
spent some time at “ Krotona,” Ojai, 
California, giving talks, before returning 
to New Zealand. 

During the months of April to August 
Mr. Rohit Mehta, on an invitation from 
the English Section, made a tour of a 
number of Lodges in the United Kingdom 
and Eire, and was the chief speaker at the 
English Convention held at Whitsuntide 


in London, and also at the Scottish Con¬ 
vention held in Glasgow. During his 
absence from India, Srimati Shridevi 
Mehta acted as the General Secretary for 
India. 

Mr. M. Subramaniam made a tour 
from the latter part of April till early in 
September in Indonesia. Malaya and 
Viet-Nam, visiting all important Lodges, 
and also Rangoon, Burma, on the way 
back to India. 

I might here also mention Miss Helen 
Zahara who, after completing her 1955 
tour of South and Central America, was 
requested by the Australian Section to tour 
and strengthen the work in that country. 
En route to Australia she stopped briefly 
in England and also went to Northern 
Ireland. In Australia she has been tra¬ 
velling from Lodge to Lodge, and at the 
end of this tour she will be present at the 
Diamond Jubilee of the New Zealand 
Section and then tour that country for 
three months. 

Wc have reason to be grateful to all 
these workers and others whom 1 am not 
able to mention here, for the help and 
inspiration they have carried to the areas 
visited by them. 1 have had highly ap¬ 
preciative letters from the General Sec¬ 
retaries and very many members regard¬ 
ing their work. 

At Adyar there have not been many 
changes in the staff, except that Mr. Alain 
Daniclou has given up the post of Direc¬ 
tor of the Adyar Library in order to con¬ 
centrate on some literary work, and 1 
appointed Miss Ann Kerr temporarily as 
Director of the Library. I want here to 
say how much I appreciate the improve¬ 
ments Mr. Daniclou has made as Director 
in the general organization of the work, 
the preservation and repair of manu¬ 
scripts, and the Library Bulletin. I also 
relieved Mrs. Radha S. Burnicr, at her 
request, of the office of Assistant Director, 
but she has continued to help the Library 



PRESIDENTIAL REPORT, 1956 


9 


informally in many ways, particularly in 
the editing of the Bulletin. Mrs. Mary 
G. Patterson was relieved by me of her 
post as Librarian of the Adyar Library 
in order that she might devote her time to 
the work of the School of the Wisdom. 
Another change is that Mr. D. V. Syamala 
Rau has been working during the greater 
part of this year as an assistant in the 
Treasurer’s Office, instead of as Superin- 
tendent of the Vasanta Press. As usual, 

1 give here the list of Departments, with 
the names of the heads and assistants for 
each of them: 

Archives, Miss Katherine Bcechey; 
Adyar Library , Miss Ann Kerr; Bhojana- 
sala, Mr. S. Krishnamurti; Dispensary, 
Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, Dr. E. Sunda- 
resan; Engineering Department, Mr. M. D. 
Subramaniam; Gardens, Mr. N. Y. Sastry, 
Mr. V. Manickam; Custody of Movable 
Properties, Mr. Narainji K. Kevat; laun¬ 
dry, Mr. M. V. Gopalakrishna Iyer; 
Leadbeater Chambers, Miss Florence Puls- 
ford; Recording Secretary's Office, Miss 
Emma Hunt; Sanitation and Hygiene, 
Madame P. Carin; Theosophical Publish¬ 
ing House, Mr. K. S. Krishnamurti, Mr. 
K. Ramanathan; The Theosophist, Mrs. 
D. R. Dinshaw. Mr. Seymour Ballard; 
Treasurer's Office, Mr. Edwin N. Lord, 
Mr. K. S. Rajagopalan; Vasanta Press, 
Mr. K. S. Krishnamurti, Mr. K. Rama¬ 
nathan. Mr. T. G. Suryanarayanan; 
Watch and Ward, Mr. K. S. Krishna¬ 
murti. 

To all departmental heads and assist¬ 
ants, and to Miss Emma Hunt, the Re¬ 
cording Secretary, and Mr. Edwin N. 
Lord, the Treasurer, both of whom have 
carried on the work most capably, I want 
to express my deep gratitude. 

The School of the Wisdom commenced 
its session this year on October 2, with 
Miss Emma Hunt as Director of Studies, 
with the help of Mrs. Mary G. Patterson 
who also acted as the Secretary of the 
2 


School. There were 18 students, coming 
from eight different countries, namely, 
U.S.A., Viel-Nam, Malaya, Northern 
Ireland. India, Australia, Pakistan and 
England. I may say that all of them have 
greatly enjoyed the work of the School 
and the opportunity of being at Adyar 
and coming to know something of the 
activities here. 

Among those who passed away during 
this year I might mention here Mr. Peter 
Freeman, who was for 22 years the Gener¬ 
al Secretary for Wales; Dr. James Cousins, 
who came to India in 1916 in order to 
assist Dr. Besant in her work and re¬ 
mained here till he passed away; Mr. 
Henry van dc Poll, who was for many 
years a worker at Adyar and later at the 
Indian Section Headquarters at Varanasi; 
and Mr. C. S. Trilokckar, who worked 
for many years with Dr. Arundalc in the 
Central Hindu College and School at 
Varanasi and later as Principal of the 
Theosophical College and School at 
Madanapallc. Both Dr. Cousins and 
Mr. Trilokckar had been latterly helping 
the Besant Theosophical School and 
Kalakshctra at Adyar. We greet these 
brothers and other members who have 
passed on with affection and gratitude. 

I referred to the work of the Young 
Thcosophists last year. Concerning the 
Young Thcosophists in Australia, Mr. 
J. L. Davidge, the General Secretary, in 
his 1956 Report, writes that they are 
vigorous in the larger Lodges and show 
vision and originality in their presenta¬ 
tions. This is an excellent testimony for 
the young people to have from their elders. 
I am glad that in Australia, as well as in 
some other Sections to my knowledge, 
there is a relation of cordial co-operation 
and mutual helpfulness between the young 
and the elder Thcosophists. It is often 
said that we want more youth in our 
Society. We certainly need the freshness 
of youth and its enthusiasm, along with 



10 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


the wisdom and capacities of age. When 
Dr. Besant was eighty years old. Dr. 
Arundale described her as eighty years 
young. A Thcosophist among other quali¬ 
fications should be able to remain young 
at heart, even when he is physically old, 
and if he is physically young, should be 
able to show something of the deep pur¬ 
pose and earnestness of his soul-nature. 

I am grateful to all who have contri¬ 
buted to the Adyar Day Fund, without 
which we would not be able to carry on 


the work at Headquarters as we do. I 
want to make particular acknowledgment 
to the American Section for its most 
generous contribution. 1 also thank those 
who have contributed to the A. B. C., the 
Faithful Service, and other Funds. 

Let us all resolve during the coming 
year to give of our best to the Society and 
to all whom wc can reach through our 
Thcosophical work, not to speak of those 
with whom wc come into contact in our 
everyday lives. 


N. SRI RAM 
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The Thcosophical Society’s Income and Expense account for the fiscal year 
ended 30th September, 1956 closed with a deficit of Rs. 9,922/- as summarized 
hereunder. 


Expense (including Departments) 

• • 

Budget 

Rs. 

4,73,760 

Actuals 

Rs. 

5.30,661 

Income „ „ 

•• 

4,20.850 

4,72,095 

Deficit .. 

.. 

52,910 

58,566 

Less donations received (after allocation to 
funds and accounts) 


48,644 

Net deficit 

• • 


9,922 


The Adyar Day Collections inclusive of a sum of Rs. 26,582-4-9 contributed by 
members in U.S.A., and the balance carried forward from the previous year amounted 
to Rs. 33,767-3-6. Other general donations received during the year amounted to 
Rs. 22,143-12-0. The President allocated the amount as given below: 


Olcott Harijan Free Schools .. 

• • 

1,000 

0 

0 

Adyar Library 

• • 

2,000 

0 

0 

Besant Thcosophical School .. 

• • 

1,000 

0 

0 

Welfare Fund 

• • 

2,000 

0 

0 

President’s Discretionary Fund 

• • 

1,000 

0 

0 

Sum made available for the T.S. 

• • 

48,643 

12 

0 



55,643 

12 

0 

Retained for further allocation 

•• 

267 

3 

6 



55,910 

15 

6 


Adyar Besant Commemorative Fund .— 
At the beginning of the year the amount 
at credit of the Fund was Rs. 8,82,311-15-1. 
Donations received during the year 
amounted to Rs. 93,134-3-1. The total 
amount at credit of the Fund as on 
30-9-56 was Rs. 9,75,446-2-2. The target 


level set for the Fund is Rs. 20.00,000. 
We have nearly reached half of the 
target and the fund is still open for con¬ 
tinuous contributions from members all 
over the world. 

The Faithful Service Fund .—At the 
commencement of the year the balance at 
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credit of the Fund was Rs. 22,524-13-4. 
During the year we have disbursed a sum 
of Rs. 8,592-12-0. Mention must be 
made of a gift of Rs. 47,970/- from an 
anonymous donor. The balance at close 
of the year to the credit of the Fund was 
Rs. 68,255-0-6. 

Repairs and Renewals. —Essential ma¬ 
jor repairs and improvements to buildings 
on the compound which had been post¬ 
poned were taken up during the year and 
the total amount expended for this pur¬ 
pose was Rs. 48,313/-. The amount of 
Rs. 10,263-2-3 standing in the War- 
deferred Maintenance Reserve was ap¬ 
plied against this expenditure, resulting in 
the net amount of Rs. 38,050/- being 
charged to this year’s operations. 

Garden Department. —Under the Honor¬ 
ary supervision and service of Mr. N. 
Yagneswara Sastri, a qualified Botanist, 
excellent results have been shown in the 
revenue producing departments of the 
Garden activity. It has been possible 
this year to offset a large portion of the 
expenses of the Ornamental Gardens with 
the net income from the productive activ¬ 
ities. The net deficit of the entire garden 
operation for the year is only Rs. 2,666/-. 
The increased revenues from cocoanuts 
and the paddy crop have been very grati¬ 
fying. 

Casuarina Plantations. —This activity 
constitutes one of the important functions 
of the Garden Department. The net in¬ 
come is shown separately on the state¬ 
ment under the heading of Income. 

In 1950. 1951, 1952 and 1953 certain 
areas, averaging about 8 acres each, were 
planted with casuarina seedlings. 

No new plantings were made during 
1954 and 1955. However in 1956, an 
additional area of approximately four 
acres was planted with slightly less than 
5000 seedlings. 


During the year some of the older 
plantations (prior to 1950) were partially 
harvested, and produced a net income of 
Rs. 3,784/-. 

The total investment in new plantations 
(since 1950) now stands at Rs. 55,235/-. 

Watch and Ward and Sanitation Depart¬ 
ments. —These Departments ha\e con¬ 
tinued to operate within budget estimates. 

Leadbeater Chambers. —The deficit of 
Rs. 1,956/- is within the budgeted figure. 

Laundry. —The net cost of operating 
this department has been held well below 
the level of the anticipated deficit. 

Bhojanasala. —This department shows a 
deficit of Rs. 3,298/- as compared to the 
previous year’s loss of Rs. 2,414/-. Al¬ 
though there has been an increased in¬ 
come, the rise in prices of food-stufTs, the 
improvement in quality of service, and 
most important, the usual necessity to 
maintain the skeleton staff during slack 
months have contributed to the increased 
deficit. Steps will be considered to raise 
the rates consistent with the increased 
expenses. 

Engineering Department. —On account 
of extensive repairs and improvements to 
various buildings on the Estate, the depart¬ 
ment has been able to show a surplus of 
Rs. 2,126/- this year. 

Vasanta Press. —The Press shows an 
operating loss of Rs. 11.070/-. Our own 
printing requirements and suitable print¬ 
ing work obtainable from outside cus¬ 
tomers were less than the previous year, 
resulting in a drop in sales volume of 
about Rs. 10,000/-. 

In addition to the drop in sales volume, 
the cost of operating the Press has risen 
due to the necessary wage increases, the 
adoption of the Government-sponsored 
Employees’ State Insurance and Provident 
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Fund schemes, and higher maintenance 
and depreciation expenses. 

The Press operation is receiving active 
attention and steps will be taken to elimi¬ 
nate or reduce the loss. 

Budget for 1956-*57 .—The budget for 
the new year shows a deficit of Rs. 64.370/- 
which it is hoped will be covered by dona¬ 
tions from generous members. Due to 
the increased cost of living, including 


particularly food prices, the Executive 
Committee felt it necessary to increase the 
salaries and wages of the workers on our 
Estate by 10%, effective from the first of 
October, 1956. This increase will amount 
to a total of nearly Rs. 18,000/- annually, 
which is reflected in the indicated deficit 
for the coming year. 

Edwin N. Lord, 
Hony. Treasurer. 
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THE T. S. INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 1956 


INCOME 

By Rent (including Leadbeater Chambers and Bhojanasala) 
„ Fees and Dues 
„ Interest: 

Earned ... 

Less Interest on Funds and Accounts 
„ Net Income from Casuarina 


Budget 


Rs. A. F. 

Rs 

A. 

P. 

Rs. 

• •• [ 

50.230 

12 

0 

52,000 

• •• V 

28,945 

8 

0 

24,000 

40,068 12 3 





9,747 14 3 






30.320 

14 

0 

40,000 

• •• 

3,784 

2 

3 

2,000 


„ Donations; 

Balance 1-10-1955 ... 
Received during the year 


249 4 
55,661 II 


Less Allocations and Grants 


55.910 15 6 i 
7,000 0 0 i 


Less Carried forward 

„ Administration Charges 
„ Excess of Expense over Income for the year 


48,910 15 6 
267 3 6 


48,643 12 0 
7,130 0 0 
9,922 13 4 


7,130 



1,78,977 13 7 


Examined and found correct. 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & CO., 

Chartered Accountants. 
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BALANCE SHEET OF THE THEOSOPHICAL 


CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES 

Capital: Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Balance at Oct. 1, 1955 ... 

10.14.075 

5 

7 

1 

Less Adyar Library (see below) 

1,83,203 

2 


8.30,872 

3 

6 

AM Adjustment on revaluation of Departmental Assets ... 

5.712 

4 

0 


8.36.584 

7 

6 

Less Excess of Expense over Income for the year 

9,922 

13 

4 


8,26.661 

10 

2 

Add Adyar Library (sec separate Account) 

1,87,492 

5 

7 


Rs. 


A. P. 

I I 


Other Departments: 

Bhojanasala 
Engineering Department 
Garden Department 
Laundry 

Leadbeater Chambers .. 
Vasanta Press 


Funds (sec notes below) 

Of the Society Interest Bearing: 

Adyar Library Endownment Fund (a) 

Adyar Library Building Fund (b) 

Adyar Besant Commemorative Fund (c) 

Miscellaneous Funds (a) 

do. do. (</) 


Of the Society Non-Interest Bearing: 

Pensions & Gratuities Fund 

Of Others Interest Bearing: 

Sri Panda Baijnath Propaganda 
Endowment Fund 
Miscellaneous 
Non-Interest Bearing ... 


-10,14,153 15 9 


Sundry Deposits 
Sundry Creditors 

Adyar l ibrary: 

Miscellaneous Funds 
Sundry Creditors 
Gratuities Reserve 

Reserves: 

Electrical Line 

Meter and Water Line Renewal 
Supplemental Welfare ... 

Vasanta Press Contingencies Reserve 
Adyar Day Unallocated 
Water Tank 

Special Purposes Fund ... 

Half'—(a) Capital and Interest available for specific 
purposes. 

(/>) Interest available for general purposes. 

(r) Interest only available for general purposes. 
(</) Interest only available for specific purposes. 


2,867 9 

9 




79,594 2 

U| 




61,843 12 

3 




1,212 3 

1 




1.824 7 

0 




1,09.023 4 

0 




2,56,365 7 

0 

_ 1 




1.24.525 13 

3 




1,16,086 10 

3 




9.75,446 2 

2 




1,17,776 12 

10 




14,028 14 

9 




13,47,864 5 

3 




9,800 14 

8 





— 

13.57.665 

3 1 

1 

33.544 0 

5 




35,173 8 

3 




62.763 3 

8 





_ 

1,31,480 

12 

4 




_L. 

- 14,89,146 0 





85.184 15 

... 

... 



5,530 0 



19,751 

7 

1 

... 

... 

2.115 

15 

6 


... 

8,893 

7 

0 





- 30,760 14 



6.000 

0 

0 



4.000 

0 

0 



41 

14 

6 



3.000 

0 

o 

;;; 


267 

3 

6 

... 


2,000 

0 

o 

... 


15,035 

11 

6, 


- 30,344 13 6 


26,55,120 11 11 


ADYAR 

21th December, 1956 


For The Thcosophical Society. 

EDWIN N. LORD, 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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SOCIETY, ADYAR, AS ON 30TH SEPTEMBER 1956 


PROPERTY AND ASSETS 





Immovable Property: 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Balance at Oct. 1, 1955 





Lands at Adyar 

1,93.857 13 0 




Buildings „ 

6.54.908 0 9 




— 


8.48,765 

13 

9 

Add Improvements duiing the year ... 

... 

41,037 

12 

0 



8.89.803 

9 

9 

Less Depreciation Reserve 

... 

2,81,874 

4 

0 

Land in Sindh ... 





" Gulistan, ' Kotagiri: 





Balance at Oct. 1, 1955 

• •• 

15.260 

6 

9 

Add Additions 

... 

200 

0 

0 



15.460 

6 

9 

Less Depreciation Reserve 

• •• ••• 

1.828 

4 

6 

Movable Properties, Adyar: 





Balance at Oct. 1, 1955 


62.151 

4 

2 

Less Sales ... 


569 

3 

0 



61.582 

1 

T 

Add Additions during the year 


2,560 

13 

61 



64.142 

14 

8 

Less Depreciation Reserve 


47,586 

8 

0 

Investments at Cost: 





Government of India Loan 27% to A\% F. 

V. 7,68.900 ... 

7,58.665 

6 

9j 

Madias State Govt. Loan and Debentures 27% to 4% F. V. 




1.38.400 


1.38.567 

8 

0 

United Kingdom Loan. etc. 


3.03.180 

II 

7 

Surrender Value of Life Policy 


17,100 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

••• 

11,243 

4 

3 

Interest accrued on Investments 

••• 




Fees and Dues Outstanding 

••• ••• 




I Sundry Debtors 

• •• ••• 

51.386 

6 

9 

Less Rentals billed in Advance 

••• ••• 

2,025 

8 

0 

1 Departmental Asset*: 





Electrical Installation, less Depreciation 

••• 

28,867 

0 

°l 

Tools. Implements, Utensils and Equipment 

••• ••• 

20.698 

10 

0 

Printing Machinery 


88.860 

0 

0 

Supplies on hand 


75.084 

6 

6 

Accounts Recoverable and Advances 


95.562 

10 

8 

Cash on hand 


945 

0 

0 

Advance Rentals 


139 

0 

0 

Standing Crops 


59,077 

4 

ol 

Prepaid Fire Insurance Premium ... 

... 

1,526 

14 

11 

Adyar Library: 

Rs. A. P. 

3.70,760 

14 

1 

Books and Manuscripts 

.49,181 0 0 




Furniture, less Depreciation 

28.771 15 0 




Stock of Publications ... 

26.033 4 1 




Miscellaneous 

1.950 13 10 






2,05.937 

0 

11 

Cash: 





j Fixed Deposit 


2.637 

0 

3 

In Madras Banks on Current Account 


1.17.014 

13 

1 

In London Bank do. 


3.762 

13 

3 

On hand 


6,128 

12 

9 







Rs. 


A. P. 


6.07.929 5 9 
10,000 0 0 


— — 13.632 2 3 


16,556 6 8 


12,28.756 14 7 
22,010 14 1 
632 11 6 


49,360 14 9 


5,76.697 15 0 


- 1.29.543 7 4 


26,55.120 11 11 


Examined and found correct, 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & CO., 

Chartered Accountants. 
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FEES AND DUES RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR 
ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER, 1956 


The Theosophical Society in 

England 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Australia 

£ 

ft 

ft 

New Zealand 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Norway 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Wales 

£ 

»» 

ft 

Greece 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Germany 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Scotland 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Switzerland 

£ 

ft 

ft 

N. Ireland 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Belgium 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Portugal 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Puerto Rico 

£ 

ft 

ft 

S. Africa 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Uruguay 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Italy 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Netherlands 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Austria 

£ 

ft 

ft 

West Africa 

£ 

ft 

ft 

Br. E. Africa 

£ 

ft 

ft 

U.S.A. 

$ 

ft 

ft 

Colombia 

$ 

ft 

ft 

Canada 

$ 

ft 

ft 

Mexico 

$ 

ft 

ft 

Central 




America 

$ 

ft 

ft 

Venezuela 

§ 

ft 

ft 

Brazil 

§ 

ft 

ft 

India 


ft 

ft 

Cuba 


ft 

ft 

France 


ft 

ft 

Argentina 


ft 

ft 

Finland 


Non-Sectionalizcd Lodges. 

.. 





Rs. 

A. 

P. 

287-14-11 

1955-56 .. 

3,819 

11 

6 

43-15- 7 

1955 

581 

7 

3 

57- 8- 3 


762 

9 

6 

9-13- 2 

• • 

127 

14 

0 

11-19- 9 

1955-56 .. 

159 

0 

0 

10-0-0 


132 

0 

0 

36-17-10 

1954-55 .. 

488 

13 

0 

14-17- 0 


197 

5 

0 

71- 0- 3 

# . 

940 

14 

6 

2- 2- 0 

# # 

27 

11 

3 

17- 6- 7 

1953-54 .. 

229 

9 

3 

15-17- 2 


209 

13 

0 

8- 7- 1 

1955 

110 

12 

0 

17-19- 0 

# # 

238 

8 

0 

10-0-0 

. m 

130 

13 

6 

9-3-8 

1954 

121 

11 

0 

151- 1- 4 

1954-55 .. 

2,001 

10 

3 

49-10- 1 

1954-55 .. 

655 

14 

9 

10-6-2 

1956 

135 

9 

0 

23- 5- 6 


308 

6 

0 

2007.49 

1955-56 .. 

9,537 

9 

0 

28.00 

# # 

133 

2 

0 

103.96 

m m 

503 

1 

0 

63.00 

1955 

293 

1 

0 

23.00 


107 

0 

0 

5.00 

, , 

21 

10 

0 

131.50 


620 

8 

0 


1954-55 .. 

1,397 

11 

0 



157 

3 

3 


1953 -54 .. 

3,374 

10 

0 



363 

4 

3 



315 

0 

0 


• • • • 

741 

11 

9 


28,945 8 0 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


RECEIPTS 


To Miss E. M. Amcry 
„ Miss H. S. Kemp 
„ Madame P. Cazin 
„ Mr. Manjeri S. Rama Iyer ... 
„ Mr. C. S. Trilokekar 
„ Mr. C. Subbarayudu 
„ Contributions to the Clara Codd 
Pension Fund 

„ Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Ransom ... 
„ Money Order and Bank Com¬ 
missions ••• 

„ Balance carried over 


Rs. A. r. 

2,580 0 0 By Opening Balance 
720 0 0 „ Donations, etc. 

1,065 0 0 „ Rent 

240 0 0 „ Interest 

350 0 0 

900 0 0 

1.341 13 0 

1,391 7 0 

4 8 0 

65.255 0 6 


73.847 12 6 


Rs. A. P. 
22,524 12 10 
50.596 15 8 
240 0 0 
486 0 0 


73,847 12 6 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT’S 
TRAVELLING FUND 

RECEIVED FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER, 1956 


The T.S. in England £50-0-0 
The T.S. in Scotland £ 20- 0-0 
The T.S. in Australia A£ 3- 0-0 
The T.S. in Wales £10-04) 

The T.S. in Switzerland £ 20-16-8 
Mrs. Gulnar Parckh, Bombay 
Mr. S. H. Vaswani, Adyar 
Mr. Baijnath Bhargava, Varanasi 
Mrs. O. R. Blakey, Tulsa, 

Okla $ 10.00 .. 


1,449 4 9 


Rs. a. P. 
660 15 0 
265 11 9 
31 12 6 
132 0 0 
276 0 9 
25 0 0 
1 0 0 
10 0 0 

46 12 9 
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THE T.S. 


EXPENSE 


Establishment- Salaries 
and Wages 

Repairs and Renewals 
Garden Expenses 
Light and Water 
Miscellaneous 
Postages. Telegrams and 
Telephone 

Printing and Stationery 
Publications to General 
Secretaries 
Sanitation Expenses 
I axes 

Interest on Funds and 
Accounts 
Convention 
Watch and Ward 

Contributions: 

Adyar Library 
Dispensary 
President's Travelling 
Fund 

Museum and Archives 
The School of the 
Wisdom 

Bhojanasala 
Leadbealer Chambers 
Depreciation 

Special Departments: 

Engineering Department 
Vasanta Press 
Laundry . ... 


HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, BUDGET FOR 1956-57 



Butlgel 

Actuals 

Budget 


Budget 

Actuals 

Budget 


for 

for 

for 

INCOME 

for 

for 

for 


1955-*56 

I955-’56 

1956-’57 


1955-’56 

1955**56 

956**57 


Rs. i 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


32.000 

31,569 

35.500 

Rent 

52.000 

50,231 

50.000 


30,000 

38.051 

30,000 

Fees and Dues 

24,000 

28,945 

25.000 


44,290 

36.369 

40.840 

Conservancy Charges ... 

1.4O0 

1,319' 

1,400 


4.000 

3.489 

3,500 

Garden Income 

33.950 

33.703 

34,840 

... 

7,000 

7,133 

7,000 

Casuarina 

2,000 

3,784 

4,000 


3.000 

2.555 

3.000 

Administration 





3,500 

3,844 

3,500 

Charges 

7.130 

7.130 

7,130 





Interest (Gross) 

40.000 

40.069 

40,000 


800 

642 

700 





... 

4.900 

5.081 

5.000 

f 

r 

| 

ST 




• •• 

14,500 

13,868 

14,000 





• •• 

10,000 

9.748 

10.000 

Engineering 

Department 

1,13.480 

1.47,846 

1,25.880 

• •• 

3.000 

4.715 

4,500 

Vasanta Press 

1,41.690 

1,29,315 

1,38.000 

••• 

13,800 

11,688 

13,800 

Laundry 

5,200 

5,879 

6.000 





Donations 


48.644 






15c licit 

52,910 

9,923 

64,370 


5,000 

5,000 

5,0(X) 





• •• 

3,500 

4,012 

3.500 






6,600 

6,600 

6,600 





• •• 

100 

82 

100 






5,000 

5,000 

5,000 






900 

3,298 

1,000 





• •• 

2,000 

1.956 

2.000 





... 

17,800 

18,463 

18,500 






1,13,480 

1.45,720 

1,25.880 






1,41.690 

1,40.385 

1,50.000 






6,900 

7,520 

7,700 






4.73,760 

5,06,788 

4,96,620 


4.73.76C 

5,06,78f 

4,96,620 


For The Theosophicai Society, 

EDWIN N. LORD, 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 


PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30-9-1956 


To Stock on hand, l-lO-‘55 
„ Cost of Publications in¬ 
cluding Brahma Vidya 
„ Surplus 


Rs. a. ?. 

...1 27,024 10 0 By Sales including sub¬ 
scription to Brahma 
... 4,341 12 0 Vidya 

... 5,123 0 7 „ Stock on hand 

30-9-’56 

Less write down 


36,489,' 6 7, 


Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A 


10,456 

52,066 8 2 
26,033 4 1 

26,033 



36,489 


For The Thcosophical Society, 

EDWIN N. LORD. 

Hony. Treasurer. 


Examined and found correct, 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & CO.. 

Chartered Accountants. 


ADYAR 

27 th December, 1956. 
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INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT OF THE 


Budget 


EXPENSE 


27,500 To Salaries and Wages including Copying 
and Comparing Charges 
1,000 „ Repairs, Lighting and Conservancy 

1,000 „ Postages 

2,000 „ Printing and Stationery 

200 „ Fire Insurance 

1,000 „ Miscellaneous 


1,500 „ Reserve for Gratuities 

750 „ Reserve for Depreciation ... 


Capital Expenditure: 

Books and Manuscripts 
Furniture etc. ... 


Rs A. P. 
1,500 0 0 
847 2 6 

2,347 2 6 


203 9 6 
4,173 4 0 


Rs. A. P. 

25,654 3 3 
1,820 15 3 
764 121 6 
2,115 8 3 
194 9 4 
1,310 4 6 

31,860 I 5 1 


6,724 0 0 


38,584 5; 1 
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ADYAR LIBRARY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30-9-56 


INCOME 

By T.S. Contribution 

„ Adyar Day Allocation and other Donations 
„ Miscellaneous Receipts 
„ Interest on Endowments 
„ Copying and Comparing Charges 
„ Publications Account 


„ Deduction from Endowment Fund 


38,584 
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BALANCE SHEET OF THE 


LIABILITIES AND FUNDS 


Rs. A. P. 


Endowment Fund: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet ... ... ... 1,42,204 4 3 

Less Excess of Expense over Income for the year ... ... 17,618 7 0 


Building Fund: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Less Cost of Improvements: 

As on 30-9-’55 

Capital Fund: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Add Capital expense during the year 

Publications Fund: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 

Gratuities Reserve: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Additions during the year 


Less Payments 
Book Deposit: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Add Receipts during the year 


Less Refunds 

Reserve for Purchase of books 
Donation Box: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Less Disbursements 

Sundry Creditors ... 


... 

... 

... 

1.25,444 

12 

0 

... 

... 

... 

9,358 

1 

9 


• •• 


1,83,203 

2 

1 

... 



4,289 

3 

6 

• •• 



8,317 

7 

10 

• •• 

... 

... 

1,500 

0 

0 




9,817 

7 

10 

... 

... 

... 

924 

0 

0 




1,351 

0 

0 

... 

... 

... 

120 

0 

0 




1,471 

0 

0 

... 

... 

... 

100 

0 

0 


• •• 

• •• 


1,252 

0 

6 

... 

... 

... 

315 

5 

0 

• •• 

• •• 


• •• 




Rs. A. P. 


1,24,585 13 3 


1,16,086 


10 3 


1,87,492 5 
17,814 11 


8,893 7 10 


1.371 0 0 

1,000 0 0 


936 11 6 
684 15 6 



4,58.865 11 6 


ADYAR 

27 th December 1956 


For The Thcosophica! Society, 

EDWIN N. LORD. 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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ADYAR LIBRARY AS ON 30-9-56 


ASSETS 


Manuscripts and Books: 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet ... 
Add Purchases during the year 

Furniture: 

Original Value as per last Balance Sheet 
Add Purchases during the year 


Less Depreciation to date 

Stock of Publications on hand 
Prepaid Fire Insurance Premium 
Stock of Insecticides, etc. ... 
Sundry Debtor* including advances 
Cash on hand 
Due by the T.S. 


Rs. A. p. 

1,49.065 0 6 
115 15 6 


29,713 3 9 
4,173 4 0 

33,886 7 9 
5,114 8 9 


Rs. 


A. P. 


1,49,181 0 0 


28.771 15 
26,033 4 
140 13 
930 7 
829 9 
50 0 
2.52,928 10 


4,58,865 11 6 


Examined and found correct, 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & CO., 
Chartered Accountants. 


4 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 

BUDGET ESTIMATE—INCOME AND EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT FOR 1956-’57 



Menials 

Biulget 


Actuals 

Builget 

EXPENSE 

for 

for 

INCOME 

for 

for 


l955-’56 

l956-*57 


1955**56 

1956--57 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

To Salaries and Wages including 






Copying and Comparing Charges 

25,654 

28,000 

By T.S. Contribution 

BTuTil 

g.uil 

Repairs. Lighting and Comer- 



Adyar Day Allocation and 



vancy 

1,821 

2,000 

other Donations 


KEvJ 

Postages 

765 

800 

Miscellaneous Receipts ... 



Printing and Stationery 

2.115 

2,000 

Interest on Endowments 


6,450 

Fire insurance 

195 

200 

Copying and Comparing 



Miscellaneous 

1.310 

1.500 

Charges 

1,483 


Gratuity Reserve 

1,500 

1,500 

Publications Account ... 

5,122 

K riiij 

Depreciation 

847 

850 

Deficit 

17,618 

it) YiJ 



36.850 



36,850 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 






Purchase of Books and Manu- 






scripts 

2m 

1.000 




Furniture etc. 

4,173 

2,000 






3.000 




PUBLICATION 






Publication Cost including Adyar 






Library Bulletin (Brahma 






VUfya) 

4,343 

14,000 





ANN KERR. 

Director, 
Adyar Library. 









REPORTS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIES 
OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETIES, OF 
PRESIDENTIAL AGENTS AND OF 
FEDERATION SECRETARIES. 


These reports in some instances have been translated 
into English, edited or condensed in the office of the 
Recording Secretary. 















THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


With popular attention in America 
focussed upon the idea of reincarnation, 
this has been an extraordinary year in 
our annals. There have been unusual 
opportunities to publicize Theosophy. 
Reincarnation is an enlightening concept, 
as we well know, when viewed in a Thco- 
sophical context of the evolution of the 
soul guided by the law of karma. But 
when it is isolated from this philosophy 
of wholeness, it can readily become a de¬ 
pressing speculation as to man’s future. 
Many people who might otherwise find 
Theosophy helpful arc repelled by partial 
information about reincarnation. A good 
use has been made of opportunities to be 
of service in this area of interest. We 
should be alerted by the present attention 
upon reincarnation to the approaching 
popularization of other themes of the 
Ancient Wisdom regarding man and the 
universe. The impending pressure upon 
the Thcosophical Society for supplying 
information was never more clearly indi¬ 
cated than by the demand made in recent 
months upon the public library shelves 
for literature about reincarnation and 
related subjects. Where there has been 
an insufficient supply of books on the 
subject, waiting lists have accumulated. 
In Portland, Oregon, the president of the 
Thcosophical Lodge there rose splendidly 
to this need by writing both the public 
library and the editor of a Portland paper, 
making known the existence of the Lodge 
library and offering its facilities. This 
kind of service was repeated elsewhere. 

Thus throughout 70 years of its history, 
the Society’s members and Lodges have 
performed a great service in making 


Thcosophical books available in most of 
the cities of our country. In recent years 
this vitally important service has become 
better organized and subsidized by the 
Thcosophical Book Gift Institute. This 
phase of our activities is emphasized here 
because we have seen that it needed only 
a small incident to arouse a great deal of 
attention upon one of the central themes 
of Theosophy. Obviously there is a 
latent readiness in the minds of millions 
of people to consider, if not adopt Theo- 
sophical ideas. An awareness of this 
striking fact should be basic in our plan¬ 
ning. Certainly other impending dis¬ 
coveries and developments in the immedi¬ 
ate future will bring new confirmation of 
the knowledge revealed in The Secret 
Doctrine. The timeless wisdom outlined 
therein is destined piescntly to become 
widely recognized as rational. It will be¬ 
come a necessity to the philosophy and 
religion of tomorrow from which the cul¬ 
tural life will stem. 

Relatively fragile though the Society’s 
work may appear to be amidst the mas¬ 
sive group activities of today, its supreme 
value is that it affords a framework into 
which all knowledge and experience can 
be integrated to wholeness of meaning. 
In that framework, our fragmented selves 
can be reassembled in a unity of being 
that is healing in these times. Therefore, 
it is with conviction of the world’s quick¬ 
ening need of Theosophy that this review 
of our work is presented. 

Membership .—Our membership is now 
4,194 in 147 Lodges, an increase of 124 
members over last year; the number of 
Lodges remains the same. 
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Lecture Activity.— The highlight of this 
year’s programme was the return of Mr. 
Geoffrey Hodson, who arrived at San 
Francisco in November 1955. After at¬ 
tending the National Conference held 
there he travelled to the Northwest, visit¬ 
ing Lodges in Seattle and Portland, Van¬ 
couver in Canada and Southern Cali¬ 
fornia. Through the winter he lectured 
in Denver, Kansas City, Houston, Mexico 
City, New Orleans, Covington and Miami, 
including a visit to Cuba. Following 
engagements in Atlanta and St. Louis, 
Mr. Hodson spent a few days at Oleott 
and then lectuied continuously in Eastern 
cities, returning to be the guest at the 
summer sessions. While at Headquarters 
he gave two lectures in Chicago which 
were attended by unusually large audi¬ 
ences. After the Convention at Oleott, 
Mr. Hodson visited Krotona at Ojai, 
California, for a scries of classes as pre¬ 
viously arranged with the American Sec¬ 
tion. On his way back to New Zealand 
Mr. Hodson visited the Lodge in Hono¬ 
lulu. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Norman Pearson have 
lectured principally in the Florida and 
Midwest cities this season, their itinerary 
being so planned that they were able to 
visit most of the Lodges on their route to 
Florida both going and returning. In 
Florida they toured the Federation, in¬ 
cluding a week in Havana, Cuba. They 
remained part of the winter at Head¬ 
quarters completing new tape visuals and 
participating in the March workshop. 
They plan to go to Adyar for a year where 
Mr. Pearson will be occupied in writing a 
volume on Theosophy. 

In the autumn the National President 
and Mrs. Perkins visited Eastern Lodges, 
stopping in Detroit on their way to attend 
an outstanding tri-State Federation week¬ 
end meeting. They were present at the 
first National Conference in San Fran¬ 
cisco, and later the National President 


delivered a series of lectures in Chicago on 
reincarnation. A further tour was under¬ 
taken in March, and the National President 
and Mrs. Perkins carried out a programme 
of lectures and meetings at St. Petersburg 
in Florida, as well as attending the Conven¬ 
tions of the Florida Federation and later 
the Gulf Coast Federation in Fairhopc, 
Alabama. 

The Spotlight Activity. —The word 
S-P-O-T is made up from the first letters of 
the words “ Speed-up Popularization of 
Theosophy”. This activity is a concentrat¬ 
ed effort to bring new vitality to Lodge 
work, to found new Lodges and to strength¬ 
en the smaller ones; it represents the 
united strength of the Section focussed in 
a designated locality through a team of 
workers, led by Mr. and Mrs. Felix Lay- 
ton. This year the method was to select 
four cities with small Lodges or ones that 
had become inactive and make a concen¬ 
trated effort to interest new public in 
Theosophy. During the first two weeks 
lectures on Theosophy’s tenets were given, 
and during the next five weeks the basic 
concepts were developed. Reports indi¬ 
cate that this year the audiences are gener¬ 
ally larger, sometimes by as much as 50 
per cent, or in outstanding instances by 
100 per cent. 

National Theosophical Conference at 
San Francisco. —The inauguration of this 
Conference, which was held during 
Thanksgiving week and which had been 
preceded by a year’s planning, marked 
the culmination of a hope to have the 
Society’s Convention scheduled in differ¬ 
ent parts of the country. One of its 
important purposes was discussion of 
fundamental questions concerning the 
work of the Society. These questions 
had been formulated months in advance 
and publicized for discussion in all Lodges 
and Federations. The Conference was a 
great success in every way. Mr. Geoffrey 
Hodson’s arrival in the Section coincided 
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with the sessions and his many contri¬ 
butions made the Conference a memor¬ 
able event. 

Investment Trust. —The Theosophical 
Investment Trust is an important addition 
to the Section’s financial structutc, in¬ 
tended to create confidence in prospective 
donors as to the permanent soundness of 
management of their funds given to the 
Society's use. During the year the Trust 
has met several times to organize the 
work under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Sidney A. Cook. A booklet containing 
the Trust instrument has been published 
and distributed to all members in America. 
The Trust affords a substantial means 
through which the Society can hope to 
prepare for a larger future. 

Financial.— Although the Society’s reg¬ 
ular income from dues has remained 
stationary this year, the expenses have 
continued to increase, and donations and 
bequests have had to be used to balance 
expenses. Over a period of ten or twelve 
years, however, it has been found that all 
expenses have been met and a surplus 
accumulated, which will be reserved to 
act as a cushion during years when there 
may be no donations. The whole ques¬ 
tion of whether the larger donations and 
bequests, such as Dr. OhlcndorFs. should 
be treated as income to defray costs of 
current operations or whether they should 
be set aside as capital to be invested to 
add to the Society’s fixed income, or, if 
thought necessary, whether these capital 
funds could be used to finance new na¬ 
tional programmes, was a matter con¬ 
sidered by the National Convention and 
a resolution was adopted to place the 
matter before the membership for action 
by referendum. 

Department of Information. —The num¬ 
ber of new enquirers, 1,052, contacting the 
Department of Information shows an in¬ 
crease of 100 over last year, nearly double 
the number contacted four years ago. 


and this has increased the distribution of 
publicity leaflets by over one-third to 
15,000. Interest has been predominantly 
on reincarnation. Sixty-six new members 
joined the Society through this depart¬ 
ment and seven more were reinstated. 

Department of Education. —The Depart¬ 
ment of Education approaches the end of 
its fourth year of service. As in previous 
years workshops were held in September 
and March, the September one concentrat¬ 
ing on the further preparation of teachers 
and group leaders, the March one on train¬ 
ing Lodge officers and workers. Nearly all 
the Federations and 24 Lodges have been 
represented at the workshops. Besides 
the training received the workshops pro¬ 
vide an invaluable opportunity for a close 
contact with Headquarters. There has 
been a 50 per cent increase in the number 
of slides purchased by Lodges, and tape 
visuals and other material for future lec¬ 
tures and study classes, as well as the 
department’s consultation service, have 
continued to be highly popular. 

National Library. —The facilities of the 
National Library of nearly 10,500 books 
have been extensively used throughout 
the year, over 2,600 volumes being circu¬ 
lated. The increase in inventory averages 
25 books per month. Twenty reading 
lists are now available. 

The Theosophical Press. —The Press 
reports an increased volume of sales; 
publicity pamphlets and leaflets distri¬ 
buted totalled 38,000. In addition to 
reprinted works and importations from 
Adyar, three new publications have been 
issued: The Nature of the Soul by Mr. 
Arthur M. Coon, The Quest for the Quiet 
Mind by Mr. Fritz Kunz, and Reincarna¬ 
tion for Everyone by Mr. James S. Perkins. 
There has been an increase in subscrip¬ 
tions to the international magazine. The 
Theosophist. 

The American Theosophist. —Two new 
features have been introduced: “Guides 
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in Lodge Study," designed to assist the 
Lodges in planning study programmes, 
and 44 Perspective," pointing up Thcoso- 
phical interpretations on topics of current 
interest. With more Lodges reporting 
their activities, the Lodge Activities sec¬ 
tion continues undoubtedly to be the 
magazine’s most popular feature. A 
poetry page 44 Rhythms in Words " has 
been added. 

Discovery. —Approximately 83,000 cop¬ 
ies of Discovery were issued to 84 Lodges, 
and an additional 450 each month go to 
the Canadian Federation. The material 
is especially chosen for reaching the 
public. 

Radio. —This year 29 stations have 
broadcast Theosophy regularly, and an 
increasing number of Lodges are extend¬ 
ing their broadcasts over the entire year. 
The Foundation for Radio Theosophy 
has supplied material for over 657 broad¬ 
casts; it already has a stock of tapes for 
two years of broadcasting, and is now 
engaged in selecting new material for a 
third year. The National Radio Com¬ 
mittee established last year governs all 
matters of policy and finance in connec¬ 
tion with the National Society’s pro¬ 
gramme of broadcasting, and a set of 
standards for radio broadcasting has been 
drawn up and distributed to all Lodges 
carrying on radio programmes. It has 
also been published in The American 
Theosophist. The source of supply for 
original scripts is through the Script Com¬ 
mittee composed of a representative from 
each Federation and one from Head¬ 
quarters. The contest conducted this 
year received 23 scripts, and the award 
was given to Mrs. Edith Latimer for her 
script entitled 44 Fate or Free Will? " 

Olcott Foundation. —Thirteen entries, a 
record number, were received. The Ol¬ 
cott award was made to Mrs. Edith Lati¬ 
mer for her lecture entitled “ Wisdom 
Revealed through Phenomena". An hon¬ 


orable mention went to Mrs. R. C. Line 
for her lectuic, 44 It’s a Great Day for the 
Theosophical Society”. 

The American Honorary Theosophical 
Lecture. —This was introduced last year 
and the initial award went to Mr. Fritz 
Kunz, who gave the public a splendid lec¬ 
ture on 44 The Quest for the Quiet Mind," 
which was later published in booklet 
form. Mr. William Ross was chosen to 
deliver the second of the scries at the 1956 
Convention. 

Contact. —This is a monthly letter, ini¬ 
tiated last year, to highlight various as¬ 
pects of our work and call attention to 
significant activities. It is from the Na¬ 
tional President to the Lodge presidents, 
and is intended to create closer contact. 
One copy of the letter is also exhibited on 
the notice board of each Lodge so that 
every member may read it. 

The Theosophical Book Gift Institute .— 
The range of book placements has been 
extended during the year, approximately 
5.500 books being distributed, more than 
in any previous year. A total of 629 
libraries were visited. 

Theosophical Book Association for the 
Blind. —Mr. and Mrs. Roy Snyder have 
just returned from their work in Pakistan 
and India. During their absence their 
trained staff of workers and voluntary 
helpers efficiently carried on the work. 
Seventy new volumes were added to the 
Braille Library, from which 656 books 
were borrowed in 1955. The services of 
the Soundscribcr Library have continued, 
as well as the quarterly publication of 
the Braille Star Theosophist. Four blind 
readers joined the Braille Lodge during 
the year. Some of the members them¬ 
selves help with the transcribing and 
proof-reading for the Braille Library. 

The Theosophical Order of Service .— 
Most of the departments of the T.O.S. are 
active. The Social Service department 
has contributed substantially to the 
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rehabilitation of families in the Greek 
Refugee Camp. They have also contri¬ 
buted services to the Braille Lodge blind 
groups and given instruction to lame 
children. Over 25,000 booklets To Those 
Who Mourn were distributed—a record 
number. The Animal Welfare depart¬ 
ment is untiring in its efforts to allay the 
widespread abuse of animals; the Peace 
department and the Healing department 
with 12 groups, are all active. The 
Watcher furnishes information regarding 
the Order. The Arts and Crafts depart¬ 
ment in the division of Music has been 
endeavoring to assist in clarifying and 
deepening the appreciation of music, with 
effective use with Lodge programmes. 

Mothers' Research Group. —This group 
has focussed emphasis on publications, 
especially the Mothers' Bulletin. 

Young Theosophists. —Two outstanding 
accomplishments of the year have been 
the completion of the Youth Circle at 
Oleott, and the success of a bazaar held 


at the summer sessions, the proceeds of 
which have been set aside for a future 
youth dormitory at Headquarters. Two 
new Y.T. groups have been organized. 

Conclusion. —This report is concluded 
with mention of the special links that have 
been maintained with our International 
Headquarters, contacts with Adyar con¬ 
tinuing through correspondence upon 
numerous matters of business, including 
the Section’s contributions to various 
funds: The A.B.C. Fund, the Raja Com¬ 
memorative Fund, and the Adyar Day 
collection which for the American Section 
totalled $5,652. We approach the com¬ 
ing season and the years ahead realizing 
that the standards of our Society are being 
maintained and that we arc meeting 
courageously the opportunities offered us 
to bring into the modern world the en¬ 
lightenment of Theosophy that will make 
brotherhood a living reality. 

James S. Perkins, 
General Secretary. 


ENGLAND 


The report for the past year is not as 
good as we would wish. There has been 
a slight ebb in the life of the Society 
throughout England. Membership has 
slightly declined, in spite of the addition 
of 259 new members. This is partly ac¬ 
counted for by the fact that 112 members 
were transferred to the West African 
Federation. Partly also because owing 
to the rise in the cost of living we had to 
raise our Sectional subscription, and al¬ 
though the Executive Committee is al¬ 
ways ready to reduce fees, a certain num¬ 
ber refused to accept reduction and left 
the Society. There have also grown up 
in this country many societies teaching in 
one case Theosophy and in others con¬ 
centrating on some aspect of it. mainly 
5 


along psychological lines, such as dia- 
nctics and Scientology, and especially 
yoga, and these have also drawn away 
some of our members. There seems, 
however, to be a distinct recrudescence of 
life once more throughout the Section, 
greatly fostered by the visits of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest Wood and Mr. Rohit Mehta. 
The latter was the guest speaker at Con¬ 
vention and also gave most generously of 
his inspiration and knowledge to the 
Lodges throughout the country. We are 
indebted to him for the very great help 
and inspiration he gave to all. 

We had looked forward with much 
eagerness to a talk from our beloved Pres¬ 
ident, Mr. Sri Ram. on his visit to Eng¬ 
land in September, but were greatly 
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disappointed that he was not well enough 
to speak. Mr. E. L. Gardner came to the 
rescue, and members had the joy of hear¬ 
ing him once more. No one else could 
so fitly have substituted. He gave a very 
wonderful lecture on the Deva Kingdom. 

The Annual Convention held at Whit¬ 
sun was inspiring and successful, the 
highlights being the lecture by the guest 
speaker, Mr. Rohit Mehta, and the ex¬ 
cellent Blavatsky Lecture by Mr. Leonard 
Soper on “ The Opening of the Doors of 
the Mind”. White Lotus Day on May 8, 
and Adyar Day on February 17, were 
both celebrated; at the former Mr. Rohit 
Mehta was the speaker, and at the latter 
Miss Helen Zahara. 

A very successful summer school was 
held at The Hayes, Swanwick, Derby¬ 
shire, from July 26—August 3, which was 
well attended not only by members of the 
British Isles but by many very welcome 
visitors from other countries, including 
those as far distant as Viet-Nam and 
America. 

The European Congress at Baden, 
Austria, proved to be a very happy occa¬ 
sion under the inspiring leadership of the 
President. England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland were all represented by 
their respective General Secretaries, the 
only one missing being the General Sec¬ 
retary of Ireland, Mrs. Hornidgc, who 
unfortunately was not sufficiently re¬ 
covered from her illness to attend. Dr. 
Corona Trcw and Capt. Paul also attend¬ 
ed as delegates, besides several other 
members from the British Isles. 

Camps at Tekels Park, Cambcrley, in¬ 
cluding a Round Table Camp, were once 
more a feature of our summer activities. 
Tekels Park plus Mr. Gardner proves a 
great attraction to all and sundry, includ¬ 
ing the weekend conferences held by the 
Theosophical Research Centre. 

A new venture has been the production 
and circulation of tape-recorded lectures 


this year. Seventy lectures have been 
recorded, and these are greatly in demand 
by the Lodges and Centres, particularly 
those that are not able to arrange for 
visits from lecturers. 

The Study and Training Committee 
has worked during the year on the pre¬ 
paration of a study course entitled “ What 
is Man?” Ten study courses on various 
aspects of Theosophy arc now available, 
and there is usually a good demand for 
these. 

The Publicity Department continues to 
be active. Fifty-eight lecture tours have 
been arranged during the year. Advertis¬ 
ing on the London Underground brings 
in enquiries, and that and other advertis¬ 
ing seem to have made the word Theo¬ 
sophy familiar to a wide public. Discuss¬ 
ion meetings are becoming more popular 
than lectures generally. Dr. Trcw con¬ 
tinues to hold her Secret Doctrine Study 
Class, which is very popular and well at¬ 
tended. A course on public speaking, 
led by Mrs. Gardner, was attended by an 
encouraging number of young members. 
At the New Year a study weekend was 
held at Headquarters under the general 
title of “ The Way of Attainment,” at 
which lectures on three religions were 
given. The Besant Hall was used for 
public lectures in October, April and 
May. Mr. Rohit Mehta spoke at two of 
these, and also to five Lodges in the 
suburbs of London, apart from his exten¬ 
sive tours in other parts of the country. 
He also held two Question and Answer 
meetings at Headquarters. 

Good work has been done in all the 
seven Federations, which hold regular 
conferences and study weekends. 

Headquarters Library continues to be 
a most useful piece of propaganda work. 
About 10,000 books have been exchanged 
during the year and there is a large postal 
service. There are nearly 200 non-F.T.S. 
subscribers. 
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The Enquiry Room is open daily and 
the sale of books has been well main¬ 
tained. Teas are served in the Members’ 
Room on weekdays when members and 
their friends are welcome. A number of 
visitors from abroad have again visited 
us this year. 

The Thcosophical Publishing House re¬ 
ports that the following books have been 
published: Fields of Force by W. Duncan; 
The Mental Body by A. E. Powell (reprint); 
The Opening of the Doors of the Mind by 
L. C. Soper (Blavatsky Lecture for 1956). 

The work of the Thcosophical Order of 
Service continues. There are now groups 
dealing with the following: Race Rela¬ 
tions; Animal Welfare; Refugees; Inter¬ 
national Co-operation; Healing; Chil¬ 
dren’s Care; Borstal after-care (see Theo- 
sophical News and Notes, Nov.-Dee. issue). 
The above work is organized under Sec¬ 


tional control co-ordinated by the central 
committee, the chairman of which is Mr. 
John Coats. The work of collecting 
clothes and money for refugees on the 
Continent continues. We arc now near¬ 
ing the completion of the sixth consign¬ 
ment of clothes, in addition to individual 
parcels to our members in Yugoslavia, 
which will tend to increase since meeting 
a number of these members at Baden 
from whom we were able to learn in 
greater detail of their exact requirements. 

Taking over as the new General Secre¬ 
tary I cannot help being impressed by the 
spirit of happy devotion that pervades all 
the work. There is a strong feeling that 
we arc entering a new age—an age during 
which a new type of consciousness will 
develop or unfold. 

Alice L. Berry, 
General Secretary. 


INDIA 


This has been a year of smooth and 
steady progress. We have left behind the 
65th milestone in the course of our Thco¬ 
sophical journey, and by our work during 
the year have added greatly to the rich 
and varied experience of Thcosophical 
work in India built up in the course of 
six decades or more. 

The year under review has witnessed 
much political agitation in this country 
consequent upon the scheme of the States’ 
Reorganization launched by the Govern¬ 
ment. This agitation was only an outer 
expression of the deep under-currents 
pulsating in the life of New India. Ever 
since 1947, when India achieved her 
political Independence, the peoples of 
this vast sub-continent have been trying to 
seek their individuality through political, 
economic, social, educational and other 
means. A nation cannot stabilize itself 


unless it finds its individuality. The 
search for individuality, which is only an¬ 
other word for a unifying and sustaining 
force capable of keeping the diverse parts 
of a country’s national life together, is a 
very difficult and arduous process. The 
deeper the source from which this unify¬ 
ing force emanates, the greater will be its 
capacity to sustain the weight of the 
national superstructure. At present in 
India economic schemes, language pat¬ 
terns. and social plans are regarded as 
this source whereas it is in India’s spirit¬ 
ual and cultural life that this unifying 
force is to be found. We must rc-dis- 
cover India's unity there. 

It is against this background that the 
work of the Thcosophical Society assumes 
a special significance in this country, for 
our work as Theosophists must bear a 
close relationship to the needs of the 
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country. India today needs the linking 
up of her national life with the spiritual 
and cultural source which has sustained 
her civilization all through the ages. The 
impact of modern industrial and techno¬ 
logical civilization has clouded the vision 
of our countrymen. It should be our 
work to clarify that vision. 

Buddhism Comes Home .—One of the 
most outstanding events that took place 
in India during the year was the country¬ 
wide celebration of the 2,500th birth 
anniversary of the Lord Buddha. It is 
gratifying to sec the great religion of 
Buddhism returning to the land of its 
source and bringing with it the rich har¬ 
vest of experiences gathered in different 
countries, East and West. Among the 
Indian peoples, too, there is an increased 
interest in Buddhism which will no doubt 
greatly enrich the religious life of this 
land. This event of Buddhistic revival is 
of deep significance to Thcosophists. Let 
us hope His teachings will inspire the 
people of India more and more, and 
guide them in the reconstruction of the 
national life of this ancient land. 

Lecture Tours .—During the year, our 
International President was able to pre¬ 
side over the South Indian Thcosophical 
Conference held at Adyar at Easter and 
also the Tamil Districts Theosophical Con¬ 
ference held in November 1955. For more 
than four months he was away from India 
visiting the South American Sections of 
the Thcosophical Society. In the Indian 
Section, as in all the other Sections, he is 
loved and respected by all. His deep 
wisdom and intensely simple life have 
endeared him to all and the Society is 
indeed fortunate to have him at the helm 
of affairs during this critical period in the 
life of humanity. 

Shrimati Rukmini Devi visited Poona, 
Bombay, Varanasi. Patna, Gaya and 
Jabalpur during the year. She presided 
over the Marathi Federation session at 


Jabalpur and also inaugurated the Bihar 
Thcosophical Federation session at 
Gaya. 

The General Secretary. During the 
year I presided over the Uttar Pradesh 
and Marathi Federation sessions held at 
Fatehgarh and Nagpur respectively, and 
conducted a camp of Theosophical stu¬ 
dents and workers held at Surat. I also 
visited the Bombay, Ahmedabad and 
Delhi Lodges. I was out of India for 
four months from April to August visit¬ 
ing Lodges in England. Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland and Eire. 1 went to 
the United Kingdom at the invitation of 
the English Section. During my four 
months’ stay there I visited 62 Lodges 
and attended the annual Conventions of 
the English and the Scottish Sections and 
the Northern Ireland Federation. 

Shrimati Shridcvi Mehta was appointed 
by the Indian Section Council at its meet¬ 
ing held at Adyar in December 1955 to 
officiate as General Secretary during my 
absence from India from April to August 
1956. During the year she presided over 
the Bihar Theosophical Federation ses¬ 
sion held at Gaya. She conducted one 
Regional camp of Theosophical students 
and workers at Juhu, Bombay, as also a 
Youth camp at Broach. She also helped 
in conducting a camp of Thcosophical 
students and workers at Varanasi and at 
Surat. 

During the year Shrimati Shridevi 
Mehta visited Aurangabad, Dchri-on-Sone, 
Muzaffarpur and Chapra. in the Bihar 
Federation; Mirzapur and Fatehgarh in 
the Uttar Pradesh Federation. She also 
went to Nagpur, Delhi, Bombay and 
Ahmedabad. 

Shri M. Subramaniam presided over 
the Andhra Circars Federation session 
held at Yellamanchili, and visited Cal¬ 
cutta. He made an extensive lecture tour 
of the South-East Asian countries of 
Ceylon, Indonesia, Malaya, Singapore 
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and Burma. His visits greatly strength¬ 
ened the Thcosophical work in those 
countries. 

Mrs. Nedra Ruder of the American 
Section, who came to India in 1955 to 
attend the School of the Wisdom, was 
invited by the Executive Committee of 
the Indian Section to undertake a lecture 
tour of the Indian Section during the 
year. In the course of six months she 
made an extensive tour visiting Lodges in 
the Karnataka, Marathi, Bombay, Guja¬ 
rati, Andhra Circars and Rayalasecma 
Federations. In all she visited 36 places 
giving public lectures and talks to mem¬ 
bers which were greatly appreciated every¬ 
where. She also helped in the Regional 
camp held at Juhu. Her lour has been 
of immense benefit to the Section and I 
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to 
her on behalf of the Indian Section for all 
the splendid help given to our work in 
this country. 

Shri Harjivan Mehta conducted two 
study camps in the Madhya Bharat and 
Delhi Federations and visited Lodges in 
the Bombay Federation. 

Mrs. M. R. Dhalla visited Lodges in the 
Gujarat Federation, as also in Poona. 

Shri S. G. Venkataramanan visited 18 
Lodges in the Tamil Federation and 13 in 
the Andhra Circars Federation. 

Over and above these. Professor R. Sri- 
nivasan, Shri Shambhu Dayal, Shri S. N. 
Chowdhary and Shrimati Indumati Mehta 
visited Lodges in Delhi, Tamil, Bombay 
and Madhya Bharat-Rajasthan Federa¬ 
tions. 

Passed Over. —During the year 64 mem¬ 
bers of the Indian Section passed away. 
We remember them all with sincere grate¬ 
fulness. In terms of physical plane activ¬ 
ities the Section has been rendered poorer 
due to the passing away of these devoted 
members. 1 would like to make special 
reference to the following five members 


because of their outstanding services to 
the Indian Section:—Dr. James H. Cou¬ 
sins, Shri C. S. Trilokckar, Shri I. J. Tara- 
porcwalla, Shri Jagat Narayan, Mr. Henry 
van dc Poll. 

Membership .—We began the year with 
a membership of 6,428. During the year 
787 new members came into the Society, 
280 revived their membership, and two 
members were transferred from other 
Sections. As against this, 64 members 
died, 31 resigned, 7 transferred their mem¬ 
bership to other Sections and 593 mem¬ 
bers dropped out for non-payment of 
dues. The membership of the Indian 
Section thus stands at 6,802 on 1st Octo¬ 
ber 1956—an increase of 374 members. 

Lodges and Centres .—We began the 
year with 426 Lodges and 59 Centres 
affiliated to the Indian Section. During 
the year 14 new Lodges and 6 new Centres 
were formed and 2 dormant Lodges and 
one dormant Centre were revived. In the 
course of the year, 5 Centres were raised 
to the status of Lodges. As against this, 
25 Lodges were dissolved and 8 Centres 
were declared non-active. Thus at the 
close of the year we had 417 Lodges and 
53 Centres, a total of 470 constituent units 
of the Indian Section as against 485 last 
year. 

Study Camps .—One of the special fea¬ 
tures of our work in the Indian Section 
during the last few years has been the 
holding of study camps. These camps 
are becoming more and more effective for 
the intensification of our work. During 
the year two Regional camps were held, 
one at Juhu (Bombay) and the other at 
Adyar. The first was conducted by Shri¬ 
mati Shridcvi Mehta assisted by Shri Har¬ 
jivan Mehta and Mrs. Nedra Ruder, with 
delegates from Bombay, Gujarat and 
Marathi Federations attending. The camp 
at Adyar was under the direction of Dr. 
C. R. Kamath and was attended by dele¬ 
gates from South Indian Federations. 
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At the Federation level, study camps 
were held during the year in Andhra Cir- 
cars. Bihar, Gujarati, Karnataka, Madhya- 
Bharat, Tamil, Uttar Pradesh and Youth 
Federations, as well as several camps of 
short duration. 

The Theosophical Review. —The Section 
journal has in recent years grown into an 
effective link between the various units of 
Theosophical work in India. It has now 
become a bi-lingual journal, a few pages 
of Hindi having been added this year. 
English and Hindi are the two languages 
that function at present at the national 
level and probably that position will con¬ 
tinue for many years. Although the Sec¬ 
tion journal involves a heavy item of ex¬ 
penditure, I am of the opinion that this is 
legitimate because a large Section like ours 
must have a respectable journal of its own. 

Hindi Publications. —One of the most 
important activities at the Section Head¬ 
quarters has been that of publishing 
Theosophical books in Hindi. This work 
is being done under the auspices of the 
Ananda Prakashan, an independent body 
having no official connection with the 
Indian Section, but as it has been engaged 
in publishing Theosophical books I refer 
to it in my reports. There are 48 Thco- 
sophical books now available in Hindi. 
Unfortunately, we had to discontinue the 
publication of the Hindi journal Ananda. 
This work of Hindi publications is being 
carried on by Shrimati Shridevi Mehta, 
Shri Ramachandra Shukla and Shri K. G. 
Bhadbhade. 

Practical Work. —Many a time it is 
stated that Theosophists arc not doing any 
practical work; that apart from lectures 
and study classes there is nothing else that 
they do. There is no reason why lectures 
and study classes should not be regarded 
as practical work. Dissemination of ideas 
and transformation of human minds is 
as practical, if not more so, as the dis¬ 
tribution of goods and reconstruction of 


institutions and organizations. But, as it 
is, Theosophists in India are engaged not 
merely in lecturing and study class work 
—they arc connected with a number of 
educational, cultural and humanitarian 
activities. 

The main emphasis of practical work in 
India is, however, educational. At the 
Section Headquarters there are three insti¬ 
tutions, the Bcsant Theosophical School, 
the Vasanta Kanya Mahavidyalaya and 
the Bharatiya Sangcet Vidyalaya which 
contribute richly to the life there. All 
over the country, in practically all the 
Federations, Theosophists are conducting 
educational institutions. To every big 
Lodge of the Theosophical Society in 
India is attached a library which is open 
to the public. At numerous places our 
members are engaged in the Scout move¬ 
ment, in Harijan work, in women’s 
organizations, in work among prisoners, 
in running charitable dispensaries for the 
poor, etc. These activities arc being 
carried on individually or in groups. 

Work in Delhi. —My report for the year 
would be incomplete without mention of 
the growth and development of Theoso¬ 
phical work in Delhi—the Capital of the 
Indian Republic. Some years ago a plot 
of land was acquired in Delhi for the con¬ 
struction of a building which would serve 
as our Theosophical Headquarters in the 
Capital. During the year much progress 
has been made in the direction of con¬ 
structing this building because of the 
generous donation by Mrs. Kagal, Vice- 
President of the Delhi Theosophical Feder¬ 
ation and a prominent social worker. 
Shri B. P. Sinha, one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court and President of the Delhi 
Theosophical Federation, Mrs. Kagal and 
Shri P. L. Bhargava, Secretary of the 
Federation, have been working tirelessly 
for the construction of this Headquarters 
building in Delhi. In April 1956, Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad, President of the Indian 
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Republic, laid the foundation stone and 
within six months the main hall (with two 
rooms attached for office and reading 
room) have been completed. The build¬ 
ing looks dignified—though small—and 
has a spacious lawn in front of it which 
can be used for big outdoor meetings. 

Railway Concession. —From 1950 on¬ 
wards we have been making strenuous 
efforts to obtain concessions in railway 
fares for our members who attend con¬ 
ferences and Conventions. So far, all 
our representations to the Railway Board 
for the inclusion of the Theosophical 
Society in the list of institutions receiving 
railway concessions have failed. Curiously 
enough, our request has been turned down 
because the Government regards the 
Theosophical Society as a sectarian move¬ 
ment! I feel the time has come when a 
strong public opinion should be created 
in India impressing upon the Government 
the non-sectarian character of the Society 
and, therefore, requesting the grant of 
railway concessions to its members at¬ 
tending Theosophical Conventions. 

Panda Baijnath Endowment. —In 1936 
Shri Panda Baijnath created an endow¬ 
ment of Rs. 21,000-0-0 for the work of 
the Indian Section, the interest to be used 
every year for the travelling expenses of a 
National Lecturer of the Indian Section. 
We arc very grateful to Shri Panda Baij¬ 
nath for this munificent donation. I was 
the first to be appointed as National Lec¬ 
turer in 1937. For a number of years no 
National Lecturer could be appointed, 
but since 1949 every year we have used 
the interest to meet the travelling expenses 
of our National Lecturers since engaged. 
Shri U. G. Krishnamurti was appointed 
for two years, and from 1951 onwards 
Shri M. Subramaniam has been National 
Lecturer. In 1955-56 we invited Mrs. 
Nedra Ruder to tour Lodges in India as 
a National Lecturer. This endowment 
has thus been of very great value in the 


work of the Section. The Fund stands 
today at Rs. 33,900-7-8. We would like 
this to be increased by fresh donations 
from persons who can afford it, so that 
out of the interest we can offer travelling 
expenses to more than one National Lec¬ 
turer. 

The Section Headquarters. —The work 
at the Section Headquarters has been 
going on smoothly in the different depart¬ 
ments of the work. Apart from the 
departmental work, a number of other 
activities arc regularly carried on at the 
Headquarters, in which the residents take 
part: Group Meditation on Mondays, 
Household meetings on Thursdays, the 
Ritual of the Mystic Star, the Bharata 
Samaj Puja, the Healing Ritual. There 
are functioning at the Section Head¬ 
quarters two Theosophical Lodges—the 
Kashi Tattva Sabha and the Annie Bcsant 
Youth Lodge, and also a branch of the 
League for Indian Womanhood. 

I wish to thank all my colleagues at the 
Headquarters for the wholehearted co¬ 
operation they have given me in the ad¬ 
ministration of the estate. 

“ Shanti Kunj ".—The Indian Section 
urgently needs to renovate the building 
at the Section Headquarters which is 
known as “ Shanti Kunj,” where Dr. 
Besant lived for many years and where 
the President stays when he visits the Sec¬ 
tion Headquarters. The building is now 
more than 60 years old and needs major 
repairs. We have started a fund called 
the Shanti Kunj Renovation Fund. Be¬ 
ing the home of Dr. Besant, I feel sure 
that the members of the Indian Section 
will contribute generously to this fund so 
that the building may be saved. 

Our Future Work. —I wish to draw the 
attention of the members, and particular¬ 
ly of the Lodge and Federation workers, 
to certain aspects of our work which need 
to be attended to during the coming year. 
We need to turn our serious attention, in 
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each Federation, to the creation of trained 
personnel for our Lodge work. A Lodge 
raises or lowers the dignity of the whole 
Thcosophical Society by what it does in 
the conduct of its affairs. Each Lodge 
should devote some time to consider such 
important factors in Lodge work as the 
arrangement of study classes, organiza¬ 
tion of public lectures, publicity, library, 
contact with members, contact with edu¬ 
cational, cultural, religious and humani¬ 
tarian movements and administration. 

It would be desirable to have weekend 
camps in each Federation to consider the 
above-mentioned as well as other matters. 
Our 470 Lodges and Centres form a vast 
network. If these units could function 
effectively, there would be a tremendous 
force generated for the cause of Theo¬ 
sophy and the Thcosophical Society in 
this country. 

Visiting Lecturers .—For the last two 
years we have been enlisting the services 
of honorary lecturers on a national basis. 
This has proved quite effective—but as 
India is such a vast country, it is necessary 
to have many more visiting lecturers than 
we have at present. I request all those 
who can spare time and energy to join in 
this work, which will imply going out of 
one’s own Federation area. 

It is the experience of most of us that 
lecturing work requires a watchfulness to 
observe the needs of the people. Theo- 
sophical lecturers must relate Theosophy 
to the fundamental problems of the men 
and women who form their audiences. 
Today people have begun to feel the im¬ 
pact of acute psychological problems. 
The message of Theosophy should enable 
people to understand the causes of their 
psychological suffering. Thus a psycho¬ 
logical approach through Theosophy has 


become almost imperative if our lecturing 
work is to be effective. 

Association of Teachers .—As education 
has been for many years one of the dis¬ 
tinguishing features of the work of Thco- 
sophists in India, I feel it would be greatly 
desirable to have a Thcosophical Teachers’ 
Association in India. There are all over 
the country no less than five hundred— 
perhaps more—members of the Indian 
Section who arc engaged in educational 
work as teachers, lecturers and professors. 
They thus have before them a wide scope 
for educational work along Thcosophical 
lines. In order that this may be done 
effectively, it is desirable that teachers 
should come together for discussion of 
educational matters. Conferences of these 
teachers, and Thcosophical seminars on 
education to enable teachers to clarify 
their understanding of Theosophy as well 
as education, could be held periodically 
at different places. An Association like 
this would prove a powerful instrument 
for infusing a true Thcosophical spirit in 
education. When our country is faced 
with vast problems of education and the 
approach to it seems to be more quanti¬ 
tative than qualitative, an Association of 
Theosophical teachers can make a sub¬ 
stantial contribution in evolving a right 
approach. 

1 specially wish to draw the attention of 
our members to this threefold aspect of 
our work: (1) an organizational integra¬ 
tion at the Lodge level; (2) an emphasis 
on the psychological approach in our 
presentation of Theosophy; and (3) an 
Association of Theosophical Teachers 
serving as an instrument for infusing a 
new spirit in education; these can well be¬ 
come our platform of work during the 
coming year. 

Rohit Mehta, 
Genera / Secretary. 



AUSTRALIA 


41 


AUSTRALIA 


The important events of 1956 have been 
the National Convention in Perth, March 
29th—April 2nd, and Miss Helen Zahara’s 
tour of the Section. 

This was the first All-Australian Con¬ 
vention held in Western Australia and its 
effect has been to bring east and west to¬ 
gether and consolidate the whole Section 
in a way not possible before. Perth Lodge 
was chartered sixty years ago, on 10th 
June 1897, and as our western outpost has 
developed a high degree of self-reliance. 

The theme of Convention—“ Shaping 
the Future of Australia "—evoked a syn¬ 
thesis of cultural and spiritual ideals along 
the line of Australia’s evolutionary ad¬ 
vance. The national destiny was sum¬ 
med up in the General Secretary’s Con¬ 
vention lecture entitled “ Australia’s Op¬ 
portunity”. 

Some important objectives were achiev¬ 
ed: Besides establishing the Theosophical 
Order of Service in Perth and authorizing 
the purchase of a Ferrograph tape re¬ 
corder for the Section, Convention set 
up an Interstate Library Committee at 
Sydney Headquarters to handle the dis¬ 
tribution of Theosophical books to pub¬ 
lic libraries, metropolitan and country, 
throughout Australia. This long-range 
plan is already in operation, the first 
choice of books for donation being The 
Other Side of Death (C. W. Leadbcatcr) 
and Reincarnation (Annie Bcsant). 

A summer school. April 3rd—6th, dis¬ 
cussed modern developments in science, 
problems of youth, and the dharma of 
the Theosophical Society in national life. 

Miss Zahara arrived at Perth in April 
shortly after Convention and began a 
Section tour as National Lecturer. She 
has already been as far north as Cairns 
and Atherton in Queensland and is now 
in Melbourne. Her attractive approach, 
her intimate knowledge of the Society’s 
6 


affairs, and her illustrated travelogues are 
important factors in her presentation. 
She is strengthening the work everywhere, 
both the metropolitan Lodges and the 
smaller isolated Lodges which benefit so 
much from such a visit. She is keen on 
supplying these smaller Lodges especially 
with tape-recorded lectures. Miss Zahara 
visits New Zealand over Christmas and 
returns to Australia for the 1957 Easter 
Convention. 

Membership. —The trend is still up¬ 
wards. The total on 30th September 1956 
was 1.225, a slight increase of 8 on the 
previous year’s total of 1,217. The largest 
Lodges are Blavatsky (Sydney) and Mel¬ 
bourne with just over 300 each, Brisbane 
Lodge having 156, Adelaide 112 and Perth 
113. The Lodges have continued to work 
harmoniously and with enthusiam. Our 
principal Lodges arc 500 miles apart and 
Perth Lodge 2,000 miles from Sydney, so 
that visiting lecturers and Convention 
gatherings arc welcome occasions. 

The School of the Wisdom. —Miss Shirley 
Macpherson and Miss Audrey Lymer, 
Adelaide Lodge, left by steamer in August 
to attend the current session of the School 
at Adyar. 

Broadcasting.— Listeners in all the States 
except Western Australia are able to tune 
in to our 15-minutc session on Station 
2GB Sydney every Sunday night. This 
Station was founded by Theosophists 
thirty years ago and we broadcast under 
a long-term contract. A Radio Talks 
Committee reads the copy, thus ensuring 
a high standard. 

Section Journal.—Theosophy in Austra¬ 
lia is now printing 1,250 copies for mem¬ 
bers and subscribers. It is indispensable 
for keeping members in touch with Head¬ 
quarters and with one another in this 
country of “ magnificent distances”. 
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The Young Theosophists. —The Young 
Theosophists are vigorous in the larger 
Lodges and show vision and originality in 
their presentations; they incline more to 
symposiums and group discussions than 
solo addresses. Their journal Fraternity 
is published regularly. The annual Youth 
Conference held during the Section Con¬ 
vention, and Interstate summer schools 
are of great value in co-ordinating the 
widely separated groups. 

Donations to Aiiyar .—The Section has 
donated to Adyar Funds for the 12 months 
ended 30th September 1956, a total of 
£251-10-1. 

Finance .—The financial position is 
sound. The Section is receiving some 


financial assistance from investments in 
Broadcasting Station 2GB Pty. Limited. 

U.N. celebrations were held on special 
days and support was given to Buddhist 
societies which are raising funds for build¬ 
ing a temple in Sydney. 

On the whole the Section has had a year 
of steady effort. The advance is not 
spectacular, but those who arc vitally 
engaged in the work realize that Theoso- 
phical ideas arc spreading in the country, 
and that this effort is achieved not only by 
propaganda but no less definitely by the 
quality of living of the individual Theo- 
sophist. 

J. L. Davidge, 
General Secretary. 


SWEDEN 


The activities of the Swedish Section 
arc mainly concentrated in about 12 of 
the 21 Lodges. These active Lodges have 
regular meetings for members, study 
classes and public lectures, while activities 
in the other Lodges are less frequent. 
Besides this work in the Lodges some 
special events have taken place. 

In November 1955 the Section had a 
most appreciated visit by Mr. Axel von 
Fielitz-Coniar from Germany. He visit¬ 
ed Lodges in Stockholm, Gothenburg 
and Orcbro. gave public lectures, and 
addressed members at Headquarters 
on the 80th Anniversary Day of the 
Society. 

In March 1956 a series of public lec¬ 
tures was given in one of the well-known 
lecture halls of Stockholm. The keynote 
for the lectures was: “ What does Theo¬ 
sophy answer to the questions of modern 
man?” Some 150 people attended each 
lecture, and a meeting for discussion and 
questions was held a few days after each. 
About a hundred from the audience put 


their names down for further contact with 
the Thcosophical Society. 

The Convention of the Swedish Section 
was held May 12th-13th, in Stockholm, 
with the usual business meetings, lecture, 
etc. Mr. Gdsta Lindstrdm was elected as 
the new General Secretary in the spring. 

In the latter part of August this year 
the Swedish Section had its summer 
school at Stcnsund, south of Stockholm. 
As guest and main speaker we were glad 
to sec Mrs. Doris Groves from London. 
Wc appreciated very much her natural 
and clear way of talking about deep things 
and of making them understood in their 
bearing on daily life. The keynote of 
the summer school was: “ Theosophy and 
modern problems,” and its aspects were 
considered in talks and discussions. About 
40 persons, members and some sympath¬ 
izers, attended. 

In Stockholm a group of Young Theo¬ 
sophists is meeting regularly. Part of 
that group attended the summer school, 
where they had their own meetings as well 
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as joining the ordinary meetings of the 
school. 

A few lecture tours to Lodges have been 
undertaken by Swedish lecturers. The 
main difficulty in supporting the smaller 
Lodges and reviving the work where it has 
gone down, is the lack of good lecturers 
who have the time needed to travel. 

The need for a good, modern presenta¬ 
tion of Theosophy has long been fell in 
the Section. To meet this need a special 
issue of the sectional magazine was pub¬ 


lished, containing articles chosen to give 
many different aspects of Theosophy and 
the activities of the Thcosophical Society. 
Extra copies will be used during the next 
few years as an introduction to Theos¬ 
ophy. Annie Besant’s book Thought Power, 
its Control and Culture has been reprinted 
in Swedish. 

The Section has at present 393 mem¬ 
bers and 21 Lodges. 

GOsta Lindstrom, 
General Secretary. 


NEW ZEALAND 


Touring Lecturers.—Mr. Geoffrey Hod- 
son, International Lecturer and Author, 
gave us the benefit of his help and experi¬ 
ence for the earlier part of this year, and 
has now arrived back from a ten months’ 
tour of America, Canada, Mexico. Cuba 
and Hawaii to help us for the ensuing six 
months, and be the chief guest lecturer at 
our Diamond Jubilee Convention this 
coming Christmas, and at our Easter 
summer school. 

Mrs. E. Marion Lavender, M.A., L.L.A., 
arrived at the beginning of the year for a 
seven months’ tour. Her lectures includ¬ 
ing Secret Doctrine study classes, and 
her general helpfulness have been so bene¬ 
ficial and popular that our Section has 
invited her to stay as guest lecturer for 
the whole of 1956 and as far into 1957 as 
she can arrange. In our Dunedin Con¬ 
vention she brought inspiration, enthus¬ 
iasm and joy with teaching into our 
gatherings. Her warm presentation of 
straight Theosophy and her ever readiness 
to help has endeared her to all our mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr. F. Goodey, J.P., our National Lec¬ 
turer, has visited all the Lodges in both 
Islands and most of our Drawing-room 
Groups. He has been most helpful and 


has evoked loving response in the hearts 
of all with whom he has come in contact. 

Miss Sandra Chase, past National Lec¬ 
turer, has made several lecture tours bring¬ 
ing inspiration to the public in general 
and the solution of personal problems to 
many of our members. It will be a sacri¬ 
fice for our Section to spare her to be 
guest lecturer for the Southern African 
Convention, Easter 1957, and during the 
six months or so while she is lecturing in 
South. East and Central Africa and Rho¬ 
desia. 

Bishop //. H. Banks has veiy generously 
lectured throughout both Islands, con¬ 
ducted veiy successfully enquirers’ classes 
for the H.P.B. Lodge through the year, 
led our Round Table activities, and been 
a great source of help in every way. 

Miss Mary Graham returned with en¬ 
riched experience from her lecture tour of 
the British Isles and her visit to Adyar, 
and has generously toured our Lodges. 
Her understanding and love of India 
have helped us to realize the wonder and 
inner heart of that great land. 

Miss N. M. J. Finlayson, who represent¬ 
ed our Section at the Australian Conven¬ 
tion in Perth last Easter, returned from 
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Adyar during the year and lectured at a 
number of our Lodges. 

The General Secretary, Mr. Brian Dun- 
ningham, and many others have lectured 
at our Lodges and outside organizations 
such as Rotary Clubs, Chambers of Com¬ 
merce, Travel Clubs, University Groups, 
and Women's Organizations, and carried 
out considerable publicity and propa¬ 
ganda work. 

Membership. —120 new members have 
joined our Section this year, 9 rejoined or 
transferred from overseas, 11 resigned, 5 
were transferred to other Sections, 11 
lapsed and 16 have been called to higher 
service. A net increase of 86 brings our 
membership to 1,063 as at the 30th Sep¬ 
tember 1956, as compared with 977 at 
the same time last year. 

Drawing-Room Groups. —New Groups 
have been formed in Levin and Tauranga. 
We hope the latter will be strong enough 
shortly to form a new Lodge. All the 
older established Drawing-room Groups 
have successfully extended the knowledge 
of Theosophy to a very wide range of 
people throughout the year. Copies of 
“ How to form and operate Drawing¬ 
room Lodges ” arc available free of charge 
from Section Headquarters. 

Tape Records. —Many of the Lodges 
have now purchased machines and a con¬ 
siderable library of 3f and 7| inches per 
second International tapes on 1,200 feet 
spools has been established. All Mr. 
Hodson’s public lectures and most of his 
study class talks have been recorded. We 
have also received by courtesy of Lodges 
and members of the American Section 
many of Mr. Hodson's lectures in America, 
a scries of eight I2-minutc radio broad¬ 
casts given from Los Angeles, California, 
with another eighteen to come shortly. 
A hundred ordinary long-playing gramo¬ 
phone records, 33J speed, of his inspiring 
talk “ From Man to Superman ” have 
been made for us in America, and will be 


available shortly at about £1 each. We 
also hope to receive within the next few 
weeks two talkie colour films, and one 
in black and white of his full length 
lectures. These could no doubt be copied 
and made available. We have added to 
our tape library some splendid recordings 
of our International President, many of 
the English leaders, and the tapes pro¬ 
curable from other parts of the world. 
These are available to all Sections and 
Lodges at the wholesale cost of the tape 
and postage; namely £2 each post free. 
Copies in both 3$ and 1\ inches per 
second arc available. 

Theosophy in New Zealand. —The mod¬ 
ern and colourful presentation of the 
Section journal has found a most en¬ 
couraging response both in oui own coun¬ 
try and many other parts of the world. 
Our Editor, Mrs. Roma Dunningham, in¬ 
vites members of the Society in all coun¬ 
tries to send in helpful information and 
news to increase the interest and helpful¬ 
ness of our magazine. The circulation 
has again increased this year. 

Correspondence Courses. —Our Nation¬ 
al Lecturer, Mr. Frank Goodcy, very 
generously and assiduously prepared a 
Correspondence Course consisting of 26 
fortnightly lessons. Each of these has 
been supplemented by a page of Medita¬ 
tion by Bishop Banks. These arc still 
available at the cost of printing and post¬ 
age, namely 30 - for the entire course, 
from Section Headquarters, 10 Belvedere 
Street, Epsom, Auckland. We arc glad 
to report that these have met with a wide 
response in New Zealand and overseas, 
have been translated into several other 
languages and broadcast overseas. 

The School of the Wisdom. —Mrs. Dulcie 
Mason, wife of the Hon. H. G. R. 
Mason, M.P., Q.C., late Minister of Edu¬ 
cation and Justice, and Miss N. M. J. 
FinlaysDn represented our Section at the 
School of the Wisdom at Adyar. 
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Funds for Adyar.—We have been priv¬ 
ileged to send another £100 to Adyar 
this year for a valued member, £55-15-11 
for the Adyar Day Fund, £22-8-6 for the 
A. B. C. Fund. £29-4-6 for the Raja Com¬ 
memorative Fund, and £28-16-0 is going 
forward for the Olcott Harijan Schools. 

Easier Summer School. —A record at¬ 
tendance which overflowed the Orewa 
Hotel, its annexes, and four other houses, 
enjoyed the camp, with Mrs. E. Marion 
Lavender, M.A., L.L.A. (Hons.), as guest 
speaker, and Miss Sandra Chase as leader 
of the morning reflections. Miss Mary 
Graham arrived back in time to share 
with us the magic of India. 

Theosophical Order of Service.—Acting 
under the instruction of the last Thcoso- 
phical Society Convention, the Thcoso- 
phical Order of Service has cariied out 
extensive and most helpful Youth Surveys 
under the direction of its capable National 
Secretary, Mr. Lewis Grant, M.Com., 
F.R.A.N.N.Z. Mr. Grant has also tour¬ 
ed the North Island of New Zealand lec¬ 
turing for both the T.S. and the T.O.S. 
The National Executive has been strength¬ 
ened by the help of Mrs. Jean Cole-Baker. 

League for World Womanhood. —Owing 
to the increased demand for Mr. Hodson’s 
booklet dealing with this important matter 
and entitled The Spiritual Significance of 
Motherhood , a second edition was printed 
and is now over two-thirds sold out. 
Limited supplies arc still available for 
20 - a dozen post free from Section Head¬ 
quarters. It is also available in Spanish. 

Vasanta Garden School. —The Theoso¬ 
phical Educational Trust Board has con¬ 
tinued to maintain Theosophy’s great 
contribution in the educational field. 
Miss Bertha Darroch is again helping the 
school. As our Principals arc nearing 
retiring age, we understand that the Board 
would welcome information as to the 
availability of a future Principal, and 
possibly extra teaching staff. A letter to 


Mr. J. G. Patterson, President of the 
Board, Vasanta Garden School, 72 Mar¬ 
got Street, Epsom, Auckland, S.E.3. 
would bring the fullest possible informa¬ 
tion. 

Section Funds. —A gift of £2,000, with 
a similar sum to follow, has kindly been 
made by an anonymous donor for the 
purchase of a property which will be 
available for the Society’s purposes when 
the donor no longer needs the same. 

Diamond Jubilee Convention. —Welling¬ 
ton Lodge, which will be host for the forth¬ 
coming Diamond Jubilee Convention and 
celebrations, has already engaged three 
hostels to accommodate the many mem¬ 
bers who have already sent in their book¬ 
ings. A special programme has been 
arranged and our guest speakers will in¬ 
clude Mr. Geoffrey Hodson, Miss Helen 
Zahara, National Lecturer for Australia, 
and Mrs. E. Marion Lavender, M.A., 
L.L.A. (Hons.). Miss Zahara has kindly 
agreed to do a lecturing tour of all Lodges 
early in 1957. Overseas members arc 
coming from Sydney and Melbourne if 
bookings arc available, and from Nor¬ 
folk Island. All will be most cordially 
welcomed. 

Conclusion.— Our keynote for the year 
has been “Theosophy,the Spiritual Science 
the World is Seeking,’* and our theme 
“ None must ever Wait or call for Light 
in Vain Our members have given 
generously in order to popularize a know¬ 
ledge of Theosophy. It is most encourag¬ 
ing to see a broadening of outlook, a 
newer light and understanding, a greater 
humaneness, and a fuller acknowledg¬ 
ment of the fact of Brotherhood. It is 
inspiring to see in our members the inner 
joy and sense of fulfilment which comes 
from dedication to the Service of the 
Masters, helping Them in some small 
measure in Their glorious task of elevat¬ 
ing all to the state of perfected manhood. 
May the Blessing of the Lord of Love 



46 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


inspire us, and the Strength of the Inner joyfully serve humanity throughout the 
Founders of our Society empower us to coming year. 

Brian Dunningham, 
General Secretary. 


NETHERLANDS 


General Work. —On the whole our Sec¬ 
tion continued its activities in a satisfac¬ 
tory way. Nearly all our 37 Lodges were 
active, organizing lectures and study 
classes for members and enquirers, and 
lectures for the public in general. More¬ 
over, it is becoming customary that several 
Lodges in the northern, as well as in the 
southern and middle parts of the country 
arc joining in meetings once a year at 
suitable places. Such meetings, usually 
attended by the General Secretary, prove 
a great success. 

Two meetings of the National Council 
were held. During the first meeting a 
revision of the Rules and Regulations 
was decided upon. In the second meeting 
it was resolved to participate in the funds 
necessary for the building of a second 
home for young Thcosophists (also to be 
used by elder members when free) in St. 
Michael’s Centre. This last decision will, 
we hope, strengthen the contact between 
the Section and the Huizen Centre. 

On two occasions we were enabled to 
broadcast Theosophical news and ideas: 
first at the celebration of the 80th Anniver¬ 
sary of the Society in November last; and 
second, when one of the broadcasting 
companies invited the General Secretary 
to be interviewed on Theosophy. The 
public interest in Theosophy appears to 
be definitely increasing. This was also 
shown by the requests of two important 
Dutch newspapers asking for an exposi¬ 
tion on Theosophy. 


At the April meeting of the National 
Council Mr. B. Woutcrs was re-elected 
General Secretary for three years. 

Membership. —There is a small increase 
of 8 members, the total number amounting 
to 1,641. 

Convention. —The annual Convention 
was combined with a summer school, five 
days altogether. It was a new experiment 
and it proved a splendid success. It was 
held in beautiful surroundings near the 
town of Amcrsfoort, in the middle of 
Holland. The number of participants 
was not large (50-70 for the summer 
school and 150 for Convention day), but 
there was an excellent happy spirit and 
that makes all the difference. 

Publicity. —Our Publishing Department 
continues its activities. Three small books 
of the new series have been published and 
we arc now preparing the editing and re¬ 
printing of some larger books in Dutch 
translations which arc needed most. 

Theosophical Research Centre. —Four 
groups of this Centre are continuing its 
studies. The Centre has some financial 
support vested in a new Foundation, 
named “ Proklos ” (the name of a well- 
known leader of the Platonic Academy at 
Athens in the 5th century). This Foun¬ 
dation seeks to realize a rather ambitious 
plan for the future: to found and keep up 
an Academy and to establish a chair at one 
of the existing Universities in Holland. 

B. Woutfrs, 
General Secretary. 
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FRANCE 

No Report 


ITALY 


This is the last report I send you as 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Italy, for 1 retired last month. 

Doctor Giuseppe Filipponio, President 
of Lodge Loto Bianco in Rome, whom 
I proposed as my successor, was ap¬ 
pointed General Secretary at the 42nd 
Italian Theosophical Congress which took 
place in Rome from the 1st to 3rd Sep¬ 
tember 1956. 

The following are the statistics of the 
Italian Section for the year: 

Regular Lodges, 29, with total 
members .. 1,014 

Independent Members .. 66 

Total membership .. 1,080 

The Section is in regress of 2 Lodges, 
but effectively of one only, as the two 
Lodges of Novara have been united in 
one. We have kept our positions and 
have realized some progress during this 
year as we have registered 58 new ad¬ 
missions. 


Unfortunately during the past months 
we have lost Ing. Mario Ingaramo, V.G.S. 
and President of Lodge H. P. B. of Turin; 
Ing. Aldo Godenigo, President of Lodge 
Giuliana of Trieste; Gaspare Boris, a 
pioneer of the Theosophical movement in 
Turin. The Italian Section in spite of the 
death of these members, and of many ex¬ 
ternal difficulties, has realized its ancient 
aspirations by coming into possession of 
a home in Rome; this is now the General 
Theosophical Italian Headquarters. 

I leave my charge in great satisfaction 
because I have been able to help the Theo¬ 
sophical Society in Italy, directing it these 
18 years, and am satisfied with the 
qualities of my successor who is a man full 
of devotion and courage. 

I consider myself in active reserve, for I 
have been named honorary General Sec¬ 
retary ad vitam by the Congress, therefore 
I feel myself always spiritually tied to the 
International Headquarters of Adyar. 

Dr. Giuseppe Gasco, 
General Secretary. 


GERMANY 


During the year under report the Lodge 
work in all parts of our country has been 
continued as in previous years. Re¬ 
gular meetings every week or fortnight 
have been held in all groups with study of 
Theosophical literature, discussions and 
lectures. There have also been some 
public lectures and in some places intro¬ 
ductory courses for applicants. The re¬ 


sult of this work has been a steadily in¬ 
creasing membership and the formation of 
two new Centres in Kassel and Dortmund. 
We have had 32 new admissions and on 
the other hand 12 outgoing members, 
which means an increase altogether of 20 
members, bringing the total to 492. 

I myself have been able to visit most 
of the Lodges in the western part of 
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Germany and I have lectured nearly every 
fortnight in Hamburg. 

There was not the usual summer school 
this year because wc had the European 
Congress in Baden near Vienna in Austria 
and 38 members of the German Section 
were able to be present. 

In springtime there was, as in other 
years, a meeting of the Regional Com¬ 
mittee of the German-speaking Sections 
in Basle, Switzerland, with Mr. van 
Disscl in the chair, which I was able to 
attend, and wc discussed there the possi¬ 
bilities and the programme for the Con¬ 
gress in Baden. 

In Baden there were gatherings of the 
Curatorium of the Adyar-Verlag in Graz. 
It has been decided that the German 


periodical Adyar should be published in 
Germany in future, instead of by the 
Adyar-Verlag, beginning with the year 
1957, in order to make it possible to issue 
this paper regularly four times a year. It 
was further decided that the Adyar-Verlag 
should be financially underwritten in case 
of its having a deficit, by the three interest¬ 
ed Sections and the European Federation, 
to enable it to publish new Thcosophical 
books, the first being The Ancient Wisdom 
by Dr. A. Besant, with the private help of 
some members in Switzerland and Ger¬ 
many. Altogether it was a successful 
Congress, and we had a very successful 
year of work in our country. 

Martin Boyken, 
General Secretary. 


CUBA 


We are pleased to give a report of our 
Section for the twelve months ending Sep¬ 
tember 30th 1956; however, we have ad¬ 
justed same to also cover the period from 
October 1st 1952, up to September 30th 
1956, in view of the fact that no reports 
were sent to you since 1952. 

On account of the abnormal conditions 
in our Section, and due to the fact that 
our administrative centre was divided be¬ 
tween the cities of Havana and Cabaiguan, 
no reports have been sent to you since 
1952. 

From October 1st 1952, to September 
30th 1956, ten Lodges were dissolved and 
there has been a decrease of 65 members 
in the total membership, which is not 
very much if we take into consideration 


the number of Lodges dissolved. Not¬ 
withstanding the fact that wc had a serious 
decrease in connection with the number of 
our Lodges (mainly because the majority 
of them decided to follow Mr. J. Krishna- 
murti’s teachings entirely) wc continue 
doing our best in order to restore the 
situation and to find the best means of 
popularizing Theosophy in Cuba. 

During March 1956, we received the 
visit of Brother Geoffrey Hodson, who 
gave several lectures and talks at 
Havana andCamaguey cities, and this un¬ 
doubtedly is helping us a great deal to 
strengthen the Thcosophical work in our 
country. 

Armando Alfonso Led6n, 
General Secretary. 


HUNGARY 

No Report 
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FINLAND 


I have the honor to send the following 
Report of the Thcosophical Society in 
Finland, covering the year from the 1st 
of October 1955 to the 30th of September 
1956. 

The work of the Finnish Section has 
been carried out on similar lines as before. 
Although all 22 Lodges hold their meet¬ 
ings regularly, some every week, others 
once a fortnight or once a month, I regret 
to say that, especially in rural areas, activ¬ 
ities are weakening. The work is resting 
upon a few faithful members. Some of 
them have grown old and have not the 
same strength to do the work as they used 
to have, and some have left the physical 
plane. Although some new members arc 
joining us, there is a great need of active 
members in the country. 

In Helsinki we are not so few—more 
than half of the members live in Helsinki 
—and the seven Lodges meet regularly 
every week. Of public activities may be 
mentioned the Question and Answer 
meetings in the autumn season and Sun¬ 
day lectures in the spring. The audience 
on these occasions has been fairly large, 
40—100 persons, among them many 
outsiders. 

On all festival days a public celebration 
has been arranged. A special occasion 
was the celebration of the 80th Anniver¬ 
sary of the Thcosophical Society with a 
fine address of the day by Mr. Yrjd Kal- 
linen. At this meeting the Lodge Room 
was packed full. The biggest newspapers 
in Helsinki published an article on Novem¬ 
ber 17th giving a general survey of the 
history of the Thcosophical Society. 

Mr. Axel von Fielitz-Coniar visited 
Finland in November. He delivered two 
lectures in Helsinki and one in Turku. 

The Annual Convention took place at 
Easter time. It was a happy and enthus¬ 
iastic gathering, though I am sorry to 
7 


say that this time there were not as many 
delegates as we have been accustomed to. 
At meetings the audience was about 100 
and at the public matinee about 200. 
The address was given by Mr. Atte Poh- 
janmaa. 

The Round Table and the Lotus Circle 
have carried on their work as formerly. 
We have also in Helsinki a Healing Group 
which meets every fortnight. 

A special feature in the activities of the 
spring season was the “ winter-gathering ” 
arranged by young people. At that time 
an independent group was founded called 
“ Young Finnish Thcosophists and Their 
Friends”. During the spring they ar¬ 
ranged two successful concerts and gave 
two lectures intended for youth. They 
hold their meetings once a fortnight. 

At our new summer home at Kreivilfl a 
summer school was arranged at the be¬ 
ginning of July. The number of the stu¬ 
dents was forty. The lectures dealt with 
everyday problems of current interest, 
both theoretical and practical. 

Simultaneously with the summer school 
the young people arranged at Krcivilfl a 
camp with ten young participants. 

The sectional magazine Teosofi has been 
published once a month. It has continued 
to act as a valuable link between the 
members and those interested in Theo¬ 
sophy and also as a means of propa¬ 
ganda. The number of subscribers is 
about 700. 

The membership stands now at 538. 
The number of new members during the 
year was 20; 11 members have passed over 
and 20 withdrawn. 

Two of our members were present at 
the summer school in Denmark, three 
members visited Huizen during the sum¬ 
mer, and we were five who were happy 
enough to take part in the European Con¬ 
gress at Baden. 
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This autumn the working season com¬ 
menced with a gathering in Helsinki in 
the middle of September, so now the work 
is running with full force. 

People in Finland are at present strug¬ 
gling with economic difficulties. Their 
whole existence has become uncertain and 
complicated. There are in these sur¬ 


roundings a few citizens to whom the 
simplicity of Life and the inner Peace has 
been opened in Theosophy. With that 
Light they try to serve their neighbours to 
the best of their ability. 

Signe Rosvall, 
General Secretary. 


RUSSIA 

Section Dissolved 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

No Report 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Lodge Golden Jubilees. —The celebra¬ 
tions of the Golden Jubilees of Johan¬ 
nesburg, Cape Town and Durban Lodges 
are now things of the past and we have 
entered a new period of work and ac¬ 
tivity. Looking back over the year’s 
work accomplished by the Section in 
Southern Africa one is conscious of 
steady progress. 

Committee. —During the past year the 
Executive Committee has been meeting 
regularly here in Cape Town. Mrs. 
Stainton, our Secretary, was confined to 
bed through illness for about a month 
but we are glad to report that she is now 
quite well again. We congratulate our 
Treasurer, Miss L. Cole, on her marriage 
to Mr. Murphy and wish them much 
happiness. 

Lodges and Centres. —During July 
I made a lecture tour of the Rhodesian 
Lodges—Salisbury, Mazoe and Bulawayo 
—and also held meetings at the Gwelo Cen¬ 


tre and another at Que Quc. There were 
good attendances at all these places and 
much enthusiasm. We also arranged a 
meeting at Stellenbosch with very pro¬ 
mising results and arc planning to have 
another gathering there in the new 
year. 

In September the George Lodge ar¬ 
ranged a gathering for members of some 
of the Coast Lodges who cannot always 
get away to Convention, especially when 
it is held up in the Transvaal. This was 
a great success and we arc hoping to hold 
the function at Port Elizabeth next year. 
We now have thirteen Lodges and two 
Centres. 

Clara Codd Pension Fund. —This fund is 
still carrying on under difficulties and 
contributions arc always welcome. 

Membership. —During the year we gain¬ 
ed 84 members and lost 74. making a net 
gain of 10. Our total membership now 
stands at 665. 
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Recorders .—I feel that Southern Africa 
is probably in advance of all other Sec¬ 
tions in the use of recorders. All our 
big Lodges have recorders of their own 
and many of the small Lodges are able to 
borrow them when needed. Mr. Gordon 
Bond has built up a useful library of re¬ 
corded lectures, a number of them im¬ 
ported, and it is becoming a regular prac¬ 
tice to include in our programmes record¬ 
ed lectures by prominent speakers such as 
Mr. Geoffrey Hodson and Miss Clara 
Codd. We have also made several good 
recordings of other lecturers. 

The Link .—I am pleased to report that 
this magazine has come out regularly and 


has been much appreciated, and our 
thanks arc due to our Editor, Mrs. P. 
Mitford-Barbcrton, for all her hard 
work. 

A. B. C. Fund .—A donation of £50 has 
been received and has been forwarded to 
Adyar. 

On the whole the work of the Theoso- 
phical Society in Southern Africa is pro¬ 
gressing well and as long as we keep the 
spirit of Brotherhood and Service animat¬ 
ing our Society we know that the Masters' 
blessing will be on us and on our work. 

I. Mitford-Barberton, 

General Secretary. 


SCOTLAND 


During theyear work throughout the Sec¬ 
tion went on quietly and steadily and the 
usual activities were carried on by the vari¬ 
ous Lodges. Public lectures, study groups 
and members meetings were held regularly. 

Our visiting lecturers were few: Miss 
Graham from New Zealand, Mr. R. 
Hartley from Leeds, and Professor Ernest 
Wood from U.S.A., his first visit to Scot¬ 
land for 26 years. It was a real pleasure 
for the older members to renew the 
aquaintancc, and to the newer members a 
real stimulation. His lectures and his 
presence were very much appreciated 
wherever he went; we were also very happy 
to greet Mrs. Wood who accompanied him. 

The “ Red Letter Days ” were all ob¬ 
served in the customary manner and offer¬ 
ings made to the usual funds, Adyar Day, 
White Lotus Day, A. B. C. Fund and also 
the President’s Fund. 

The work for the Latvian refugees and 
also the Refugees Camps, has been carried 
on without interruption, and money, food 
and clothing arc being provided generously 
by the members and distributed to those 
in need. 


The Bcsant Memorial Library at Head¬ 
quarters carries on its very useful work and 
provides a means of spreading our teach¬ 
ings among both members and the 
public. 

The annual Convention of the Section 
was held in Glasgow this year and we 
were happy to have as our Guest of 
Honour Mr. Rohit Mehta, General 
Secretary of the Indian Section of the 
Theosophical Society. It was a happy, 
successful and inspiring occasion, and 
“ Our Guest,” his lectures and his talks 
were much appreciated by all who had 
the pleasure and privilege of hearing him. 
The hope was expressed that he might be 
able to visit us again before long. 

During the year the General Secretary 
represented the Section at the English 
Convention, the British Isles and Ireland 
Regional summer school at Swanwick, 
and also the European Federation Con¬ 
gress at Baden; a wonderful experience. 

Our membership at present is 238. 

Jean Allan, 
General Secretary. 
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SWITZERLAND 


Membership. —Our Section has become 
very small. My last report showed 259 
members and today wc have only 225, in 
12 Lodges and 5 Centres. The number of 
lapsings is rather large, but the loss of so 
many inactive members means at the same 
time an increase of the average quality. 
The details are as follows: One transfer to 
England and at the same time one from 
the Netherlands; 6 members died, 15 re¬ 
signed and 24 names have been crossed 
from the list, after advising them of this 
fact. Eleven members entered the Society. 
That means a decrease of 24 members. 

Activity. —The activity of the remaining 
members is very good, and wc can say that 
a new and fresh impulse goes through the 
Section. Some Lodges follow the theme of 
the European Congress of 1956 in their 
study and are very alive. 

The activities for children and young 
people are as before, the Round Table at 
Basle having 14 children. Some young 
members at Geneva are trying to form a 
Youth Group. 

The Annual Convention. —This took 
place in our National Headquarters at 
Geneva. It was once again a beautiful 
occasion to meet each other and to vivi¬ 
fy the contact between the Lodges and 
the Section. 

Public Work. —This continues to be 
done with the help of our members. We 
have the feeling that the relationship be¬ 
tween Theosophy and the world becomes 
stronger; perhaps wc are applying new 
methods of approach. 

The Order of Service. —This Order is 
much more active than previously. The 


Camp of Kolokynthou and our brothers 
in Yugoslavia appreciate very much the 
help given. 

Magazines. — Adyar, written in German, 
is always very interesting; Clartt, the 
magazine for French-speaking members, 
has changed its appearance but its con¬ 
tents arc as interesting as ever. 

Summer Schools. —The members who 
participated in Louette St. Pierre and 
Pichl were very happy there. The Gener¬ 
al Secretary was at Pichl. 

Regional Committee. —The German- 
speaking Regional Committee meeting 
held at Basle in April was attended by 
many delegates from different countries 
and the work done was very important. 
I feel that this Regional work should 
never be missed. 

The General Secretary was at Huizcn 
during Christmas and took part in the 
French-speaking Regional Committee dis¬ 
cussions at Brussels. 

European Congress. —The Congress was 
perhaps the most important event this 
year. The General Secretary participated 
in it, together with 30 other members of 
our Section. Wc had the feeling that the 
inner keynote of all the meetings was love 
and understanding and we believe that it 
was the presence of our beloved President 
which gave this note. The experiment of 
Discussion Groups was a full success;! 
took one of them in German and I was 
very glad to sec how important such team 
work will be in the coming New Age. 

Claire Wyss, 
General Secretary. 
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BELGIUM 


Membership.— Last year we were 338 
members. Our present number is 359, 
making a gain of 21. 

Lodges .—The number is the same as 
last year: 13, and 60 unattached members. 

Lectures.— At our public lectures in 
Brussels, Li£gc, Antwerp and Ghent, the 
attendance varies between (0 and 100 
people each week. 

Meditation Course. —A monthly medi¬ 
tation course has been organized since 
October 1955 on the lines of the Group 
Discussions held during the European 
Congress at Baden in September 1956. 
A course on Theosophy will be organized 
in 1956-57 following the same principles. 

Youth Group.— Lodge Dharma (Young 
Theosophists’ Group) is very active; it 
has organized several Art sessions and 
T.S. commemorations, a Christmas Party 
for orphan children, several trips and 
Camps in conjunction with the Young 
Theosophists of France, and has given 
help for the Kolokynthou Camp of Re¬ 
fugees. 

Summer School at Louette St. 
Pierre. —This was organized by Mile. 
Serge Brisy and was a great success; 
people attended from Holland, Switzer¬ 
land, Luxembourg, France and Belgium. 
We were specially happy to welcome Mrs. 
van Dissel, Bishop Vreedc and Prof. Sel- 
leger from Holland and Mr. Phan-Chon- 
Ton from France. 

Work in the Lodges. —Subjects taken in 
the Lodges were “ Art and Theosophy,” 


“ Science and Theosophy,” and “ Person¬ 
ality and Theosophy”. Lodge Lumierc 
(Hot Licht) has been specially charged to 
conduct a course on Theosophy, and a 
lecturers’ course. 

Relations with other Sections. —Several 
lecturers have visited us from Holland, 
Switzerland and France, notably at the 
meeting of the French-speaking Regional 
Committee in Brussels. As General Secre¬ 
tary I gave, as in other ycats, a series of 
lectures in Paris and throughout France, 
and this has increased the cordial rela¬ 
tions between the French and Belgian 
Sections. 

The Regional Review. —Belgium enthus¬ 
iastically approves the transformation of 
Clarte into a “Collection of Monographs,” 
which thus avoids overlapping with the 
very good and long-established review 
Lotus Bleu , founded by H. P. Blavatsky. 

European Congress at Baden. —This was 
held in September 1956. There were 17 
Belgian participants and our General 
Secretary presided over one of the two 
French-speaking Discussion Groups. 

Art Activities. —At every public session 
there is some kind of artistic introduction, 
and several performances of music and 
poetry have been organized with great 
success. 

Briefly, the atmosphere in our Section 
is at the present time vital and brotherly. 

Th. Chapellier, 
General Secretary. 


INDONESIA 


Membership. —There are 850 members 
of the Indonesian Section of the Thcoso- 
phical Society. Two new Lodges were 
formed during the year, Saptorenggo at 


Kudus, and Muntilan. Two Lodges were 
dissolved—Kediri and Malang, the latter 
uniting with Lodge Timur. This brings 
the number of Lodges to 22. New 
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members admitted were 146, and outgoing 
members 46, giving an increase of 100 for 
the year under review. 

Activities of the Section. —The Section 
held its annual meeting at Scmarang 
(Mid-Java) from 30th March to 2nd April 
1956. 

The Scmarang Lodges issued, on Nov¬ 
ember 17th 1955, a special magazine in 
commemoration of the eightieth Anniver¬ 
sary of the Theosophical Society. 

The propaganda committee of the Sec¬ 
tion was active in spreading Theosophy 
in several Lodges in East, Mid and West- 
Java. 

The Lodges worked actively by holding 
meetings for members. 

A Great Event. —From April 30th till 
June 30th 1956, the Section had the honour 
to receive Mr. M. Subramaniam, member 
of the Headquaitcrs of the Theosophical 
Society, Adyar. During that time he 
visited 13 Lodges of the Section, giving 
public lectures, talks to Lodge members. 


Young Theosophists, etc. Our members 
heard many valuable things from Bro. 
Subramaniam, which strengthened us 
in our Theosophical life and woik for the 
Lodges. We arc all very grateful to him 
for his willingness to stay in our midst for 
two months. 

Some resolutions waiting for execution. 
—The annual meeting at Scmarang in 
April 1956 took some resolutions that have 
been waiting for execution till now, viz: 
(a) The plan to translate and print 
some Theosophical books. 

( h ) To organize radio-talks. 

(r) To revive the T.D.O. activities. 

(</) To form a fund for Theosophical 
guests from abroad. 

(e) To organize district meetings. 

The next annual meeting. —The next 
annual meeting will be held at Bandung 
(West-Java) during Easter 1957. 

SOEMARDJO, 
General Secretary. 


BURMA 


Duiing the year under report the num¬ 
ber of active Lodges remained at 4. There 
was a slight gain in membership at the 
Olcott Lodge, Rangoon. 

The Section continued to lose a few 
more active members by their departure 
to India, and among them may be men¬ 
tioned our one-time General Secretary, 
Mr. C. R. N. Swamy, and Mr. Ganga 
Prasad. 

The year is marked with an increased 
activity all round and, what is more grati¬ 
fying, an increasing interest taken by all 
concerned in these activities. Sunday 
morning gatherings in Rangoon were 
better attended as the result of the talks 
being more varied. U Kyaw Hla con¬ 


tinued to do good work, especially for 
humanitarianism, in Mandalay. 

The Section derived much benefit from 
the visits in June and August respectively 
of U Maung Maung Ji, an old member 
and lecturer, from London, and of Mr. 
M. Subramaniam, our well-known Head¬ 
quarters worker and lecturer, in the course 
of his tours in South-East Asia. These 
two distinguished visitors from various 
platforms kept public attention focussed 
on a number of immediate spiritual prob¬ 
lems. 

Extensive work in the cause of vege¬ 
tarianism and humanitarian work was 
done during the year, advantage being 
taken of the last session of the Sixth 
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Buddhist Council, when there was a 
mammoth gathering of people in Rangoon 
from all parts of the country, as well as 
from abroad. 

The Headquarters Library was shaped 
into better order in the hands of Bro. 
Rama. It also gained quite a number of 
new books, purchased locally, on subjects 
of current interest. 

Difficulties in getting exchange permits 
to obtain fresh stock of books from Adyar 
kept down the work of the Book Depot to 
almost nil. 

It is regrettable to report that owing to 
some untoward circumstances the Burma 
Educational Trust School, which is under 
the management of the Section, had to 
abolish its top class. Class VII, when it 
re-opened in May. 


The Lotus Lodge premises in Mandalay 
still remain occupied by a member, and 
no amount of entreaties have succeeded in 
inducing him to vacate them. 

“ Theosophy in Burmese ” has been 
made the principal aim of the Sectional 
work of the future. The idea was started 
on the return of the delegates from the 
Adyar Convention in January last. Some 
of the members 3rc undertaking the trans¬ 
lation of selected Theosophical Manuals, 
and one on “Karma” has been complet¬ 
ed. It is hoped that the coming year 
will see a few more completed and pub¬ 
lished in Burmese. 

Po Lat, 

General Secretary. 


AUSTRIA 


This year of activity in our Section was 
crowned by the Congress of the Theoso¬ 
phical Society in Europe, in Baden near 
Vienna, from September 8th to 15th. 

Owing to some circumstances in Swit¬ 
zerland, where the Congress was ex¬ 
pected to be held, Baden was finally 
chosen for the Congress. But already in 
February it was necessary to negotiate 
with the authorities of the town of Baden 
and with the management of seven hotels 
with regard to arranging accommodation 
there. 

The mayor of the town agreed for the 
Congress to use the great “ Kurhaus ” of 
the town administration for a week; this 
wonderful building with large halls and 
rooms had just been renovated and pre¬ 
sented a dignified appearance. 

The keynote of the Congress was: “ The 
Rise of a New Cycle ". It was a very in¬ 
spiring experience to hear our beloved 
President, Mr. N. Sri Ram, deliver the 


preparatory ideas on this topic, as well as 
his opening talk for members and his 
public lecture. Later, lecturers in Ger¬ 
man, English and French, spoke in a 
similar manner to hearcis of their own 
national language: Herr Fritz Schleifcr 
about “ Die Thcosophie und ihre Glau- 
bensmeinungen ” to invited German- 
speaking guests; Mrs. Alice Berry on 
“ Looking Forward,” and Mile. Pasca- 
Iine Mallet about “ A I’Aubc d’un Nou¬ 
veau Cycle”. In addition, a new experi¬ 
ment for Congress work was tried by the 
leaders of the Theosophical Society in 
Europe, that is, the introduction of so- 
called “ Concurrent Discussion Group 
Work ** in German, English and 
French. 

The lectures of the President, Mr. N. 
Sri Ram, were translated, sentence by 
sentence, into German and at the same 
time they were recorded for further trans¬ 
lations in other languages. 
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Before the closing of the Congress, the 
different leaders of the nine Discussion 
Groups and their three regional leaders 
briefly reported the very interesting results 
of this co-operating group work. The 
impression of the concurrent Discussion 
Groups on people was a very favourable 
one, because every member of such a 
Group had the satisfying feeling of having 
been active in finding new points of view 
in Theosophical activity. 

At the social evening, two well-known 
musicians from Liibcck, Frau Hilda 
SchlUtter-Suden, a violinist, and Herr 
Rcinhold Arndt, a pianist, gave recitals 
of classical music. Afterwards many 
visitors met each other in the newly 
opened coffee-hall of the “ Kurhaus ”. 

In the middle of the week excursions 
were arranged for visitors from abroad. 
Three autobuses went to the “ Scmmer- 


ing” districts of the near Austrian Alps 
and two other buses to Vienna and the 
“ Wiencrwald The Congress ended very 
happily and was a great success. Three 
hundred and twenty-six visitors of twenty 
nations were present. Everyone left Baden 
very satisfied and deeply impressed by the 
wonderful atmosphere of the Congress. 

The Section has 13 Lodges, 7 in Vienna, 
4 in Graz and one each in Bruck a.d.Mur 
and in Linz a.d.Donau. Public lectures 
were delivered fortnightly in Vienna and 
Graz, in addition to the usual Lodge 
work. 

This year 17 members have joined the 
Society, 7 resigned. 7 died and 5 were 
transferred to other Sections. The num¬ 
ber of members under report is 310, a 
decrease of 2. 

Fritz Schleifer, 
General Secretary. 


NORWAY 


The work is going on as best it can in 
these very difficult times. Effort has been 
made, especially through our sectional 
magazine, to make the various Lodges 
more Thcosophically minded. The im¬ 
portance of feeling the tic with the Section 
administration and through it with the 
Adyar Headquarters and the whole inter¬ 
national movement has been stressed. 

In Oslo a few public lectures have been 
held during the autumn and drew fairly 
good audiences. Bishop Otto Viking 
visited us in October and gave great 
stimulus to the work. Mr. Axel von 
Fielitz-Coniar paid a short visit to Oslo 
in November and gave a public lecture 
which was highly appreciated. The Gen¬ 
eral Secretary visited Trondheim in May 
and found the Lodge very active and in 
good working order. 


Our Magazine, Norsk Teosofisk Tids- 
skrift, continues to be published with six 
issues a year. It aims at keeping the 
members in touch with our great move¬ 
ment, both with regard to news items and 
recent articles from various Theosophical 
publications. 

Our Convention this year was a happy 
event, and special greetings from Adyar 
and from a number of General Secre¬ 
taries, including that of the General Sec¬ 
retary of the European Federation, gave 
a touch to the proceedings which was 
greatly appreciated. Short lectures were 
delivered by members, and these have 
been published in our magazine. 

Membership is slowly increasing, but 
the speed is much too slow. However, as 
conditions are at present in this Section we 
are grateful that the work is progressing 
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at all. There is a marked shortage of 
active and trained workers, and we do not 
seem to be able to get into real contact with 
the youth of Norway. However, we carry 
on, relying on the indwelling power of 
the movement and of Theosophy, hoping 
that the inner life of each member will be 
strengthened so that a deeper dedication 
and a greater enthusiasm may give our 
endeavors the needed strength. 


Our thoughts naturally go to Adyar 
and its devoted workers, feeling deep gra¬ 
titude for all they do for us. We bow in 
reverence to our beloved President, thank¬ 
ing him from the depths of our hearts for 
his selfless and inspiring work for the 
great Cause. 

Erling Havrevold, 
General Secretary. 


EGYPT 

No Report 


DENMARK 


During the year public lectures have 
been given at Aarhus and Copenhagen. 
At Copenhagen the difficulties as to Lodge 
rooms have increased. 

In the autumn the Danish Section had 
a visit from Mr. von Fielitz-Coniar from 
Munich who visited all Lodges in the 
province and also gave public lectures. 
At Copenhagen he lectured to members 
gathered from the various Lodges there. 
His visit was very much appreciated. 

The annual Convention, held at Co¬ 
penhagen on April 28th and 29th, was 
harmonious. The number of members 
of the Section was 343. Mrs. Olive Ste¬ 
venson-Howell, from London, was our 
guest and at the Convention she gave 
two beautiful and inspiring lectures. 
During her stay in Denmark she also gave 
lectures at Aarhus and Aalborg Lodges. 

I was rc-elccted as General Secretary 
for two years. 


This year there have been summer 
schools both at Bcsantgaarden, the home 
of Anna and Otto Viking, and at Gammcl 
Praestegaard. The summer school at 
Gammcl Praestegaard was led by Mr. 
John Coats, Mr. von Fielitz-Coniar being 
also our guest. The motto of the summer 
school was: Evolution, its goal and the 
means thereto ”. 

It is our plan also to have a sum¬ 
mer school at Gammcl Praestegaard 
in 1957. This place has now been 
bought by Mrs. Birgittc Valvanne, Mr. 
Hugo Valvanne and Mr. Jorgcn Windc. 
The Danish Section is very grateful to 
these dear friends, who have made it 
possible to have Gammcl Praestegaard 
as a place for Thcosophical summer 
schools. 

J. H. M3LLER, 
General Secretary. 


8 
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IRELAND 


During the year we have had the 
privilege of welcoming the following vis¬ 
itors fiom overseas: Miss Mary Graham, 
New Zealand; Mr. John Coats and Mrs. 
Walker, England; Miss Helen Zahara 
and Mr. Rohit Mehta, India; also Dr. 
Hugh Shearman, Northern Ireland. Other 
speakers during the year were: Mrs. Alice 
Law, Mr. L. R. Ogden, Mrs. Dawson, 
Mrs. Hornidge, Mrs. Gourlay, Mrs. Allen, 
Miss D. Emerson, Mr. R. Duck. On the 
lighter side we have had several evenings 
of a social nature. Mrs. Maxwell Henry 
has shown us her slides in color cover¬ 
ing four continents. We had a delightful 
evening entitled “ An Evening with A. E. 
and Yeats” carried out by two young 
people, Mcrial Thomas and Julian Daw¬ 
son at the piano. The attendance at 
public meetings of the Dublin Lodges has 
been very good. Cork Lodge has had a 
difficult time this year because of the ill¬ 
ness of most of its members, but they 
managed to carry on with their study and 
a public meeting was held when Mr. Coats 
visited the Lodge last autumn. 

On the study side we have held a month¬ 
ly members’ meeting and studied such 
subjects as “ What can the Thcosophical 
Society do in the World Today?” “ Our 
Three Objects,” “Self-Knowledge” and 
“ The Evidence of Law and Order in the 
Universe ”. The advanced study group 
under Mr. Pielou meets twice monthly, 
the subject being “ Man’s Invisible Bodies 
and the Planes related thereto ”. This 
has been most interesting and I think those 
who have attended have benefited greatly. 

In the Library Mrs. Greggand her help¬ 
ers have done good work. We have now 
1,629 books; 114 were borrowed during 
the year. The Library is open two days 
a week as well as after all meetings. 

Very good work has been done in aid 


of the European Refugee Fund. At vari¬ 
ous time cheques to the amount of over 
£20, as well as clothing have been sent. 
We have also contributed £5 to the Swiss 
Section for the Yugoslavian members. 

At the annual business meeting of the 
Dublin Lodges held on January 26th I was 
nominated as General Secretary and Mr. 
Pielou as National Treasurer for the com¬ 
ing year. 

Theosophy in Ireland, our National 
magazine, continues with three issues 
yearly. Printing and postage have aga ; n 
gone up and it is hard to sec how 
we can continue at such a heavy loss. The 
magazine exists mostly upon donations as 
the subscription is so low. It is a very 
heavy liability on such a small Section. 

In conclusion I would like to say that, 
although the number of our members re¬ 
mains small, we are an active group and 
the work is being done. As our President 
Mr. Sri Ram said: “ Though we arc small 
in number, we arc rich in hope. Along 
with that hope, we have the conscious¬ 
ness that no effort is lost, and every 
thought, word and act of ours which 
conveys the spirit of Theosophy, is a step 
in the creation of happier and more 
beautiful conditions for the whole of 
humanity to live in.” I feel that we 
should keep these words in our minds, 
for what really matters is that each 
member should have the urge and feel 
a great enthusiasm in carrying on 
this work. We have a beautiful home 
for our Headquarters and it lies with 
each member to sec that we make 
it a centre of peace, harmony and 
friendliness, a place where a nucleus of 
Universal Brotherhood may be nourished 
and grow. 

Evelyn O. Hornidge, 

General Secretary. 
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MEXICO 


The Lodges of Mexico City were for¬ 
tunate this year in having three of our 
leaders visiting us: Miss Helen V. Zahara, 
from December 28lh 1955 to January 
6th 1956, delivering three public lectures; 
Mr. Geoffrey Hodson from 8th to 17th 
February 1956, delivering also three 
public lectures at the Amphitheatre of 
the National University; and the Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. N. Sri Ram, from August 
14th to 16th, when his long Latin- 
American tour ended. He also lectured 
at the University. With members of 
the five Metropolitan Lodges, the three 
visitors held meetings at Headquarters, 
their instructions, answers and slides 
serving to refresh our Theosophy and 
strengthen our tics. 

Our 1955 Convention was held in Mexi¬ 
co City from 28th to 30th December 1955, 
Miss Zahara being the lecturer. Our 
General Secretary was re-elected for the 
ensuing year; several delegates accom¬ 
panied Miss Zahara to visit the famous 
Tcotihuacan Pyramids. 

Early in the year two new Lodges were 
formed, while two dormant Lodges, al¬ 
ready devitalized, were transformed into 
centres of study. So our active Lodges 
as in last year, amount to 26 plus 8 Cen¬ 
tres, the total number of active members 
being 537. 

At Headquarters, meetings are held 
every day of the year except Sundays. 
However, every other Sunday, the beauti¬ 
ful Ritual of the Mystic Star is performed. 
One of our Lodges, at Tijuana, B. C., is 
doing good work among boys and girls 
whose social and recreative activities arc 
blessed when Theosophy is made known 
to them. 


Eight thousand, two hundred permanent 
readers receive the free service of Dhorma 
every other month. This small review is 
teaching them about the pre-history of 
the world, according to The Secret Doc¬ 
trine. Our Sectional bulletin is sent “with 
compliments” to 160 Spanish-speaking 
Lodges all through Central and South 
America. Twenty-one thousand propa¬ 
ganda leaflets were printed in order to help 
Lodges and members share in such a 
service. 

Sister Aura Chagoya, full of enthus¬ 
iasm. continues as Head of the rural 
school of our small Thcosophical Colony 
at Teoloyucan; the number of children 
receiving free primary instruction amounts 
to 68. Ideals of brotherhood arc in¬ 
fused in their daily prayers and choral 
chants. 

Our Headquarters building was acquir¬ 
ed in November 1929, its cost of $35,000 
to be paid $500 cash and the balance in 
monthly instalments. In February 1949 
our last payment settled the mortgage and 
the house was then free of debt, two-thirds 
of its price having been paid by itself out 
of small rents from four Lodge rooms 
(Thcosophical and Symbolical). This pro¬ 
perty is situated at the very core of Mexico 
City and its value has in the meantime 
risen to more than 60 per cent. The house 
is now being demolished to be adapted as 
complete Headquarters for the Thcoso¬ 
phical movement in Mexico, with its own 
Press, Library, Lodge rooms and Lcc- 
turc-hall-theatre seating 400 persons. The 
third floor will afford modern chambers 
for distinguished visitors. 

Adolfo de la PlSa Gil, 
General Secretary. 
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CANADA 


The Thcosophical Society in Canada 
has had a year of steady growth and pro¬ 
gress and has shown more vitality than in 
many years past. Two new Lodges have 
been inaugurated, one in North Vancou¬ 
ver and the other in Hamilton. Also the 
Lodge in Victoria, for many years dor¬ 
mant, has been re-opened and is filling a 
long-felt want. Our membership is now 
394, an increase of 12. There is a list of 
26 inactive members, but this promises to 
be reduced in the near future, many mem¬ 
bers being slow in remembering to pay 
their dues. One member was transferred 
to another Section, and eight members 
have died. 

During the year we had a scries of 
lectures by Professor Ernest Wood, and 
Mr. Geoffrey Hodson paid us a visit and 
during his four days stay had near capa¬ 
city audiences. Mr. Iverson Harris, Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Pearson and Miss 
Helen Zahara were other very welcome 
visitors, each one giving one or more lec¬ 
tures. Much interest was aroused amongst 
the public by “The Bridcy Murphy Case,” 
and to meet the situation many- of our 
lecturers, both visiting and local, took 
advantage of this unusual interest in re¬ 
incarnation and assuaged to a large extent 
the curiosity and otherwise of those who 
came for enlightenment. Many pamphlets 
were distributed and the “Case,” stirring 
popular imagination, helped in a large 
degree to put Theosophy on the map. 

An election of officers took place this 
year. The General Secretary was returned 


by acclamation; the members with one ex¬ 
ception remain the same as last year. The 
magazine continues to give general satis¬ 
faction, and there were 20 new subscribers. 
Toronto Lodge has as usual been very 
active; its bazaar for necessary funds 
exceeded all expectations. The Library 
loaned over 2,200 books, and the number 
of visitors exceeded 700, not including the 
many who came in before the lectures. 
A large number of books were presented 
to the new Victoria Lodge. Our Travel¬ 
ling Library is a very active concern and 
over 700 books were mailed to outlying 
districts. 

The other Lodges arc without excep¬ 
tion decidedly active also, and are 
requesting pamphlets for distribution. 
These will be available in the immediate 
future when the new ones in the press arc 
ready. Animal Day was celebrated 
with a very special programme, and with 
it was inaugurated a proposal for urgent 
efforts on behalf of a Bill of Animal 
Rights. Messages from the President and 
Rukmini Devi were read on the occasion. 

I feel I can truly say that Theosophy 
in Canada is on the up-and-up; it may 
not be spectacular, but nevertheless it 
is working like yeast in the bread, and 
eventually the loaf will be baked and 
found to be good. Slow and steady wins 
the race, and I think we can await results 
with the utmost confidence. 

E. L. Thomson, 

General Secretary. 


ARGENTINA 


The membership of the Thcosophical 
Society in Argentina stands at 1,397 and 
the number of Lodges is now 57. 


Helen V. Zahara .—In October 1955 we 
received a visit from Miss Helen V. Zahara 
who came to lecture in our land. Her 
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presence attracted many people who arc 
interested in our ideals. Sho was very 
helpful and attractive; her manner so in¬ 
vested with “latinity" that the people 
assembled were always interested from 
the beginning of her speech and congra¬ 
tulated her at the close. 

Visit of our President. —More recently 
we received a visit from our beloved Inter¬ 
national President, Brother N. Sri Ram, 
accompanied by Brother Alfredo Puig as 
translator. They were in our land for 30 
days—6th June to 5th July. 

After each lecture. Brother Sri Ram 
was acclaimed by the people who gathered 
round him. It resembled the old days in 
India when the people said: “Sadhu, 
Sadhu,” when a wise and holy man 
came before them. The President lectured 
to the public and members at Buenos 
Aires, La Plata, Rosario, Rio Cuarto, 
San Rafael and Mendoza. 

His message of Theosophy—for us in 
Argentina—was a new presentation of the 


Ancient Wisdom, but put in a language 
that all could understand. His presence 
everywhere was a surprise for the public, 
as also for Thcosophists. All the time his 
influence was around us like a blessing. 

The matter of the translation and pub¬ 
lication of Thcosophical books into our 
vernacular language was discussed with 
the President. 

Press.—Under the editorship of Mr. 
Nazareno E. Rimini we published this 
year the first book in Spanish—our Presi¬ 
dent's book Thoughts for Aspirants. Also 
we have printed four pamphlets in Spanish 
of articles by Geoffrey Hodson, E. L. 
Gardner, Sandra Chase, Wallace F. Mac- 
Naughton and Kardl Riedel. 

The Thcosophist. —The last number is¬ 
sued in Spanish—named El Teosofo —was 
dedicated to the visit of the President 
to our country. 

Enrique O. Gossweiler, 
General Secretary. 


CHILE 


General. —The life of the Section has 
been normal during this period, the diffi¬ 
culties mentioned in our previous Re¬ 
port having been eliminated. The new 
Directive has been able to take advantage 
of the experience of the previous one 
and we have been able to enter upon a 
period of reconstruction, the good fruits 
of which will be apparent in no distant 
future. 

Lodges and Members. —One Lodge has 
been dissolved, because of insufficiency of 
members; there are now 9 Lodges, one 
less than in our previous Report. Nine 
members resigned, and one died; against 
this there arc twelve new members. 
There are now 150 members, compared 
with 148 in our last return. 


Lodge Activities. —All have been carry¬ 
ing on internal work and public activities, 
modestly but effectively. They are en¬ 
gaged in deepening their studies and also 
in spreading Theosophy. Many people 
attend the public lectures and show their 
usual interest, being consistently present, 
and in larger numbers. 

Library Movement. —The Library has 
promoted individual study by means of 
existing books which arc to be found in 
the Libraries and in the different Lodges, 
and this movement has denoted much 
interest on the part of students. Unfor¬ 
tunately many of the books arc now un¬ 
available for they have been allowed to go 
out of print. There is very little literature 
in Spanish up to now, especially that of 
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well-known authors in the Thcosophical 
Society. 

Administrative Councils of the Lodges .— 
The Lodges in the same city have worked 
together to increase the resources and 
activities in matters of common necessity 
and by way of organization of finances, 
propaganda, etc. These organizations were 
envisaged at an earlier period, and we 
were able to reap the harvest on the occa¬ 
sions of the visits of Miss Helen Zahara 
and Mr. Sri Ram to Chile. Thanks to 
the functioning of these organizations it 
was easy to take care of these illustrious 
visitors and to organize and develop their 
activities in this Section. 

Work of the Section's President. —Apart 
from his general functions, he took as 
his personal duty the giving of public 
talks every Saturday in the year at the 
Headquarters of the Section in Santiago. 
He presented a course of fundamental 
Theosophy, based on the book by 
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, First Principles of 
Theosophy. 

Plans for the Future: 

1. The application of a minimum Pro¬ 

gramme of Instruction in all the 
Lodges. 

2. A Course in Public Speaking for train¬ 

ing those members w ho show capacity 
and ability in the teaching of Theos¬ 
ophy. 

3. The organization of central Libra¬ 

ries in the Section, one in Santiago 
and the other in Valparaiso, and 
the acquisition of new works on 
Theosophy in English for such li¬ 
braries. 

4. The provision of available Thcoso¬ 

phical literature in the language of 
the country for the Lodges. 

5. The formation of a Library Fund to 

serve for the public acquisition of 
Thcosophical works. 

6. The collection of articles and leaf¬ 

lets already existing in the Sec¬ 


tions, suitable for greater distribu¬ 
tion to the public, and the transla¬ 
tion of the same in order to develop 
a systematic and permanent propa¬ 
ganda in the Press and on the Radio. 

7. The regularization of international 

relations, especially with the South 
American Sections, for Thcosophi¬ 
cal work throughout the Continent. 

8. A campaign to form new Lodges 

throughout the whole country and 
to draw new members into the exist¬ 
ing Lodges. 

Distinguished Guests. —Guests of honor 
to our Section during this period were 
Miss Helen Zahara and the Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. N. Sri Ram, who was accom¬ 
panied by Bro. Alfredo Puig, of whom we 
retain very happy memories. We cannot 
express sufficiently our gratitude for the 
kindnesses they showered upon us. The 
private talks with the members, and the 
lectures given to the public gave great 
results. Both lecturers attracted large 
audiences and revived public interest in 
Theosophy, both in Santiago, the capital 
of Chile, and in Valparaiso, the principal 
port of this country. The State Univer¬ 
sity opened its doors and the Press echoed 
their activities. All the members of the 
Section consider the visit of our beloved 
President as a matter of great pride, and 
we treasure his memory in our hearts. 

Work for Brotherhood. —The Lodges 
carried out social work among fellow- 
members and with organizations sympa¬ 
thetic to Theosophy. 

Summing-up. —The Section maintained 
activity in an atmosphere of peace and 
optimism. It is nourished by idealistic 
hopes and creative aspirations in its re¬ 
solve to work ever better than before. 
The members desire to serve the ideal 
which inspires and animates the work ac¬ 
cording to their best capacities. The 
work of the Society has developed nor¬ 
mally, relatively reduced in proportion, 
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but strong and constant. Each Lodge 
has continued its work and carried out its 
duties with free initiative, intelligently 
and joyfully, not allowing itself to be dis¬ 
couraged by difficulties, which of course 
are never absent in such a high cause. Both 
in their internal work and in their pub¬ 
lic activities they have displayed diligence, 
spurred on by their eagerness to serve, 
to collaborate, and to unite in solidar¬ 
ity and fraternity. The Society feels streng¬ 
thened to overcome difficulties by reason 


of its capacities, possibilities and realiza¬ 
tions. All the members arc conscious of 
the obligations entailed on them as seekers 
for Truth. Above all, they wish to in¬ 
crease their efficiency in the task of spread¬ 
ing the Thcosophical message. They 
seek to sow the seeds of the Good, and to 
create Beauty; and to be good workers 
for the realization of the Divine Plan. 

Ricardo Michell Abes-Padilla, 
General Secretary. 


BRAZIL 


Two Important Events. —The period un¬ 
der review will certainly be marked in the 
history of the Theosophical Society in 
Brazil by two important and happy events. 
The first was the visit of our illustrious 
President of the Thcosophical Society, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram, a very significant event, 
for he was the first World President 
of the Thcosophical Society to visit this 
country while exercising that function. 
He stayed here for a period of 21 days, 
during which he visited the following 
cities: Recife, Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, 
Bclo Horizonte, Sao Paulo, Santos, Curi¬ 
tiba, and Porto Alcgro. In these cities he 
gave wonderful public lectures, as well as 
private talks to the members of the Soci¬ 
ety. These meetings aroused great interest, 
and attracted to the public lectures large 
audiences which benefited greatly by the 
teachings transmitted by our famous Pre¬ 
sident. We can be sure that this visit 
will have a beneficial result on the life and 
activities of our Section, and will prove of 
the greatest importance for our Cause; 
we hope to have the good fortune of hav¬ 
ing it repeated periodically. His lectures 
and talks were admirably translated by 
our esteemed brother, Alfredo Puig, of the 


Cuban Section, who accompanied the 
President in the capacity of interpreter 
and secretary, and to this splendid brother 
we express our gratitude for the excellent 
service he has rendered our Section. 

The other great event was the acquisi¬ 
tion of our own Headquarters and the 
installation there of several Lodges, the 
Federation of the Thcosophical Lodges in 
the State of Sao Paulo, and the National 
Section. Our Headquarters occupies two 
floors; it is situated in the heart of the 
Capital, at 29 Rua Anita Garibaldi. This 
acquisition enables the Lodges which 
meet there to assemble more fre¬ 
quently. 

Activities of the Theosophical Lodges .— 
Taking as the starting point the Report 
sent to Adyar for 1954 which was altered 
due to fresh information, we give the 
following statement: According to that 
report there were 29 Lodges, and since 
then we have founded 5 new Lodges as 
follows—Raimundo Pinto Scidl, in Mogi 
das Cruzes. State of Sao Paulo; Indepen¬ 
dence, in the city of S. Jos6 dos Campos, 
State of Sao Paulo; Kalakshctra, in the 
Capital; Jinarajadasa, composed of young 
people, in Rio dc Janeiro; and Lotus 
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Branco, in Ilha do Governador, Rio dc 
Janeiro. We have also to inform you 
that Lodge Giordano Bruno, which had 
formerly been dormant, has again be¬ 
come active in the city of Sorocaba in 
this State. We have, therefore, 35 Lodges 
in this National Section at the present 
moment. 

Theosophical Publications. —We have 
pleasure in reporting the publication of 
that excellent book by Mr. C. Jinaraja- 
dasa, First Principles of Theosophy , in 
its third Brazilian edition, which corres¬ 
ponds to the present eighth English edition 
in which a new chapter has been added by 
the author under the title of “ Nature and 
her Message of Beauty ”. This book has 
been much looked forward to by Brazilian 
Thcosophists and will do much to facili¬ 
tate the spread of Theosophy in our coun¬ 
try, in view of the fact that it presents in 
a most delightful manner the most in¬ 
teresting aspects of the Divine Wisdom. 
But its value, although it has been pre¬ 
ferred lately for study in Lodges, is its 
presentation for the public, which was 
done during the visit of our illustrious 
World President, as a modest tribute to 
such an auspicious event. 

O Teosofista.— By force of circum¬ 
stances it was found necessary to change 
the type of this review, which is our official 
organ. Issued in Rio de Janeiro,the review 
has increased the number of its pages from 
40 to 56, which will allow for the publica¬ 
tion of longer articles. Happily the financial 
side has also improved. We owe this es¬ 
pecially to Industrias Graficas Padilla S/A 
who have printed the review scarcely 
covering the cost of the use of linotype, 
that is to say, the composing. A printing 
has just been very beautifully made. We 
wish to express our thanks for the magni¬ 
ficent work done in preparing the review 
by our Brothers Iraccma Wey, Nilva 
Andrade Pinto and Luiz Cristonc, who 
have done a valiant work in collabora¬ 


tion, so that we have been able to send 
out the review regularly to our sub¬ 
scribers. 

Department of Propaganda. —The Theo¬ 
sophical Order of Service has been revived 
thanks to the collaboration of a group of 
unattached members, among whom we 
have specially to mention our Sister D. 
Nilce Helena da Silva Cunha. With 
great satisfaction we record the develop¬ 
ment of the work, particularly in the 
branch of social service, the making of 
clothes for children and adults less favor¬ 
ed by fate, layettes for poor babies, food 
and medicine for those in need, besides 
many other activities. The T.O.S. should 
appeal to the aspiration of our numerous 
members who desire manifestly to lend 
their co-operation always to activities of 
this nature. We are led to believe that 
owing to the enthusiasm now being shown, 
it will develop more and more in the fu¬ 
ture, offering opportunities for service to 
many elements, for it is a “ union of those 
who love in the service of those who 
suffer 

Membership Changes. —According to 
the annual report sent you, we numbered 
856 members in September last year. 
Basing our return on the annual figures 
received from 29 Lodges, we have verified 
the existence in the same Lodges of 874 
members, to which must be added 12 un¬ 
attached members, making a total of 
886. Reckoning a total of 98 members 
in the Lodges which up to the present 
have not sent in their annual returns, and 
calculating according to the returns sent 
in the previous year by those Lodges, pre¬ 
sumably there exist in our Section 976 
members, an increase of 120 members. 
This fact cannot fail to be auspicious, in 
view of our care not to proselytize but 
simply to spread our ideals. 

Expression of Thanks. —We thank the 
members of the Executive Council and 
General Council for their valuable 
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co-operation in the work of the Section, 
which has helped us to carry on the work, 
and we also thank those anonymous mem¬ 
bers for their valued assistance in work¬ 


ing for the growth of the Society and its 
ideals. 

Armando Sales, 
General Secretary. 


BULGARIA 

No Report 


ICELAND 


During this last period of work one new 
Lodge was founded in the neighbourhood 
of Reykjavik and was called the White 
Lily, and now we have 11 Lodges in 
Iceland. 

There was great activity in the Section 
and we gained 35 new members. The 
Order of Service was active and the maga¬ 
zine of the Section was issued twice, as 
usual. 

The 80th Anniversary of the Thcoso- 
phical Society was celebrated in the Head¬ 
quarters Hall on the 17th of November 
with lectures, recital and music. The day 
before we had a programme on the State 
Radio. 

Mr. Edwin Bolt held a summer school 
in June, attended by about forty people. 

I lectured in all the Lodges in the coun¬ 
try, in some of them many times, and I 


also gave some lectures on the State 
Radio, all in the spirit of Theosophy. 

The annual Convention was held on 
September 30th and October 1st. I had 
decided to resign as General Secretary, 
having held the office for 21 years. The 
new General Secretary is Mr. Sigvaldi 
Hjalmarsson, a very promising young 
man. At the annual meeting I was elect¬ 
ed Honorary President of the Section. 

In this my last report I wish to express 
my thanks to all my co-workers for so 
many years and all my best wishes to the 
Society which I have served for so long 
a time. May it continue to spread its 
message of Truth under the banner of 
Freedom and Friendship all over the 
world. 

Gretar Fells, 
General Secretary. 


SPAIN 

No Report 


9 
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PORTUGAL 


During this period the Lodges already 
existing in Lisbon and in the provinces 
continued their normal activities. Lodge 
Root Hoomi has not yet resumed its 
work, but it is not extinguished. Little 
groups for study in the provincial towns 
continue their work with enthusiasm. 

We have celebrated this year the great 
Theosophical festivals. We held general 
meetings every fortnight to give our mem¬ 
bers a deeper understanding of Thco- 
sophical teachings and to increase their 
knowledge of comparative religion and 
philosophy. Some of the meetings took 
the form of symposiums and some were 


lectures. These gatherings were often 
helped by the Choral Group of our Sec¬ 
tion, which was organized last year by 
members living in Lisbon who have musi¬ 
cal ability. 

In June we received a visit from Mr. J. 
van Disscl, who was kind enough to at¬ 
tend some meetings and to give us his 
assistance. This was much appreciated 
by all members. 

Our financial difficulties remain, but 
the life of the Society continues. 

Felix Bermudes, 
General Secretary. 


WALES 


Membership .—During the year 14 new 
members were enrolled, one member was 
reinstated and 5 were transferred to Wales 
from other Sections. Five members were 
lost by death, 2 resigned and 3 lapsed, 
while 7 were transferred to other Sections. 
We gained 20 but lost from our Section 
17, resulting in a gain of only three. The 
total membership on 30th September was 
186, as compared with 183 in 1955 and 
188 in 1954. Removals from the area 
constantly affect our register and handi¬ 
cap weak Lodges. 

The death of active members always 
brings sadness and a sense of loss. In 
May, Mr. Peter Freeman who was a 
pioneer of Theosophical work in Wales, 
died at the age of 67. He was the first 
General Secretary of the Section, an 
office which he held for 22 years. 

Lodges .—A new Lodge, called the 
Golden Eagle, was chartered in January 
at Pontypridd, the heart of the industrial 
and commercial centre of the Rhondda 


with a population, including that of the 
surrounding mining area, of 250,000. 

Wc have, however, reluctantly with¬ 
drawn the Charter of one of our oldest 
Lodges, Mcrthyr-Tydfil, owing of the re¬ 
moval of several members. It is felt that 
those interested can link up with the 
Pontypridd Lodge. 

The Charter of the Pcnarth Lodge has 
also been withdrawn since the death of 
Mr. Peter Freeman. This town is so near to 
Cardiff and members feel that they can at 
present make use of the facilities of Cardiff 
Lodge. 

This reduces the number of our Lodges 
by one. A new Centre at Criccicth in 
Caernarvonshire is active, the members 
meeting regularly in the house of one of 
the members. It is felt that there is 
scope for growth here. One of the mem¬ 
bers is Miss Conigrave, the friend of 
the late Miss Kate Smith, whose valu¬ 
able library is available for the use of 
members. 
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Our Annual Convention. —This was held 
in June in Cardiff. Mrs. Adelaide Gard¬ 
ner was our guest speaker, and gave us an 
inspiring weekend. 

Visitors to the Section. —Mr. Rohit 
Mehta visited Cardiff in March and gave 
two public lectures and a talk to members. 
For the lecture ** India, the Common¬ 
wealth and the World,” the chair was 
taken by the Secretary of the Wales 
U.N.A. Other visitors who have helped 
us arc Miss C. Davey (Liverpool), Mr. 
and Mrs. Coats, Dr. Shearman, Col. 
Chodkiewicz, Mr. Basil Howell, Miss 
Saycr, Miss Marcia King, Miss Ashton, 
and others from the North-West and 
South-West Federations of England. 

The National Council met four times 
during the year. The General Secretary 
and the National Treasurer attended the 
European Congress at Baden in Septem¬ 
ber. 

The Theosophical Order of Service .— 
Aid to Refugees. Active assistance to the 
Camp Adoption scheme and to the Wings 
of Friendship was continued. Members of 
the Cardiff Lodge arc also actively assist¬ 
ing the campaign now being organized by 
U.N.A. to help refugees. 


Miss Knowles, the President of the 
Cardiff Lodge, has acted during the year 
as Secretary of the Cardiff branch of 
U.N.A. in the absence of the Secretary. 

Mr. Charles James, Chief Brother of the 
T.O.S. in Wales, is Vice-President of the 
Cardiff branch and Assistant Secretary of 
the special Campaign Committee to aid 
Refugees. Cardiff Lodge is in this way 
closely linked with the work of U.N.A. 

Conclusion. —There is not much of fresh 
interest to report. The work goes on stead¬ 
ily though progress seems slow and one is 
always disappointed that the objects of 
the Society arc not better understood 
throughout Wales, whose motto is “ The 
Truth against the World ” (Y Gwir yn 
erbyn y byd). There is undoubtedly a 
serious lack of leaders in places where 
help is needed and small struggling Lodges 
are greatly handicapped. 

Happily we feel, however, that the 
Theosophical ideal of universal brother¬ 
hood is spreading in Wales as is evidenced 
by various activities social, cultural and 
educational. 

E. Claudia Owen, 
General Secretary. 


POLAND 

No Report 


URUGUAY 


During the past year the seven Lodges 
of this Section have met regularly, at least 
in the later months, for H. P. B. Lodge 
has now been regularized. 

Lodge Harmonia. —The Lodge has devel¬ 
oped a useful programme under its triple 
rotating presidency, under the watchful 


attention of its Director of Studies, Sra. 
Julia A. de La Gamma, on themes from 
Annie Besant, C. W. Lcadbcatcr, C. Jina- 
rajadasa, N. Sri Ram and other well- 
known authors. 

Lodge Morya. —The President, Sra. Es¬ 
meralda N. de Laguarda, assisted twice a 



68 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


month by the lectures of Bro. Al. A. 
Araujo, has given new translations of 
fundamental texts and watches the Thco- 
sophical movement throughout the world. 

Lodge Vidya. —Although there are very 
few members it is kept going by the con¬ 
stancy of its President, Srta. Bcrna Can- 
varse, with the assistance of members 
from other Lodges, offering a varied 
programme of Theosophy, poetry and 
music. This Lodge is now undergoing 
reorganization with the help expected 
from some members who will transfer 
to it voluntarily from Lodges with more 
members. 

Lodge Ariel. —This Lodge, founded in 
1924 by the present General Secretary 
who is once again its President, is the only 
one left of the 7 founding Lodges of the 
Uruguayan Section. Its programme uses 
lantern slides, diagrams, etc., for the 
teachings of H. P. B., the Letters of the 
Masters , and The Theosophist , and is also 
in harmony with Buddhism, J. Krishna- 
murti and our International President, 
N. Sri Ram. 


Lodge Pallas Athaene. —This Lodge is 
presided over by the General Treasurer, 
Sr. H. Luis Sarthou, who gives talks and 
lectures freely on the texts of various 
books by Annie Bcsant especially, also on 
Yoga and Eastern authors, and J. Krishna- 
murti. 

Lodge Karma Marga. —The President is 
Sr. Fulgencio Horra, who has had wide 
previous experience in other countries. 
He has drawn up a very varied programme, 
focussing especially on practical aspects 
and on conduct. 

Lodge H. P. Blavatsky. —This is pre¬ 
sided over by Sr. Pcrini Balbi, who ar¬ 
ranged in the earlier months a programme 
on Theosophy and science, but this was 
interrupted by his temporary absence. 
We are now reorganizing it. 

The Adyar and the Youth Groups .— 
These function intermittently. 

Enclosed we send £10-0-0 as our con¬ 
tribution for 1956. 

Mario Radaelli, 
General Secretary. 


PUERTO RICO 


The number of our members has de¬ 
creased this year due to the fact that I 
decided to drop those members who move 
to distant places, or leave the town with¬ 
out notice, or for negligence or lack of 
enthusiasm do not attend Lodge meetings 
or have not paid their dues for more than 
two years. 

Last year we had an enrolment of 107. 
We had two new members during the 
year but dropped 19 members, leaving a 
total of 90 to begin the yeap 1956. 

We have continued all our activities as 
usual. The Heraldo is sent to all the 
Spanish-speaking countries. Radio talks 
are conducted by our Treasurer, Scftor 


Gonzalez Quinones, very efficiently; he 
has a period of fifteen minutes every Sun¬ 
day at 9.30 a.m. Dr. Alfonso gives a 
public lecture once a month; he started 
last month a scries on “ The History of 
Religions”. He is a wonderful speaker 
and a very learned man and I feel this 
topic will help the members very much. 

Scftor Plard, our former Secretary, con¬ 
tinues his classes on Sundays and Tues¬ 
days and Seftorcs Quinones and Lopez 
have their study groups on Friday even¬ 
ings. All festivities were celebrated, in¬ 
cluding United Nations Day. 

Convention was held on April 1st and 
it was very successful. Seftor Gonzales 



CEYLON 


69 


wrote a good report about it in The Theo- 
sophist of last June. 

Though our Section is small in number 
we have a select quality of membcis who 
can face the responsibilities as they come 
along; even with a lower enrolment this 
year 1 have no fear as to the future of the 
Society, as I am sure we will keep on 
working harder than ever to spread Theo¬ 
sophy and fulfil our duties as Thcoso- 
phists. 

The biggest event we had in our Section 
this year was the visit of our International 
President, Mr. N. Sri Ram, and his sec¬ 
retary and translator. Mr. Alfredo Puig. 
Their stay was short but we managed to 


have one address for members, and five 
public lectures, three in our building, one 
at the Univeisity of Puerto Rico and one 
at the Masonic Temple. The public was 
well impressed with his lectures and his 
spirituality and I think his work has not 
been in vain. We were very happy to 
have the privilege of this visit of our be¬ 
loved International President. It was a 
long and strenuous tour for him and we 
have appreciated it immensely. It was a 
blessing for our Sections and the coun¬ 
tries he visited. 

Esperanza C. Hopgood, 
General Secretary. 


RUMANIA 

No Report 


YUGOSLAVIA 

No Report 


CEYLON 


Our report to Headquarters at Adyar 
for the year 1954-55 referred to the visits 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rohit Mehta and Mr. 
M. Subramaniam. to whom we owed in 
great measure the revival of the Ceylon 
Section; and the visit of Mrs. Mary 
Elmore of Adyar to preside over our 
annual Convention. 

It was generous and kind of Mrs. 
Elmore to prolong her stay among us. 
She remained from the close of Conven¬ 
tion till nearly the middle of December, 
giving talks to Lanka, Besant, Oleott and 


Kurunegala Lodges, and helped members 
in pursuing study classes. 

Although three of our Lodges have been 
inactive for most of the year under re¬ 
view, it is pleasing to record and en¬ 
couraging to note that the others have 
maintained active work in various forms. 

The membership roll of the Section, 
appearing as 209 on 30th September 1954 
and 194 on 30th September 1955, has 
dropped to 147 at the end of September 
this year. This diminution is the result 
of our Lodges being constrained, with 
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regret, to remove from their list of mem¬ 
bers those who have not only lapsed 
through non-payment of subscriptions 
but have, in addition, allowed themselves 
to remain inactive. 

Towards the end of April 1956 Mr. M. 
Subramaniam spent nearly a week with 
us. One matter arranged during his visit 
was an indication to Lodges of methods 
which might be adopted in the celebra¬ 
tion of the Sambuddha Jayanti year. A 
noteworthy result of his visit has been the 
formation of a new Lodge at Vcyangoda; 
it was a happy decision of the founding 
members to adopt as its name the Lotus 
Lodge. 

Later in the year we spent a busy month 
with Mrs. Mary G. Patterson, who divid¬ 
ed her time between the Colombo Lodges, 
Lanka, Besant and Oleott; Kurunegala 
Lodge; the newly formed Lotus Lodge; 
Vasanta Lodge at Sri Palcc and Shanti 
Lodge at Galle. Members of each of 
these Lodges have been greatly helped 
and encouraged by Mrs. Patterson and all 
are deeply grateful to her for the efforts 
devoted to their assistance. Her lectures 
and talks have been greatly appreciated. 

Besant Day, Adyar Day and White 
Lotus Day were marked by special meet¬ 


ings of Lodges; on Besant Day the Colom¬ 
bo Lodges had with them Mrs. Mary 
Elmore and others who brought us 
recollections of our revered leader. 
Dr. Annie Besant. 

Among overseas visitors during the 
year we have had Miss Emma Hunt, Re¬ 
cording Secretary, whom we were happy 
to meet on her return to Adyar, Dr. R. T. 
Werther, Mrs. Joyce Murdoch, Miss 
Helen Zahara, Miss Shirley Maepherson, 
Miss Audrey Lymer and Mr. P. G. Din- 
gomal of Johannesburg. 

I regret having to close on a note of 
disappointment. It has not been feasible, 
though budgeted for, to produce Plenoma 
in 1956. We still have a small payment 
to make in settlement of the cost of the 
Journal for 1955. An appeal is made to 
all members to remit any arrears, and 
their annual subscriptions, punctually to 
their Lodges. With out reduced active 
membership the financial aspect of our 
work needs attention, and we look for¬ 
ward to the support of every member to 
enable us to make the Journal available 
once more. 

N. K. Choksy, 

General Secretary. 


GREECE 


The most important events of the year 
were the following: 

(1) The visit of our President, Mr. N. 
Sri Ram, who gave a public lecture in 
Parnassos Lecture Hall at Athens and 
another in our Thcosophical Centre. His 
speeches invigorated all the members of 
our Section and made a deep impression 
on the public. 

(2) The visit of Mr. J. Krishnamurti to 
Athens, who gave three public lectures in 
Parnassos Lecture Hall. 


(3) The publication of our new Thco¬ 
sophical magazine Ilissos , which is being 
issued quarterly. This new magazine is 
addressed to a broader reading public to 
which it brings Thcosophical ideas. At 
present 1,500 copies arc printed. 

Liberty of thought and the free re¬ 
search of Truth without restrictions or 
prejudices arc always cultivated in the 
Lodges of our Section. Our library has 
been enriched with the publication of 
Reincarnation by Annie Besant, and also 
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of a new book, Greek Philosophers 
previous to Socrates and Theosophy , by 
Mr. Mclissaropoulos. 

Our American and Canadian brothers 
and sisters, under the leadership of 


Mr. Alexander Logofet of Washington, 
continue the iclicf of the Camp of Kolo- 
kynthou. 

K. Melissaropoulos, 
General Secretary. 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


An event of exceptional importance this 
year has been the visit, so long and so 
anxiously awaited, of the International 
President of the Theosophical Society, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram. to five countries of this 
Section. His lectures have had the bril¬ 
liant result, we trust, of re-awakening 
the enthusiasm of Thcosophists and of 
arousing in the public a lively interest for 
the ideas expressed, and sympathy for our 
illustrious President. For us it has been 
not only a great pleasure, but a veritable 
privilege to have been able to come to 
know him personally. 

The work of the Lodges of the Section 
has developed normally, and studies have 
been carried out according to the inclina¬ 


tions of each. The following new mem¬ 
bers have joined: 

Lodge Virya, San Jos6, Costa 

Rica .. 1 

„ Subirama, Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras .. 2 

„ Prathibha, Managua, Nica¬ 
ragua .. 2 

„ Darlu, Rivas, Nicaragua .. 3 

„ Tcotl, San Salvador, El Sal¬ 
vador .. 1 

„ Koot-Hoomi, Guatemala .. 1 

10 

M. Monge Echandi, 

General Secretary. 


PARAGUAY 

No Report 


PERU 

No Report 


PHILIPPINES 

No Report 
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COLOMBIA 


Wc have continued the publication of 
our 32-page pamphlets, and during the 
year have issued two new numbers, as 
follows: 

No. 13— El Hombre del Manana (The 
Man of Tomorrow), 1,000 copies issue, 
January 1956. 

No. 14— La Teosofia, los Teosofos y la 
Obra de la Sociedad Teosofica (Theos¬ 
ophy, Thcosophists and the Work of the 
Thcosophical Society), by N. Sri Ram. 

Wc arc sorry to report this year 54 
lapsings and the temporary closing of 3 
Lodges. A new- Lodge La Montafia was 
formed in Medellin. Eighteen members 
were re-admitted and wc had also 15 new 


admissions, so the net decrease was 22, 
the number of members at the end of the 
year being 140. 

The difficulties in several places of the 
country continue, which explains the 
closing of the Lodges. 

This year we had the pleasure of receiv¬ 
ing the visits of two prominent members 
of the Society, Mr. N. Sri Ram and Miss 
Helen Zahara, who very kindly included 
Bogota in their tour, although both for a 
very short time. They left a deep impres¬ 
sion on all of us, and great inspiration 
for the work. 

Corina Martinez S., 
General Secretary. 


EAST AFRICA 


The East African Section consists of 
four territories, namely Zanzibar, Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika. Thus the Sec¬ 
tion as a whole covers a very large area. 
There arc many difficulties in regard to 
transport and communications and the 
Executive have to face these in their at¬ 
tempt to spread the message of Brahma 
Vidya. However, the year under report 
shows solid but unspectacular progress. 

Lodges and Membership. —During the 
year under report twenty Lodges were 
functioning in the whole of East Africa, 
with the total of 656 members who took 
keen interest in the spread of the Ancient 
Wisdom. They meet regularly on week 
days according to the convenience of 
members. Commemorative days, such 
as Foundation Day (17th November), 
Adyar Day (17th February) White Lotus 
Day, Vaishaki and Guru Pumima Days 
were duly observed, and lectures and talks 
appropriate to the occasion were given by 
members of the Lodges. 


Convention. —The sixth annual Con¬ 
vention of this Section was held during 
the Christmas holidays Horn 24th to 26th 
December 1955, under the auspices of the 
Bharat Lodge at Chake Chake, Pemba 
(Zanzibar Protectorate). 

An important item on the agenda of the 
Convention was the appointment of a 
“ Lodge Organizer ” to direct and render 
advice to the newly formed Lodges, to 
which post our energetic member, Bro. 
Keshani, was unanimously elected for a 
period of one year. 

During the Convention interesting talks 
and lectures, both in English and Guja¬ 
rati, were delivered by several brethren. 
It was the firm opinion of our National 
President and the members of the Execu¬ 
tive that opportunity be given to younger 
members of the Society to come foiward 
and express their views either on the 
Society’s work or on Thcosophical sub¬ 
jects. and the opportunity was gladly 
taken by many young members present. 



PAKISTAN 


73 


Some of them expressed their views as to 
why they had joined the Society and the 
difficulty in grasping the Ancient Wis¬ 
dom. 

The subjects of each Lodge having its 
own building and the collection of funds 
to meet expenses on important occasions, 
were discussed at a meeting but were left 
to the discietion of individual Lodges. 

At the invitation of the Nairobi Lodge, 
the next annual Convention will be held 
at Nairobi during the Christmas holidays 
from 23rd to 25lh December 1956. 

National President's Tour of Inspec¬ 
tion. —During the year under report our 
National President, accompanied by Bro. 
H. D. Shah and others, made an extensive 
tour visiting scvctal Lodges of our Sec¬ 
tion. His report, which has been for¬ 
warded to the International President at 
Adyar, gives some idea of the interest 
taken by out Executive members. 

Invitation to Miss Clara Codd. —The 
Executive Committee members have unan¬ 
imously approved that Miss Clara 
Codd be invited on a two months’ tour of 
East Africa to deliver lectures at various 
centres on the subject of Theosophy, and 
give guidance and advice if necessary on 
the working of the Lodges. Arrange¬ 
ments have been made accordingly foi 
Miss Codd to pay us a visit in December 
1956. 

Publicity Work. —As in previous years, 
each Lodge kept its doors open to local 
social, educational and cultural organiza¬ 
tions. The public lectures at several of 
our Lodges arc reported to be well at¬ 
tended. In order to cultivate more in¬ 


terest amongst our brethren, and to ac¬ 
quaint them with the activities of various 
Lodges, it has been decided to re-start 
publishing a monthly journal. The 
Saurabh, the first issue of which will 
appeal in Octobci 1956. 

Theosophical Books. —A very large stock 
of both Gujarati and English books on 
Theosophy and allied subjects is now 
maintained by the Society, and we arc 
grateful to the Theosophical Publishing 
House for their help in the selection of 
suitable books for our brethren. 

Obituary. —It is with deep regret that I 
have to record the passing away of our 
dear Bro. D. M. Anjaria who rendered 
selfless services in the cause of Theosophy 
in East Africa and we pray that his soul 
may rest in everlasting peace. 

Conclusion. —I am glad to report that 
the financial position of our Section is 
now very sound. Care is taken to main¬ 
tain the utmost economy in expenditure, 
which at times is borne personally by 
members of the Executive. 

It is improper not to record the selfless 
service rendered by Bro. Sant Sitaram 
during his stay in East Africa. It is due 
to his efforts that the standard of work in 
our younger Lodges has so much im¬ 
proved and the welfare of the Society is 
assured. 

We pray that the work which was be¬ 
gun in His Name and by His Blessings 
may be continued to His Glory and 
enhance the minds and souls of all seekers 
after truth. 

V. H. Kapadia, 
General Secretary. 


PAKISTAN 


The Theosophical Society in Pakistan 
has completed a year of steady and useful 
work in all its Lodges. There arc now 
10 


seven Lodges and two Centres working 
in Pakistan, viz., 3 Lodges at Karachi, 2 
at Hyderabad Sind, including a Youth 
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Lodge, I in Quetta and 1 in Comilla, 
East Pakistan. The two Centres arc at 
Jessore (East Pakistan) and at Lahore 
(West Pakistan). 

The Karachi Lodge has submitted an 
interesting report on its activities during 
the year. The Lodge gained five mem¬ 
bers but lost five due to resignations. Un¬ 
fortunately a number of members dropped 
from the rolls due to non-payment of dues 
and the strength of the Lodge stands now 
at 121. The Lodge reports activities for 
at least three days per week. It runs a 
class on Theosophy for newcomers, weekly 
talks on At the Feet of the Master, 
and public lectuies every week on Thco- 
sophical and allied subjects. Its Library 
and Reading Room are very well used 
not only by members but by the public at 
large. A number of members from the 
Lodge are active in social service and are 
recognized for their work in different 
fields. 

The new building of the Lodge, esti¬ 
mated to cost Rs. 2 lakhs, is under con¬ 
struction and will be completed in Feb¬ 
ruary or March 1957. The Lodge hopes 
then to organize many new activities and 
to revitalize the old ones. Among the 
new constructions will be a large and well- 
equipped Library and a modern Lecture 
Hall with a seating capacity for 550 
persons and a fine platform attached. 


This year is also significant to the Lodge 
being its Diamond Jubilee Year. On 21st 
December 1956, the Lodge completes 60 
years of its existence. 

Other Lodges in Pakistan continue 
steadily with their work, having weekly 
activities of Thcosophical classes or pub¬ 
lic lectures. Their reports indicate a 
steady strength of membership maintain¬ 
ed by most of the Lodges. 

Due to long distances of hundreds of 
miles separating these Lodges, it has been 
increasingly difficult to send visitors and 
lecturers to support the work. A distance 
of 1,200 miles separates East and West 
Pakistan with air travel, which is expen¬ 
sive, as the only means of communica¬ 
tion. Even Lodges in West Pakistan arc 
divided by six to seven hundred miles 
from each other. This makes contact 
rather difficult. Nevertheless, during the 
year, the Presidential Agent visited Lahore 
twice and tried to vitalize the Centre there. 
It is hoped that next year it will be possi¬ 
ble to visit many more Lodges and per¬ 
haps establish new ones. 

Workers in this region are looking 
ahead to a new year with the hope that 
the Theosophical Society in Pakistan may 
in time be able to expand into a Section. 

Gool Minwalla, 
Presidential Agent. 


MALAYA AND SINGAPORE 

No Report 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


The Thcosophical Society in Northern 
Ireland has had a quiet year. All activ¬ 
ities have continued as in last year's re¬ 


port. A rather high intake of new mem¬ 
bers partly counterbalanced an exception¬ 
ally high rate of resignations and transfers 
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to other Sections, and the total member¬ 
ship at 30th September was 69. 

At the annual Convention in June 
1956, Sri Rohit Mehta was our guest 
speaker. Other visiting lecturers during 
the year under review were Dr. Cyril V. 
Pink, Mr. John Coats, Miss Helen Zahara, 
Mrs. M. P. Daw, and Mrs. Gardner. 

Nine of our members travelled to Dub¬ 
lin to participate in the annual Conven¬ 
tion of the Theosophical Society in Ire¬ 
land. We were also represented at the 


International Convention at Adyar, at the 
British Isles summer school and at the 
European Congress at Baden, Austria; 
members visited St. Michael's Centre in 
the Netherlands, and the Organizing Sec¬ 
retary made two lecture tours in England 
and Wales. To visit and be visited is 
particularly helpful when a group of mem¬ 
bers is fairly small and rather isolated. 

Hugh Shearman, 
Organizing Secretary. 


VIET-NAM 


Membership. —The membership is 393, 
an increase of 43. 

Public Lectures. —We have talks, socials 
and public lectures every Sunday at the 
Headquarters of the Society at Phu Nhuan 
(Saigon). 

Our Review. —The official organ of 
the Theosophical Society in Vict-Nam 
is the magazine Dao Hoc , of which 
2,000 copies arc printed for sending to 
members and for sale to the public. 

Publications. —We have just printed 
2,000 copies of a work entitled Dao Ly 
Thuc Hanh (Practical Theosophy) in two 
volumes for free distribution to members 
and sympathizers. These contribute great¬ 
ly to the propagation of Theosophy among 
the masses. We have reprinted in Viet¬ 
namese 5,000 copies of the little book At 
the Feet of the Master , which is also in¬ 
tended for free distribution. 

The Library. —We have a Theosophical 
lending library which is open every day. 
The books are in French and Vietnamese. 

Orphanage. —The Theosophical Soci¬ 
ety’s Orphanage in Vict-Nam has always 
been well supported, and receives general 
approval. It has 35 beds and receives 
children less than two years old. Childten 
who have reached the age of two are 


tiansferred to another orphanage. They 
arc very well looked after. Out resources 
come from the hiring of chairs, the gifts 
of benefactors, and an annual grant from 
the Vietnamese Government. 

Lodges.— The work of the Lodges is 
satisfactory on the whole. Lodge Chon 
Ly (The Truth) at Hue, led by brother 
Hoa Giai, assisted by brother Le Van 
Mung, a very active Theosophist, does 
very good work. Weekly lcctuics take 
place regularly at their headquarters. A 
monthly bulletin is printed by duplicator 
and a number of copies arc sent free to 
members and sympathizers. 

Lodge Kicm-Ai (Universal Love) at 
Ban-Co (Saigon), under the leadership of 
brother Phan Van Hien (1st Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of the Administrative Council of the 
Theosophical Society in Vict-Nam) func¬ 
tions regularly. Regular meetings with 
talks take place every Saturday evening at 
their headquarters. Theosophical books 
in Vietnamese and French as well as Theo¬ 
sophical bulletins arc always displayed 
and can be borrowed free by members 
and sympathizers. 

Lodge Duoi Chon Thay (At the Feet of 
the Master) at Vinh-Long, conceives its 
fundamental work to be: Brotherhood— 
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lived in the bosom of the Lodge; in the 
home; in society. Brother Nguyen Minh 
Tam, an active Thcosophist, is president 
of this Lodge. Meetings for members 
arc held twice monthly. 

Lodge An Giang at Chaudoc has made 
great efforts which arc worthy of our 
praise. Meetings are held each Saturday 
evening at their headquarters for the study 
of the teachings of Theosophy and of 
other religions. With a duplicating machine 
the leaders, brothers Chau Van Dong, 
Huynh Ba Nhc, Lc Quang Dicn and 
Truong Van Hieu, have been able to pub¬ 
lish every second month a Thcosophical 
bulletin which is much appreciated. Each 
time 1,000 copies are run off for free dis¬ 
tribution to the members and sympathizers. 

The other Lodges work in a somewhat 
irregular fashion, because the greater 
number of their members live at a distance 
from the Lodge, so that each member has 
to study at home, since meetings are held 
only rarely. 

New Lodges. —During the visit to Vict- 
Nam of Brother M. Subramaniam he 
assisted in the formation of two new 
Lodges: (1) Lodge Saigon, with head¬ 
quarters at No. 72 6 Rue Nguycn-Dinh- 
Chieu, Saigon—president of the Lodge, 
brother Nguyen Huu Kict; and (2) Lodge 
Lcadbcatcr, with headquarters at 420 Rue 
Vo-Di-Nguy, Phu Nhuan (Saigon)—presi¬ 
dent of the Lodge, brother Truong Khuong. 


Visit of Brother M. Subramaniam.— 
Brother Subramaniam’s visit to our Sec¬ 
tion lasted from 31st July to 10th August 
1956. He gave public lectures and friend¬ 
ly talks at Saigon, Vinh-Long, Longxuycn 
and Chaudoc. At Chaudoc he spoke on 
Buddhism to an audience of more than 
2,000 people grouped around the Viet¬ 
namese Budd Gaya. This was a great 
success. 

Delegation to the 80th International 
Convention. —Two delegates from Viet- 
Nam were present at the 80th Interna¬ 
tional Thcosophical Convention at Adyar; 
brothers Phan van Hicn and Truong 
Khuong. 

Construction. —Brother Truong Khuong, 
authorized by the Directing Council of 
the Thcosophical Society in Viet-Nam, 
has constructed at his own expense on 
the premises of the Headquarters, a 
house of two storeys which after his 
death will become the property of our 
Section. Brother Truong Khuong acts as 
host to the members visiting the Head¬ 
quarters, who stay in his house. 

Conclusion. —For some time past diffi¬ 
culties have arisen everywhere. It is the 
karma of our Section and of our country 
equally. However, wc have done the best 
we could and the results have been satis¬ 
factory. 

Pham-Ngoc-Da, 

General Secretary. 


STATE OF ISRAEL 


After having learnt the very gratifying 
news indeed, that “ the work of the Thco¬ 
sophical Society is once again active in 
Egypt ” (see The Theosophist, August 
1956), we availed ourselves of the oppor¬ 
tunity offered on the occasion of our 
Annual Meeting in Tel-Aviv on the 2nd 
November 1956 of sending in common 
meditation—via Adyar—our profound 


thoughts of good-will, peace and friend¬ 
ship to our brethren in Cairo hoping that 
Egypt and Israel may soon be drawn 
together in a spirit of forgivingness, 
unity and co-operation now that the 
light of Theosophy is shining there 
again. 

The outstanding event in the period 
under reference was—after a ywr* 
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careful preparation—the establishment of 
our third Lodge in Israel, this time in the 
Holy City of Jerusalem, on the 12th June 
1956. One of the most prominent fea¬ 
tures of our Society, viz., its very inter¬ 
national character, is clearly mirrored in 
the composition of the “ godfathers ” of 
this new little “child ” of ours, with mem¬ 
bers hailing from Iraq, Morocco (France), 
U.S.A., Rumania and Austria working 
together in complete harmony and under¬ 
standing. The name chosen for the new 
Lodge by its founders is Moriah, indi¬ 
cating not only one of our venerated 
Master-Sponsors, but also Mount Moriah, 
the place where King Solomon’s Holy 
Temple was erected. 

Three new admissions and five trans¬ 
fers from other Sections—one from the 
Netherlands and four from Morocco 
(France)—an increase of eight, brought 
the total of our membership in Israel to 33. 

Fortnightly meetings for members and 
guests were held in the Covenant Lodge 
of Tcl-Aviv and in the then Jerusalem 
Centre, and international relations were 
maintained by our sister Mrs. Use Fischer, 
a member of the Covenant Lodge, who 
visited Huizen, and Mrs. Sylvia Scapa 
from New York, U.S.A., who came to 
Israel for a short stay. 

Contact was furthermore continued 
with the “ Oncg Shabbath ” circle of 
Naharia by inviting its chairman. Dr. E. 
Bloch, to deliver a lecture: " Israel and 
her eschatological significance ” in the 
Covenant Lodge on the 23rd May 1956, 
which gave our members and visitors 
much valuable material for deep reflection 
and for the lively exchange of views. 

One of our dailies in German, Yedioth 
Hayon , published a long and very appre¬ 
ciative article by Dr. Josef Finkclstein: 
“ Bci den Thcosophen Israels ” on the 
21st October 1956, which introduced 
Theosophy to the Israeli public for the 


first time on a somewhat larger scale. This 
resulted in a number of letters received— 
one enquiry emanating even from Eng¬ 
land—which led to very valuable contacts 
with a member from the Belgian Section, 
Mrs. Berthe Kaufmann, residing in Israel 
but without knowledge of our existence 
so far, and with a promising young gentle¬ 
man who became interested in Theo¬ 
sophy. 

On the 11th of April 1956, Mr. Hans 
Zcugcr, the Presidential Agent, spoke in 
the home of Mrs. Margot Klausner in 
Tcl-Aviv, where a group of people inter¬ 
ested in occult and psychological research 
is meeting regularly, on the theme: “ Para- 
psychological phenomena in the light of 
Theosophy”; the talk was very well re¬ 
ceived by the audience. 

White Lotus Day was again celebrated 
very peacefully in Tcl-Aviv, with both 
piano recitals and declamations of parts 
of the Bhagavad Gita, The Light of Asia 
and the Old Testament. 

Our library is increasing steadily and 
the circulation of books amongst our 
members and interested persons is inten¬ 
sive. A most valuable and particularly 
welcome addition, received as a gift from 
our old and beloved friend. Bishop John 
H. Cordcs, consists of a complete set of 
Col. H. S. Olcott’s Old Diary Leaves —a 
very treasure of Theosophical information 
—which we acknowledge with sincere de¬ 
light and gratitude. 

Very much to our regret the editing of 
our news-bulletin Mitteilungsblatt had to 
be interrupted for approximately a year 
owing to technical difficulties beyond our 
control, but fortunately appropriate ar¬ 
rangements have been made in the mean¬ 
time which have led to the re-appearance 
of our modest periodical. 

Hans Zeuger. 

Presidential Agent. 
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JAPAN 

No Report 


VENEZUELA 


During the year from 1st October 1955 
to 30th September 1956 the following 
activities have been carried on in this 
Section. 

New Lodge .—In the city of Barquisi- 
meto, Lodge Evolution has been formed. 
It has been working with great fervor 
and enthusiasm. I have paid periodic 
visits to this Lodge. 

New Members .—During the year which 
ended today, we enrolled 35 new mem¬ 
bers. included in which are those who 
constitute Lodge Evolution. There have 
been 2 re-admissions, and 1 member has 
transferred from Holland. 

Members Lost .—In the course of the 
present year 3 members were lapsed: 2 


for failing to attend or give information 
and 1 who has left for Colombia, his 
native country. 

Visits .—From 3rd to 9th May wc had 
among us our President, Mr. N. Sri Ram, 
who delivered 5 public lectures and 2 
private ones in this city. He also gave 
one lecture in the city of Barquisimcto. 
His visit was the cause of many new mem¬ 
bers joining the Society. 

Service .—Wc continue to send out 
lessons on Theosophy by correspondence 
to those who ask for them. 

Pablo Bonilla T., 
General Secretary. 


WEST AFRICA 


Membership .—The year under review 
marks the coming of age of Theosophy in 
West Africa. In addition to 112 mem¬ 
bers in good standing with the Society 
transferred to us from the English Section 
on the formation of the Theosophical 
Society in West Africa this year, there has 
been an increase of 18, but the passing of 
the President of the Koforidua Centre in 
June thus brings the total number to 129. 
It is noteworthy that while hitherto our 
graduates of British Universities who con¬ 
stitute the professional class have shown 
no interest whatsoever in our philosophy, 
the 18 new members include the first 
student of the University College of the 
Gold Coast, Logon, Accra. 


Lodges and Centres .—There are four 
Lodges: Blavatsky at Accra, Arundale 
at Dcnu, Bcsant at Sckondi Takoradi, and 
Raja at Kumasi. Of the five Centres, 
three are in the Gold Coast—Nkawkaw, 
Koforidua and Dunkwa, and two in 
Nigeria—Onitsha and Kaduna. 

Activities of the Lodges and Centres in¬ 
clude weekly study classes and occasional 
public lectures. Each Lodge or Centre 
selects its own textbook and difficult 
points encountered arc referred to the 
Organizing Secretary. In Accra, the classes 
are divided into two: junior and senior, 
under the leadership of the Vice-President 
and President respectively. Once a month 
the classes join together for purposes of 
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either an internal lecture by a selected 
member, or for general questions and 
answers. Public lectures, which are held 
at the Community Centre, are given publi¬ 
city in the newspapers and arc well attend¬ 
ed. To help, encourage and sustain the 
interest of new members and enquirers, 
study groups have been arranged in mem¬ 
bers’ houses. These meet weekly. 

Annual Convention .—This was held at 
Easter in Accra from March 30th to April 
2nd. Delegates from all the Lodges and 
Centres in the Gold Coast attended, our 
Nigerian brethren sending greetings and 
expressing regret for inability to send 
delegates for certain reasons. During the 
period the work of the Society in West 
Africa was considered and draft Rules 
were prepared. These still await final 
shaping by our legal adviser. 

Summer School .—An experimental sum¬ 
mer school, which was to have taken place 
in Kumasi on the invitation of the Raja 
Lodge, was held at Nkawkawfrom August 
4th to 6th. The change of place was due 
to the timely decision of the officers and 
members of the Lodge to avoid any risks 
their visitors might run in Kumasi owing 
to the political tension there at that time. 
The overall result was beyond all expecta¬ 
tion. A member of the Centre who is the 
proprietor of a modest hotel provided ac¬ 
commodation and vegetarian food for the 
brethren. Although vegetarianism is not 
enforced, it is gratifying to note that 


about 99 per cent of the members arc 
vegetarians. 

Some of the visitors who attended by 
invitation showed such great interest that 
they missed none of the talks on the sub¬ 
titles of the main subject, “ Fundamentals 
of Theosophy ”. The feeling of brothcr- 
liness and the harmonious atmosphere 
which characterized the few days was 
unique. Members returned to their sevcial 
Lodges and Centres with renewed enthus¬ 
iasm and a passing foretaste of the experi¬ 
ence of what a practical Thcosophical 
community life can be, whilst the Nkaw- 
kaw Centre was vitalized and inspired. 

This Federation is only nine months 
old. Its chief objective at the moment is 
to concentrate on internal organization 
and to give effect to the increasing feeling 
of responsibility for the work, undertaken. 
One of the main difficulties is the absence 
of erudite leadership and lectureship, 
none having ever before had the privi¬ 
lege of sitting at the feet of one of our 
Gamaliels, so to speak. Nevertheless, we 
rejoice in the opportunity offered for ser¬ 
vice and strain all efforts to utilize to 
the utmost the one talent entrusted to us 
in the knowledge that at the appointed 
time servers possessing the requisite quali¬ 
fication of both secular and occult lore 
will be available “ to do Their Will 

K. Brakatu Ateko, 
Organizing Secretary. 


CANADIAN FEDERATION 


Work has been progressing steadily in 
the Lodges of the Canadian Federation 
despite the fact that there has not been a 
great increase in membership. Public 
lectures have been given under the aus¬ 
pices of the Lodges, some Lodges holding 
regular public lectures all the year round. 


others just when they can obtain a lec¬ 
turer. Regular study classes are also 
held throughout the year. 

One of the most encouraging events is 
the reformation of Wayfarers Lodge in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. The members there 
are now doing their best to rebuild 
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ihcmselves into a strong and active 
group. On the other side of the ledger 
it has been found necessary to close 
the Lodge in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, 
owing to the fact that the membership 
has been reduced to one. In addition 
study groups have been formed in 
other places and the hope is that these 
will eventually become strong enough to 
form Lodges. 

We were also very fortunate in having 
the benefit of a visit from Mr. Geoffrey 
Hodson during the year. Mr. Hodson 


THE EUROPEAN 

Since our last Council Meeting, held 
last year at the Theosophical Centre at 
Huizen and presided over by our Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. N. Sri Ram, various activities 
can be reported. 

On his way to South America, the Pre¬ 
sident visited Athens and stayed also a 
few days in Paris, attending part of the 
French Convention. On his return from 
America he visited both London and 
Paris. 

The original plan to hold our Congress 
this year in Geneva had to be dropped 
for various reasons, but as Austria had 
just become again an independent nation, 
it was decided instead to hold the Con¬ 
gress at Baden, a well-known watering- 
place near Vienna. 

It may be the dharma of Austria, today 
a neutral in the heart of Europe, lying be¬ 
tween East and West, and with its capital 
Vienna, to help in the uniting of East and 
West Europe. 

Because of the Congress, no Regional 
summer schools were held in the German 
and French-speaking Regions. The British 
and Irish Regional summer school at 
Swanwick (England) took place in August, 
while also at Gammel Praestegaard in 
Denmark a summer school was held. 


spoke to well filled audience-halls in both 
Vancouver and Victoria. 

At the time of writing this report we 
are working towards a new venture for 
this Federation, a Convention of our 
Lodges to be held in Vancouver at the 
Easter week-end of 1957. Tentative plans 
have already been laid and it is hoped that 
this venture will be a great success and the 
forerunner of regular Conventions to be 
held in future years. 

Joan S. Morris, 
Secretary. 


FEDERATION 

The yearly recurring Regional meetings 
—originally only intended to discuss com¬ 
mon problems and the possibilities of 
closer mutual co-operation with the Gen¬ 
eral Secretaries and some officials of the 
Sections concerned—have gradually de¬ 
veloped into small international gather¬ 
ings. 

In Basle this year the new Lodge build¬ 
ing was inaugurated in the presence of the 
German and Austrian General Secreta¬ 
ries, who also gave lectures and talks to 
members and visitors from abroad, and a 
meeting of the Round Table also took 
place. In Brussels, where the Swiss and 
French General Secretaries and the Trea¬ 
surer of the European Federation were 
present, Mr. Sassi, president of the 
Group de Gcnive, gave a much appre¬ 
ciated public lecture, while Mr. Francis 
Brunei showed to members a beautiful 
Indian film. 

For the first time the British and Irish 
Regional Committee met at Tekcls Park 
in the beautiful surroundings of Camber- 
ley, immediately after the English Con¬ 
vention, two General Secretaries and 
members of our Executive Committee 
being present. The Cambcrley Lodge 
co-operated in arranging a meeting. 
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These Regional meetings were presided 
over by the General Secretary of the Euro¬ 
pean Federation. He further attended 
the English and Dutch Conventions and 
the Dutch summer school and paid a 
four days visit to Portugal, one of our 
isolated Sections working under rather 
difficult circumstances. 

On the invitation of the English Sec¬ 
tion, the Indian General Secretary, Sri 
Rohit Mehta, made a lecture tour in the 
British Isles and Ireland, while Mr. John 
Coats visited France, Italy and was the 
guest speaker of the Danish summer 
school. 

The European Federation publishes 
three periodicals: Theosophy in Action , 
edited by Mrs. Adelaide Gardner, Adyar, 
appearing in the German language, edited 
by Dr. Lauppcrt, while Clarti , the French 
periodical, is edited by Mile. Pascaline 
Mallet with the assistance of Mr. Chapcl- 
licr and Mr. George Tripct. The General 
Secretary of the Federation is Editor-in- 
Chief. 

The Thcosophical Society in Europe 
owes a great debt of gratitude to those 
responsible for their continued splendid 
work. 

There is a good and lively contact with 
the Young Thcosophists in Europe, who 
show great activity under their General 
Secretary, Mr. Rob Van Vlotcn. Their 
periodical Enthousiasme is well edited and 
appears in the French. English and Ger¬ 
man languages, with articles also in other 
languages. 

It is a happy omen for the future that 
the work of the Round Table is growing, 
and gratifying to sec their meetings on the 
programmes of Conventions and other 
Theosophical gatherings. With the excep¬ 
tion of some Sections, one of the gener¬ 
al complaints is that there are too few of 
the younger generation in our ranks. 

We welcome as new General Secretaries 
in our midst: Mrs. Alice L. Berry 
11 


(England) and Mr. Gosta Lindstrdm 
(Sweden). 

Mr. Peter Freeman, who in years past 
has been a greatly valued member of the 
Executive Committee, has passed over to 
the greater Light. Our members will al¬ 
ways also remember him as a champion 
for the protection of animals. 

The work for refugees, started through 
the initiative of Mme. dc Berg in close 
conjunction with the High Commissioner, 
has obtained excellent results, while Mrs. 
Bctsan Coats is doing magnificent work 
also for refugees through the “ Wings of 
Friendship,” an organization started by 
her. Both activities arc giving much 
credit to the Theosophical Society and 
bringing Theosophy and Theosophists 
to the notice of the public. There is 
still little news from behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

The 22nd European Congress was held 
from September 8th—14th. The President, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram, presided over it on his 
way back from his American tour and 
before returning to Adyar. Sixteen Sec¬ 
tions were officially represented, 12 by 
their General Secretaries. Some 360 dele¬ 
gates attended, coming from 22 countries, 
including India and U.S.A. The Presi¬ 
dent gave several lectures and addresses. 
The main theme of the Congress was 
“ The Rise of a New Cycle A large 
part of the programme was devoted to 
Discussion Group meetings, held simul¬ 
taneously in German, English and French. 
They proved most successful and helped 
to establish this valuable method of co¬ 
operative work and study. The Council 
and Executive met several times. Mr. 
van Dissel was re-elected General Secre¬ 
tary of the Theosophical Society in Europe 
and Mr. A. Raven, Treasurer, both for a 
further period of three years. The Rules 
and Regulations have been revised, so as 
to be better adapted to our present work, 
while the Young Thcosophists have been 
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given a greater responsibility on the Euro¬ 
pean Council. It was not only a very 
harmonious and happy Congress, but 
was characterized by a current of new 
ideas and trends of thought. 

There is no doubt that the Theosophical 
Society in Europe, founded already more 
than half a century ago—a prototype as it 
were of the United States of Europe to 
come—plays today her part in the grow¬ 
ing integration of Europe. To be able to 


do so in increasing measure will very 
much depend on our own efforts for 
strengthening the work all over Europe, 
by bringing everywhere the message of 
Theosophy, and on the realization that 
each individual country, even the smallest 
and most isolated, has a unique and much 
needed gift to contribute. 

J. E. VAN Dissel, 
General Secretary. 


THE WORLD FEDERATION OF YOUNG THEOSOPHISTS 


Our Annual Meeting was held at Adyar 
during the 80th International Convention 
in December 1955. Sri M. V. Krishna 
Sastry and Srimati S. Sankari were elected 
the General Secretary and the Treasurer 
respectively. Those elected to the Execu¬ 
tive Committee were Srimatis G. S. 
Meenakshi, P. K. Bhuvancswari, G. Sun- 
dari and Mr. Peter Hoffman. Two inter¬ 
esting symposia were held during the 
Convention which were presided over by 
Sri K. Sankara Mcnon and Miss Serge 
Brisy. 

Sri M. V. Krishna Sastry was unable to 
continue as the General Secretary because 
of unforeseen circumstances and resign¬ 
ed. At the Executive Committee meet¬ 
ing held on November 10th 1956, Smt. 
G. Sundari was appointed the General 
Secretary. 

Our Work in the Past Year. —There has 
been very little contact between the Youth 
Headquarters and the different Federations 
during the last year. We hope that this 
will not be so in the future and that there 
will be regular correspondence between 
Headquarters at Adyar and the General 
Secretaries of the various Federations. The 
annual Reports of the European, Austra¬ 
lian and New Zealand Federations 
have been received. Those from Brazil, 


Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Indonesia and the 
U.S.A. are still to come. 

Summary of the Reports from the diffe¬ 
rent Federations. 

Australia. —The various groups of this 
Federation in Adelaide, Brisbane, Mel¬ 
bourne, Perth and Sydney have all been 
very active. Holding discussions, sym¬ 
posia, music evenings, social outings and 
giving radio talks arc some features of 
their activities. Their quarterly magazine 
Fraternity has increased in sales and con¬ 
tains interesting articles. The summer 
school held last Christmas at Adelaide 
was very successful. This Federation has 
kept in touch with other Federations, 
specially with those in Europe and South 
America. 

New Zealand. —There has not been 
much activity in the several groups of this 
Federation, except in Auckland where 
weekly meetings were held covering a 
wide range of activities besides study. 
The Federation Secretary writes that every 
effort will be made at the Theosophical 
Society’s Convention in Wellington to 
re-organize the youth work in New 
Zealand. 

Europe.— There have been activities of 
youth groups only in big cities like Paris, 
Florence, Brussels, The Hague, Helsinki 
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and Stockholm and a small group in Han¬ 
over. The Federation General Secretary 
writes that too few Young Theosophists 
arc available to start any activity in other 
centres. Their magazine Enthousiasme has 
improved and the Secretary hopes that it 
will be of help in strengthening the rela¬ 
tions between all Young Theosophists in 
Europe. 

India .—Sri V. Gopalan the General 
Secretary toured the Gujarat, Maharash¬ 
tra and Kannada Federations in Decem¬ 
ber 1955, in connection with Youth work. 
He organized a Discussion Camp in 
Broach in May 1956 which was presided 
over by Smt. Shridevi Mehta. Sri Gopalan 
toured Andhra in June 1956 and attended 
a Youth Camp there. He reports that 


the Youth Lodges in Bombay and Broach 
are very active and do excellent outdoor 
work. 

Pakistan .—The Secretary of the Ruk- 
mini Devi Youth Lodge regrets that there 
is no annual Report to send, since the 
Karachi building where they used to hold 
their meetings is under reconstruction. 
She hopes that their activities will revive 
when this work is completed. 

Indonesia .—Though we have not re¬ 
ceived the annual Report from this Feder¬ 
ation, I learn from Sri M. Subramaniam, 
who toured this Section recently, that the 
Young Theosophists in Indonesia are very 
active. 

G. Sundari, 
General Secretary. 



HEADQUARTERS 


ADYAR, MADRAS 20 
OFFICERS 
1955—1956 


Executive Committee: 

(1) The President 

(2) The Vice-President 

(3) The Recording Secretary 

(4) The Treasurer 

(5) Srimati Rukmini Devi 

(6) Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti 

(7) Miss Ann Kerr 

(8) Mr. K. S. Rajagopalan 

(9) Mr. S. G. Venkataramanan 

Adyar Library: Director: Miss Ann Kerr; Librarian: Mrs. Mary G. Patterson. 
Archives: Miss Katherine A. Beechey. 

Bhojanasala: Superintendent: Mr. S. Krishnamurti. 

Dispensary: Medical Officer: Dr. E. Sundaresan. 

Engineering Department: Superintendent: Mr. M. D. Subramaniam. 

Garden Department: Adviser: Mr. N. Yagnesvara Sastry. 

Laundry: Superintendent: Mr. M. V. Gopalakrishna Iyer. 

Leadbeater Chambers: Superintendent: Miss Florence N. Pulsford. 

Legal Adviser: N. K. Choksy, Esq., Q. C. 

Medical Consultant: Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti. 

Post Office: Mr. V. Srinivasan, Sub-Postmaster. 

Sanitation and Hygiene Officer: Madame P. Cazin. 

School of the Wisdom: Principal and Director of Studies: Mr. N. Sri Ram; 

Assisted by: Miss Emma Hunt and Mr. M. Subramaniam. 

The Theosophical Publishing House: Manager: Mr. K. S. Krishnamurti. 

The Vasanta Press: Joint Directors: Mr. K. S. Krishnamurti, Mr. K. Ramanathan; 
Manager: Mr. D. V. Syamala Rau. 

Watch and Ward Department: Superintendent: Mr. K. S. Krishnamurti. 


Ex-officio 



THE ADYAR LIBRARY 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1955-56 


The year saw the completion of two 
major projects undertaken during the pre¬ 
vious years: re-classification of all printed 
books and editing of the Laksmitantra, as 
noted below under the respective head¬ 
ings. 

The Council .—Meetings of the Council 
were held on 2nd December 1955 and 
10th March 1956. 

Staff .—In January 1956, Mr. A. Danie- 
lou and Mrs. R. Bumicr resigned from 
their posts as Director and Assistant 
Director. On behalf of the Library Coun¬ 
cil, I express our appreciation for the good 
work done in the Library under Mr. 
Danielou's directorship, and for the cap¬ 
able assistance given by Mrs. Burnier. 
Miss Ann Kerr, Assistant Recording Sec¬ 
retary of the Theosophical Society, was 
appointed Director, pro tern. 

Other changes in the staff arc the resig¬ 
nation of Mr. N. R. Bhat, the appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Voylc Stewart as a half-time 
worker, the loss of Mr. Henry van dc 
Poll, who passed away in April, and the 
resignation of Sri V. Hanumanthachar. 

Dr. K. Kunjunni Raja, Mrs. R. Burnier 
and Mr. E. Fernandez have continued to 
give part-time help. 

Research and Publications .—Pandit V. 
Krishnamacharya concluded the editing 
of the Laksmitantra. Pandit K. Rama- 
chandra Sarma has been engaged in pre¬ 
paring a descriptive catalogue of the 
manuscripts on Prayoga, Vrata and Santi. 
Preparations have been started for send¬ 
ing to the Press a catalogue of manuscripts 
from Visva Bharati. The printing of the 
Laksmitantra text was begun. The second 
volume of the Sangitaratnakara , now out 
of print, was revised and sent to the Press 
for reprinting with the addition of an 
index of technical terms. 


Copying. —Forty-two manuscripts have 
been copied during the year on order for 
other libraries and institutions, 4 micro¬ 
films of manuscripts and 2 of printed 
books were made, also on order. A pro¬ 
gramme of copying old and rare manu¬ 
scripts belonging to the Adyar Library, for 
its own use, was authorized by the Coun¬ 
cil in March. Copies of 8 of these manu¬ 
scripts were completed during the remain¬ 
ing months of the year. 

Re-classification .—The re-classification 
of books was completed on 26th May 1956. 
Between October 1955 and May 1956, 
16,067 books were re-classified. After May 
1956, the classification of various pre¬ 
viously unclassified and partially classified 
paper manuscripts was started. Sri V. 
Hanumanthachar, Sri. T. R. Vcnkatrama 
Sharma, Mr. Voylc Stewart and others were 
engaged in this work under the direction 
of Mrs. Mary G. Patterson, Librarian. 

Theosophical Index .—Since March 1956, 
Srimati A. Siitaa Dcvii has been working 
on a subject index of Theosophical books 
which will be of use to students of Theo¬ 
sophy who come to Adyar. She has com¬ 
pleted the indexing of such classics as: 
The Ancient Wisdom , Man: Whence, How 
and Whither, The Pedigree of Man, A 
Study in Consciousness, etc. 

Braille Section .—A section for readers 
of English Braille was organized with an 
initial gift of 122 volumes (books and 
journals) from the Theosophical Book 
Association for the Blind, U.S.A., one 
from Margaret Dudley Braille Lodge, 
England, and two transcribed and pre¬ 
sented by Miss Ann Kerr and Srimati 
Shakuntala Devi. 

Accession .—During the year 660 new 
books were accessed and classified. Two 
of the 8 transcripts of manuscripts done 
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for the Adyar Library were bound and 
accessed, the others remaining to be bound 
in due course. 

Repair ami Binding.— 592 books and 36 
manuscripts have been repaired and re¬ 
bound during the year. These figures in¬ 
clude the mending of various manuscripts 
which were in an extremely brittle condi¬ 
tion and required patient care and delicate 
handling. Mr. E. Fernandez has been in 
charge of this work. 

Bulletin. —Two issues of the Bulletin were 
published: Vol. XIX, Part 3-4, December 
1955, and Vol. XX, Part 1-2, May 1956. 

In January 1956 an Editorial Board for 
the Bulletin was created. The members 
of the Board are Mr. N. Sri Ram, Presi¬ 
dent of the Thcosophical Society, Dr. V. 
Raghavan, Head of the Department of 
Sanskrit, Madras University, Dr. K. Kun- 
junni Raja, Lecturer in Sanskrit, Madras 
University, and Miss Ann Kerr, Director 
of the Adyar Library. 

Plans were made for a special Buddha 
Jayanti issue for Vol. XX, Part 3-4, and 
about 14 scholars of Buddhism in many 
different countries were invited, by Dr. V. 
Raghavan on behalf of the Board, to w rite 
for that special issue, about 12 accepting 
the invitation. 

The number of subscriptions and ex¬ 
changes remains about the same as last year 
—100 subscriptions and 103 exchanges. 

Borrowers and Readers. —On September 
30th 1956, the Library membership totalled 
208 (184 Readers; 23 Borrowers, 1 Braille 
Section). The Library, of course, con¬ 
tinues its services to other libraries and 
institutions. 5,856 books and 2,408 manu¬ 
scripts have been consulted during the 
year, and 1,983 books and manuscripts 
have been lent. 

Gifts. —In addition to the gifts of Braille 
books noted above, the Library was pre¬ 
sented, in August 1956, with a gift of 32 
palmlcaf manuscripts by Sri R. Santhana 
Sastri, Raghunathapuram, Tanjore. Most 


of them arc in fairly good condition and 
arc duplicates or triplicates of manuscripts 
already in our Library, but one is new to 
our collection, namely, Astangahrdaya- 
vyakhya. 

Wc continue to receive the gift of the 
Bollingcn Series from the Bollingcn Foun¬ 
dation. a total of seven books in that 
scries having been received during the year. 

In July, the large library of detective 
stories which had at one time belonged to 
Dr. G. S. Arundalc, Mr. C. Jinarajadasa 
and Mr. C. W. Leadbcatcr, and which had 
for some long time been in the office of 
the President of the Thcosophical Society, 
was transferred to the Adyar Library. As 
all the books had to be fumigated and 
there was some uncertainty if they were to 
remain in the Library, the accession of 
these books was delayed until the Presi¬ 
dent’s return to Adyar near the end of 
September. It was decided then that the 
books are to be accessed as part of the 
fiction section of the Adyar Library. 

Visitors. —Among the visitors to the 
Library during the year were Prof. Als- 
dorf, Hamburg University, Mr. Edward 
Marczcwski, Rector of Warsaw Univer¬ 
sity, Gadjin M. Nagao, of Kyoto Univer¬ 
sity, M. Bors, Zurich University, Mr. 
Gordon W. Hcwes, Colorado University, 
Dr. H. Kimura, Kyoto University, Dr. 
Lcinhardt of Gottingen University. 

On behalf of the Council, and on my 
own behalf as the temporary Director of 
the Library, I wish here to express grate¬ 
ful appreciation to Dr. V. Raghavan for 
his helpful service and for all the time and 
knowledge he has so graciously made 
available to the Library in spite of his 
other work and heavy obligations. I 
take this opportunity also to express ap¬ 
preciation to all others who have assisted 
by contributions of service, books and 
money. 

Ann Kerr, 
Director. 



THE SCHOOL OF THE WISDOM 

REPORT ON THE SCHOOL YEAR FOR 1955-56 


The 7th year of the School of the Wis¬ 
dom began on 2nd October 1955 and 
closed on 9th March 1956. 

It was a notable year for several rea¬ 
sons: Our Principal and Director of 
Studies was the President, Mr. N. Sri Ram. 
His inspiring inaugural address was fol¬ 
lowed by his introductions to and/or com¬ 
mentaries on, the large majority of the 
many subjects which were presented in the 
School throughout the year. 

Miss Emma Hunt and Mr. M. Subra- 
maniam divided the faculty responsibility. 
They were assisted by the students, and 
several speakers from Adyar and nearby 
cities, on special subjects. 

The School enrolled a student body of 
21—from 10 countries: U.S.A. 6, Ceylon 
2, Malaya 1, N. Ireland 1, India 5. Aus¬ 
tralia 1, S. Africa I. New Zealand 2, Pakis¬ 
tan 1, England 1. 

The 80th International Convention of 
the Thcosophical Society was held at 
Adyar this year. Most of the students 
did some helpful woik in one or other of 
the various departments during this busy 
time. A few gave short lectures, or con¬ 
tributed to discussions, panels and sym¬ 
posiums. 

There was a wide divergence among the 
students as to length of membership in the 
Thcosophical Society; as to preparatory 
study of the Theosophical tenets; of lang¬ 
uages, and of cultural interests. Yet a 
warm group feeling quickly established 
itself and this prevailed throughout the 
year. 

All avenues of life at Adyar and the 
nearby city of Madras were available to 


the students and many used the contacts 
and privileges thus offered. Several short 
trips were taken by individuals and groups 
from the School to nearby cities, temples, 
and places of historical interest. 

Several teas were given by the President 
and student body, separately and to¬ 
gether. One was an au revoir to those 
who had been resident on the Adyar 
estate during the talks and classes con¬ 
ducted nearby by Sri J. Krishnamurti. 

The students participated in the reli¬ 
gious holidays of the residents of Adyar. 
They were privileged to hear talks given 
by the heads of different departments 
about the work done in each and then to 
make a subsequent expedition to watch 
those departments in action. 

The library co-operation was well or¬ 
ganized and proved very helpful in many 
ways, especially in the research work done 
on some special project in the second 
term. Altogether it was a year of scholas¬ 
tic and cultural opportunity. 

Several lantern talks were given on The 
Mahatma Letters and other subjects by 
Mr. M. Subramaniam. These alternated 
with weekly concerts of Western and 
Eastern music; Lodge activities (in Adyar 
and nearby Lodges) and artistic events in 
Madras. 

The year closed as it began with a talk 
by the President to the School and a few 
friends, after which tea was served, with 
Mr. Sri Ram and Srimati Bhagirathi Sri 
Ram acting as host and hostess to those 
invited. 

The most important keynotes of the 
year might be said to be the differences 
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between knowledge and wisdom; the 
“ head ” and “ heart ” doctrines; and the 
realization that while the forms are born 
and pass away—whether the forms of 
creatures, civilizations, or organizations— 
nothing is lost if the values remain for 
which those forms existed. 

As this School of 1955-56 passes on it 
is to be hoped that none of the true values 


of its all too brief existence will be lost. 
The heart gained wisdom as the head 
acquired knowledge, and the synthesis of 
it all is a greater joy in doing a more use¬ 
ful work in the light of a deeper, wider 
vision from life at Adyar. 

Nedra Ruder, 

Secretary. 



MEMORANDUM 

OF 

ASSOCIATION, ETC. 


CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 
No. 2 of 1905 

I hereby certify, pursuant to Act XXI of 1860 of the Governor- 
General of India in Council entitled “ An Act for the Registration 
of Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies, I860,” that The 
Theosophical Society is duly incorporated as a Society under the 
aforesaid Act. 



(Sd.) A. Periyaswami Moodaliar, 
Station, Madras, Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 

Dated 3rd April 1905. 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


Founded November 17, 1875. Incorporated April 3, 1905. 


In the matter of Act XXI of I860 of the Acts of the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India in Council, being 
an Act for the registration of literary, 
scientific and charitable Societies 

and 

In the Matter of The Theosophical Society 


MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION 


1. The name of the Association is The 
Theosophical Society. 

2. The objects for which the Society is 
established are: 

I. To form a nucleus of the 
Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, with¬ 
out distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or 
colour. 

II. To encourage the study of 
Comparative Religion. Philosophy, and 
Science. 

III. To investigate unexplained laws 
of Nature and the powers latent in 
man. 

(a) The holding and manage¬ 
ment of all funds raised for the above 
objects. 

( b) The purchase or acquisition 
on lease or in exchange or on hire or by 


gift or otherwise of any real or personal 
property, and any rights or privileges 
necessary or convenient for the purposes 
of the Society. 

(c) The sale, improvement, 

management and development of all or 
any part of the property of the Society. 

(</) The doing of all such 

things as are incidental or conducive to 
the attainment of the above objects or 
any of them, including the founding 
and maintenance of a library or 

libraries. 

3. The names, addresses and occupa¬ 
tions of the persons who are members of, 
and form the first General Council which 
is the governing body of the Society, arc 
as follows: 


GENERAL COUNCIL 

Ex-Officio 

President-Founder: —H. S. Olcott, Adyar, Madias, Author. 

Vice-President :—A. P. Sinnett, London. England, Author. 

Recording Secretary:— Hon. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar. Madras, Justice of the High 

Court. 

Treasurer:—'*/ . A. English, M.D., Adyar, Madras, Retired Physician. 
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Alexander Fullerton, General Secietary, 
American Section, 7, West 8lh St., 
New York. 

Upendra Nath Basu, B.A., LL.B.. 
General Secretary, Indian Section, 
Benares, U.P. 

Bertram Kcightlcy, M.A., General Secre¬ 
tary. British Section, 28, Albemarle St., 
London. W. 

W. G. John, General Secretary, Aus¬ 
tralasian Section, 42, Margaret Street, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

Arvid Knos, General Secretary, Scandi¬ 
navian Section, Engclbrcchtsgatan, 7, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


C. W. Sanders, General Secretary, New 
Zealand Section, Queen Street, 
Auckland. N.Z. 

W. B. Fricke, General Secretary, 
Netherlands Section, 76, Amstcldijk, 
Amsterdam. 

Th. Pascal, M.D., General Secretary, 
French Section, 59, Avenue de la 
Bourdonnais, Paris. 

Decio Calvari, General Secretary, 
Italian Section, 380. Corso Umberto 
I., Rome. 

Dr. Rudolf Steiner. General Secretary, 
German Section. 95, Kaiserallce, Fric- 
denau. Berlin. 

Jose M. Masso, Acting General Secretary, 
Cuban Section. Havana, Cuba. 


Additional 


Annie Besant, Benares, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

G. R. S. Mead, London, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

Khan Bahadur Naoroji Dorabji Khan- 
dalvala, Poona. Special Judge, [for 

3 years]. 

Dinshaw Jivaji Edal Behrum. Surat. 

Physician, [for 2 years]. 

4. Henry Steel Oleott. who with the 
late Helena Petrovna Blavatsky and 
others founded the Theosophical Society 
at New Yoik, United States of America, 
in the year 1875, shall hold, during his 
lifetime, the position of President, with 
the title of ** President-Founder,” and he 
shall have, alone, the authority and res¬ 
ponsibility and shall exercise the functions 
provided in the Rules and Regulations 
for the Executive Committee, meetings 
of which he may call for consultation and 
advice as he may desire. 

5. The income and property of the 
Society, whencesoever derived, shall be 
applied solely towards the promotion 
of the objects of the Society as set forth 


Francesca E. Arundalc, Benares, Author, 

[for 2 years]. 

Tammacharla Ramachandra Row, Gooty, 
Retired Sub-Judge, [for 1 year]. 

Charles Blech, Paris, France. Retired 
Manufacturer, [for I year]. 

in this Memorandum of Association, 
and no portion thereof shall be paid or 
transferred directly or indirectly by way 
of dividends, bonus, or otherwise by way 
of profits to the persons who at any time 
arc or have been members of the Society 
or to any of them or to any person claim¬ 
ing through any of them: Provided that 
nothing hciein contained shall prevent 
the payment in good faith of remunera¬ 
tion to any officers or servants of the 
Society or to any members thereof or 
other person in return for any services 
rendered to the Society. 

6. No member or members of the 
General Council shall be answerable 
for any loss arising in the administration 
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or application of the said trust funds or 
sums of money or for any damage to or 
deterioration in the said trust premises 
unless such loss, damage or deterioration 
shall happen by or through his or their 
wilful default or neglect. 

7. If upon the dissolution of the Society 
there shall remain after the satisfaction 
of all its debts and liabilities any pro¬ 
perty whatsoever, the same shall not be 
paid to or distributed among the members 
of the Society or any of them but shall 
be given or transferred to some other 
Society or Association, Institution or 
Institutions, having objects similar to 
the objects of this Society, to be deter¬ 
mined by the votes of not less than 

Witnesses to the signatures: 

(Sd.) WM. G LENNY KEAGEY 

„ Arthur Richardson 

„ Pyare Lal 
„ Peroze P. Meherjee 


three-fifths of the members of the So¬ 
ciety present personally or by proxy 
at a meeting called for the purpose, 
or in default thereof by such Judge or 
Court of Law as may have jurisdiction 
in the matter. 

8. A copy of the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations of the said Theosophical Society 
is filed with this Memorandum of Asso¬ 
ciation, and the undersigned being seven 
of the members of the Governing Body 
of the said Society do hereby certify 
that such copy of such Rules and Regu¬ 
lations of the said Theosophical Society 
is correct. 

As witness our several and respective 
hands, this . .. day of March 1905. 

((Sd.) H. S. Olcott 
„ W. A. English 
„ SUBRAMAN I AM 
„ Francesca E. Arundale 
„ Upendranath Basu 
„ Annie Besant 
»t N. D. Khandalvala 


RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
ASSOCIATION NAMED “THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,” ADYAR, MADRAS 


1. The General Council shall be the 
Governing Body of The Theosophical 
Society. Not less than seven members 
of this Council shall be residents of 
India. 

2. (a) The President, the Vice- 
President, the Treasurer, the Recording 
Secretary and the General Secretaries 
of the component National Societies 
(otherwise called Sections) shall ex- 
officio be members of the General Council. 
The terms of those members of the 
General Council who hold office ex-officio 
shall expire with the vacation of their 
qualifying office. 

(b) The General Council shall 
include not less than 5 and not more 
than 10 Additional Members, among 


whom all past Presidents while in good 
standing shall automatically have place. 
Other members shall on the nomination 
of the President be elected for a tcim of 
three years by vote of the General Council 
at its Annual Meeting, their names having 
been sent to the Members of the General 
Council at least three months before the 
Annual Meeting. 

(c) Members retiring shall be eligi¬ 
ble for re-election. 

(d) The Recording Secretary shall 
be the Secretary of the General Council. 
. 3. It shall be competent for the 
General Council to remove any of its 
members, or any officer of The Society 
excepting the President of The Thco- 
sophical Society and excepting the General 
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Secretaries of National Societies, by a 
three-fourths majority of its whole num¬ 
ber of members, at a special meeting called 
for the purpose, of which at least three 
months’ notice shall have been given, the 
quorum consisting, however, of not less 
than five members. 

4. The General Council shall ordi¬ 
narily meet once a year, at the time of the 
Annual Meeting or Convention of The 
Society; but a special meeting may be 
called at any time by the President, and 
shall be called at any time by him. or if 
not by him. by the Recording Secretary, 
on the written requisition of not less than 
one-fourth of the total number of mem¬ 
bers; but of such special meetings not less 
than three months’ notice shall be given, 
and the notice shall contain a statement of 
the special business to be laid before the 
meeting. 

5. At all meetings of the General 
Council, members thereof may vote in 
person, or in writing, or by proxy duly 
given to another member of the General 
Council for the particular meeting con¬ 
cerned. Except as aforesaid no member 
shall exercise more than one vote. No 
member shall be allowed to exercise more 
than 5 proxy votes. 

Note’. Meetings include Adjourned 
Meetings. 

6. The quorum of an ordinary as well 
as of a special meeting of the General 
Council shall be five members. If there 
be no quorum, the meeting may be ad¬ 
journed sine die , or the Chairman of the 
meeting may adjourn it to another date, 
of which three months* further notice 
shall be given, when the business of the 
meeting shall be disposed of, irrespect¬ 
ive of whether there is a quorum present 
or not. 

7. The President, or in his absence the 
Vice-President, of The Society shall pre¬ 
side at all meetings of The Theosophical 
Society or of the General Council, and 


shall have a casting vote in the case of an 
equal division of the members voting on 
any question before the meeting. 

8. In the absence of the President and 
the Vice-President, the meeting shall elect 
a chairman from among the members 
present at the meeting, and he shall have 
a casting vote in the case of a tie. 

9. The term of office of the President 
shall be seven years. 

10. Six months before the expiration 
of a President’s term of office, or within 
three days of the office becoming vacant, 
the Recording Secretary shall call for 
nominations for the office of President 
from the members of the General Council, 
each of whom shall be entitled to make 
not more than three nominations. Such 
call to members outside India shall be by 
cable, confirmed within two days by air 
and ordinary mails. Each member of the 
General Council who is a General Sec¬ 
retary shall consult with the respective 
National Governing Council and shall 
make his nominations on its behalf. 
Nominations of any member or members 
in good standing, whose consent as laid 
down hereunder shall be necessary for the 
validity of the nomination, shall be sent 
to the Recording Secretary, so as to reach 
him within two months of the date of the 
call for nominations. 

At the expiration of this period the 
Recording Secretary shall place all the 
nominations received along with the rele¬ 
vant papers before the Executive Com¬ 
mittee at a meeting specially convened for 
the purpose. At such meeting the Exe¬ 
cutive Committee shall examine the nomi¬ 
nations. All nominations for which the 
consent of the nominated member has not 
been filed in the office of the Recording 
Secretary within the period of two months 
just preceding shall be rejected as invalid. 
The rest shall be counted, and the names 
of those receiving the three highest num¬ 
bers of nominations, (or any lesser number 
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of names, if less than three are nomi¬ 
nated) together with any others who have 
been nominated by not less than half the 
members of the General Council, but after 
eliminating any who in the meantime have 
died or who have withdrawn their con¬ 
sent to nomination and subject only to 
the provisions of the next following 
paragraph, shall be those to be voted 
upon. The list made by the Executive 
Committee shall not be subject to 
challenge. 

The Recording Secretary shall immedi¬ 
ately in writing communicate all the names 
on the list to each nominee thereon (if the 
nominee is not at Adyar the communica¬ 
tion shall be by telegraph or cable). In the 
event of any death or withdrawal the 
corresponding name shall be struck from 
the list. 

On the tenth day following the meeting 
of the Executive Committee for the exami¬ 
nation of nominations, the Recording 
Secretary shall communicate the list of 
nominees remaining to be voted upon, to 
the General Secretaries, and to Lodges 
and Fellows-at-large attached to the Head¬ 
quarters at Adyar. Such communications 
to the General Secretaries outside India 
shall be by cable, confirmed within two 
days by air mail and ordinary mail, and to 
the others by air mail confirmed within 
two days by ordinary mail. Each General 
Secretary shall take the individual vote of 
each of the voter-members of his Section, 
that is, of members of the National Society 
on his rolls who are not in arrears of an¬ 
nual dues for more than one year at the 
close of the previous official year of the 
Section, and shall communicate the result 
to the Recording Secretary, who shall 
himself take the votes of the Lodges and 
Fcllows-at-largc attached to the Head¬ 
quarters at Adyar, who arc not in arrears 
of annual dues for more than one year at 
the close of the previous official year of 
The Society at Adyar. 


If only one member is nominated, the 
vote so taken shall be on a “ For ” or 
“ Against ” ballot. 

At the expiration of six months from 
the call for nominations by the Recording 
Secretary, the results of the voting shall be 
counted by him. The Executive Com¬ 
mittee shall appoint two of its members 
as scrutineers. The nominee receiving the 
greatest number of votes shall be declared 
elected to the office of President. 

If the voting results in the highest num¬ 
ber of votes being given equally to two or 
more of the nominees, or if the voting 
upon the “ For ” or “ Against ” ballot 
results in the rejection of the one member 
receiving nomination, or if the death of 
any nominee occurs before the counting 
of the votes and the declaration of the 
result, the nomination and election proce¬ 
dure herein provided shall be repeated and 
the President then in office or the Vice- 
President, if he is temporarily filling such 
office, shall continue therein until a new 
President is elected. 

11. (a) The President shall nominate 
the Vice-President, subject to confirmation 
by the General Council, and his term of 
Office shall continue till a new Vice-Presi¬ 
dent has been nominated and his nomina¬ 
tion confirmed by the General Council. 
It shall be his duty, among other things, 
to carry on the executive functions of the 
President in case the President is dead or 
where the Executive Committee finds that 
he is disabled by accident, serious illness 
or otherwise from performing the duties 
of the President. 

( b) Notwithstanding anything here¬ 
in contained the Vice-President doing the 
duties of the President shall continue to be 
the Vice-President of The Society until a 
new Vice-President has been nominated 
and his nomination confirmed by the 
General Council. In case of death, resig¬ 
nation or permanent disability of such 
Vice-President doing the duties of the 
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President, the Executive Committee shall 
appoint a Vice-President who shall hold 
Office until the new President shall have 
nominated a new Vice-President and his 
nomination be confirmed by the General 
Council. 

12. The President shall appoint the 
Treasurer, the Recording Secretary and 
such subordinate officials as he may find 
necessary, which appointments shall be 
reported to the Executive Committee at 
its next following meeting, and shall con¬ 
tinue to be valid unless rejected by a 
majority of votes of the whole number of 
members in the Executive Committee, 
voting in person or by proxy, at the said 
meeting, the newly appointed Treasurer 
or Recording Secretary not being present, 
nor counting as a member of the Executive 
Committee for purposes of such vote. 

13. The Treasurer. Recording Secre¬ 
tary and subordinate officials being assist¬ 
ants to the President in his capacity as 
executive officer of the General Council, 
the President shall have the authority to 
remove any appointee of his own to such 
offices. 

14. The General Council shall at each 
Annual Meeting appoint an Executive 
Committee for the ensuing year, of not 
less than seven and not more than ten 
members, of whom at least six shall be 
members of the General Council. The 
President, the Vice-President, the Trea¬ 
surer, and the Recording Secretary shall 
be ex-officio members. Vacancies caused 
by death or resignation or otherwise may 
be filled by co-optation. 

15. The Executive Committee shall 
meet at least once in every three months 
for the receipt and consideration of ac¬ 
counts and the despatch of any other 
business. A special meeting may be called 
by the President whenever he thinks fit, 
and such meeting shall be called by him, 
or if not by him, by the Recording Secre¬ 
tary, when he is required to do so, by not 


less than three members of the Committee, 
who shall state to him in writing the busi¬ 
ness for which they wish the meeting to 
assemble. 

16. At a meeting of the Executive 
Committee, three members shall consti¬ 
tute a quotum. 

17. The Committee shall, in the ab¬ 
sence of the President and Vice-President, 
elect a Chairman to preside over the meet¬ 
ing and in case of equality of voles the 
Chairman for the time being shall have a 
casting vote. 

18. The President shall be the custo¬ 
dian of all the archives and records of 
The Society, and shall be the Executive 
Officer and shall conduct and direct the 
business of The Society in compliance 
with its rules; he shall be empowered to 
make temporary appointments and to fill 
provisionally all vacancies that occur in 
the offices of The Society, and shall have 
discretionary powers in all matters not 
specifically provided for in these Rules. 

19. All subscriptions, donations and 
other moneys payable to the Association 
shall be received by the President, or the 
Treasurer, or the Recording Secretary, the 
receipt of either of whom in writing shall 
be sufficient discharge for the same. 

20. The securities and uninvested 
funds of The Society shall be deposited in 
the State Bank of India, Madras, or such 
other Bank or Banks as the Executive 
Committee, T.S., shall select; and in 
countries outside of India, in such Banks 
as the President shall select. Cheques 
drawn against the funds shall be signed 
by any two of the following, the President, 
the Treasurer, the Recording Secretary 
and one other person appointed by 
the President for the purpose under 
Rule 12. 

21. (n) Notwithstanding anything in 
these rules to the contrary the President 
may, touching the assets and affairs of 
The Society beyond India, at any time 
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and from time to time by a Power of 
Attorney appoint any persons to be the 
Attorneys of The Society for such period 
and subject to such conditions and for 
such purposes and with such authorities 
and powers as he may think fit, and he 
may if necessary affix the Seal of The 
Society thereto. 

Without prejudice to the general powers 
conferred as aforesaid, the President may 
grant power and authority among others 
to sell, grant mortgage, lease or otherwise 
transfer the assets of The Society, movable 
or immovable, real or personal, and to 
receive subscriptions, donations, legacies, 
moneys and other property movable, or 
immovable, and to institute, continue, 
compromise, compound or refer to arbit¬ 
ration any actions, suits, or other proceed¬ 
ings, and to take and hold shares in any 
Company, and to vote at any meetings 
thereof, and to subdelegate all or any of 
his powers, and to give receipts and re¬ 
leases, and to sign, seal and deliver any 
instrument or document and have the 
same registered. 

( b ) The funds of The Society may 
be invested by the President, with the ad¬ 
vice and consent of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, in Government or other Public 
securities, or in the purchase of immova¬ 
ble property or First Mortgages on such 
property. 

(c) The Adyar Estate of The Soci¬ 
ety in Madras including The Society’s 
original Headquarters and all other pro¬ 
perties in Adyar since acquired by gift, 
purchase or otherwise, shall not at any 
time be disposed of by sale, gift, exchange, 
mortgage or otherwise; save that the Pre¬ 
sident, if specially authorized by a resolu¬ 
tion of the General Council, passed by 
a three-fourths vote of their members, 
voting in person, in writing or by proxy, 
may dispose of such outlying portions of 
the said Adyar Estate, as may be specified 
in such Resolutions. 


(d) The President may, with the 
advice and consent of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, sell, mortgage or otherwise transfer 
any investment in Government or other 
Public securities, or any movable or im¬ 
movable property of The Society o»her 
than those mentioned in Rule 21 (c). 

22. (o) All deeds whereby immovable 
properties belonging to The Society are 
transferred or otherwise dealt with shall 
have affixed to them the Seal of The So¬ 
ciety with the signature of the President 
and of the Recording Secretary. In case 
of the absence of the President or where 
the Executive Committee finds that he is 
too ill to act, it may appoint two of its 
members to sign in place of the President. 

(6) All transfers of movable pro¬ 
perty, if in writing, shall bear the signature 
of the President and of the Recording Scc- 
re»ary but need not have affixed to them 
the Seal of The Society. In case of the 
absence of the President or where the Exe¬ 
cutive Committee finds that he is too ill 
to act, it may appoint two of its members 
to sign in place of the President. 

Note : The procedure detailed in this 
Rule is without prejudice to the powers 
conferred under Rule 21 (a). 

23. The Society may sue and be sued 
in the name of the President. 

24. The Recording Secretary may, 
with the authority of the President, or of 
the two substitutes appointed according 
to Rule 22, affix the Seal of The Society 
on all instruments requiring to be scaled, 
and all such instruments shall be signed 
by the President or by the two substitutes 
above mentioned and the Recording Sec¬ 
retary. 

25. On the death or resignation of the 
President, the Recording Secretary shall 
at once make arrangements for the elec¬ 
tion of a new President, in accordance 
with Rule 10, and until such new President 
is elected the Vice-President shall perform 
the duties of President. 
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Headquarters 

26. Headquarters of The Society are 
established at Adyar, Madras, and arc 
outside the jurisdiction of the Indian 
Section. 

27. The President shall have full power 
and discretion to permit to any person the 
use of any portion or premises in the 
Adyar Estate for occupation and resi¬ 
dence, on such terms as the President may 
lay down, or to refuse permission so to 
occupy or reside. Any person occupying 
or residing under the permission granted 
by the President shall, on a fortnight’s 
notice given by or on behalf of the Presi¬ 
dent, unconditionally quit the premises 
before the expiry of that period. 

Organization 

28. Every person of ten full years of 
age, without distinction of race, creed, 
sex, caste or colour, shall be eligible for 
membership in The Society, but those 
under the age of majority in their respect¬ 
ive countries shall be admitted to mem¬ 
bership only with the written consent of 
parent or guardian. 

29. Admission to membership may be 
obtained through the President of a Lodge, 
the General Secretary of a National Soci¬ 
ety, or through the Recording Secretary; 
and a Diploma of membership shall be 
issued to the Fellow, bearing the signature 
of the President, and countersigned by the 
General Secretary, where the applicant re¬ 
sides within the territory of a National 
Society, or countcisigned by the Record¬ 
ing Secretary, if admission to membership 
has been obtained through the Recording 
Secretary. 

30. Lodges and Fellows, whether un¬ 
attached or attached to a Lodge, residing 
within the territory of a National Society, 
must belong to that National Society, un¬ 
less coming under Rule 31. 

13 


Provided that with the sanction of the 
President a member who belongs to one 
National Society may while retaining his 
membership of that National Society be¬ 
long to another National Society, but he 
shall not be allowed to cast more than 
one vote in matters relating to The Theo- 
sophical Society. 

31. (o) When an individual Fellow in 
good standing, for any serious and weighty 
reason, sufficient in the opinion of the 
President to justify such action, is desirous 
of leaving the National Society to which 
he belongs, but is not desirous of leaving 
The Thcosophical Society, such individual 
Fellow may become directly attached to 
Headquarters, Adyar, severing all con¬ 
nection with the National Society. Such 
application must be made through the 
General Secretary of the National Society 
concerned who shall be under obligation 
duly to forward such application to the 
President as expeditiously as possible. 
This shall equally apply in the case of the 
admission of any new member. 

(b) A Fellow of The Thcosophical 
Society in good standing who is desirous 
of leaving the National Society to which 
he or she belongs or ought to belong under 
Rule 30 and of joining another National 
Society, may be permitted by the President 
to do so provided such Fellow presents 
reason sufficient in the opinion of the Pre¬ 
sident to justify such action, and provided 
further that the application for transfer is 
submitted with the approval of the Gener¬ 
al Secretaries of both National Societies 
concerned. 

This rule shall apply equally in the ease 
of the admission of a new member. 

(c) When a Lodge, for any serious 
and weighty reason, sufficient in the opi¬ 
nion of the President to justify such action, 
is desirous of leaving the National Society 
to which it belongs, but is not desirous of 
leaving The Thcosophical Society, such 
Lodge may become directly attached to 
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Headquarters, Adyar, severing all con¬ 
nection with the National Society. Such 
application must be made through the 
General Secretary of the National Society 
concerned who shall be under obliga¬ 
tion duly to forward such application 
to the President as expeditiously as 
possible. 

Before any Lodge shall have the right 
to apply to be directly attached to Head¬ 
quarters, Adyar, it shall have mailed to 
each of its members individually a notice 
that such application is about to be con¬ 
sidered. Such notice must be mailed not 
less than two weeks before the meeting at 
which such consideration is to take place, 
and voting on the application shall be de¬ 
ferred until two months after that meeting. 
If at such first meeting, or any succeeding 
meeting pursuant thereto, it is decided to 
bring the application to a vote as herein 
provided, a full report of the reasons for 
such action shall at once be sent to the 
General Secretary of the National Society 
concerned. 

Any application for separation from the 
National Society to which a Lodge be¬ 
longs shall be ineffective unless two-thirds 
of the members of the Lodge vote in 
favour thereof. 

(</) In the event of any undue delay 
in the transmission of any application 
under any of the foregoing provisions of 
this Rule, a correct copy of such applica¬ 
tion (duly signed or otherwise authentic¬ 
ated) may be transmitted directly to the 
President by the Fellow or Lodge con¬ 
cerned, and the President may act on such 
copy if in his absolute discretion it appears 
to him to be fit or proper that he should 
so act. Any action so taken by the Presi¬ 
dent shall be as valid and effectual, for all 
purposes, as if it had been taken on the 
original application submitted for trans¬ 
mission to the President. The Fellow or 
Lodge, when forwarding such copy to the 
President directly, shall state the full 


grounds and reasons for the direct trans¬ 
mission. 

32. Lodges or Fcllows-at-largc, in 
countries where no National Society 
exists, must apply for their Charters or 
Diplomas directly to the Recording Sec¬ 
retary, and may not, without the sanction 
of the President, belong to National So¬ 
cieties within the territorial limits of which 
they are not situated or resident. 

33. Any seven Fellows may apply to 
be chartered as a Lodge. In a country 
where no National Society exists the 
application must be forwarded to the 
President of The Society through the 
Recording Secretary. 

34. The President shall have authority 
to grant or refuse applications for Char¬ 
ters, which, if issued, must bear his signa¬ 
ture and that of the Recording Secretary, 
and the Seal of The Society, and be 
recorded at the Headquarters of The 
Society. 

35. (a) A National Society may be 
formed by the President, upon the appli¬ 
cation of seven or more chartered Lodges. 

( b ) The President shall have au¬ 
thority at his discretion to issue (and to 
cancel) certificates of Federation to any 
national group of Lodges not sufficient in 
number or otherwise unable to form or to 
maintain a National Society, as defined in 
these Rules, or where in his judgment 
territorial division or other causes have 
made such Federation necessary or desir¬ 
able. Any such Federation may elect an 
Organizing Secretary or other executive 
officer or officers for the purpose of fur¬ 
ther organization and the transaction of 
Federation business. 

A Federation shall not appoint a Gen¬ 
eral Secretary (as the term is used in these 
Rules) nor be represented on the General 
Council. In all other respects the Rules 
applicable to National Societies and to 
General Secretaries shall apply to Federa¬ 
tions and to their chief executives. 
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(c) The President shall have au¬ 
thority at his discretion to appoint and to 
withdraw appointments of Presidential 
Agents to act under his instructions for 
the purposes of conducting the business 
and administration of The Society in any 
place and in any respect not inconsistent 
with these Rules. Each such appoint¬ 
ment and the power delegated to each 
such Agent shall be evidenced by a Letter 
of Appointment referring to this Rule. 

36. All Charters of National Societies 
or Lodges and all Diplomas of member¬ 
ship derive their authority from the Presi¬ 
dent. acting as Executive Officer of the 
General Council of The Society, and may 
be cancelled by the same authority. 

37. Each Lodge and National Society 
shall have the power to make its own 
Rules which shall not be incompatible 
with the Rules of the National Society to 
which the Lodge belongs or with the Rules 
of The Theosophical Society. 

All Rules of Lodges and National So¬ 
cieties and amendments thereto shall be 
submitted for approval within thirty days 
of their adoption as follows: In the case 
of a Lodge belonging to a National Soci¬ 
ety, all such Rules and amendments shall 
be submitted to the General Secretary of 
that National Society; in the case of a 
National Society or of a Lodge not situat¬ 
ed within the territory of a National 
Society or of a Lodge directly attached to 
Adyar under Rule 31 (r) all such Rules or 
amendments thereto shall be submitted 
directly to the President. 

All Rules and amendments shall be put 
into force if approval has not been refused 
within ninety days of acknowledgment of 
their receipt. 

If by a change made in a Rule of The 
Theosophical Society, any Rule of a Na¬ 
tional Society, which at its inception was 
not incompatible with the Rules of The 
Theosophical Society, ceases to be com¬ 
patible, such a Rule of the National 


Society shall cease to be valid and shall 
be amended so as to be in consonance 
with the Rules of The Theosophical So¬ 
ciety. 

If by a change made in a Rule of a 
National Society, any Rule of a Lodge, 
which at its inception was not incompati¬ 
ble with the Rules of the National Society, 
ceases to be compatible, such a Rule of 
the Lodge shall cease to be valid and shall 
be amended so as to be in consonance 
with the Rules of the National Society. 

38. Every National Society must ap¬ 
point a General Secretary, who shall be 
the channel of official communication be¬ 
tween the General Council and the Na¬ 
tional Society. 

39. The General Secretary of each 
National Society shall forward to the 
President, annually, not later than the 
first day of November, a report of the 
year’s work of his Society, and at any 
time furnish any further information the 
President or General Council may desire. 

40. National Societies hitherto known 
as Sections, which have been incorporated 
under the name of “ The. . . Section of 
The T.S.” before the year 1908, may retain 
that name in their respective countries, in 
order not to interfere with the incorpora¬ 
tion already existing, but shall be included 
under the name of National Societies, for 
all purposes in these Rules and Regula¬ 
tions. 

Finance 

41. (a) The fees payable to the General 
Treasury by Lodges not comprised within 
the limits of any National Society arc as 
follows: for Charter, £1; for each Diploma 
of Membership 5s.; for the Annual Sub¬ 
scription of each Fellow, 5s.; but in the 
case of Lodges comprised within the juris¬ 
diction of a National Society, the Annual 
Subscription of each Fellow shall be the 
amount prescribed forAnnual Subscription 
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by the by-laws or other regulations 
of the National Society within which the 
Lodge exists; or equivalents. 

(b) New members joining otherwise 
than at the beginning of the year shall at 
the time of admission pay their annual 
subscription pro rata for the remaining 
period of the fiscal year at the rate of 
£0-1-3 per quarter. 

42. Fellows-at-large, resident within 
the territory of a National Society under 
the Provision of Rule 31 (a) shall pay to 
the General Treasury as Entrance Fee and 
as Annual Subscription the amounts pres¬ 
cribed by the by-laws or other regulation 
of such National Society, but not less than 
5s. and £1 respectively. 

Fellows-at-large, not resident within the 
territory of a National Society, shall pay 
to the General Treasury an Entrance Fee 
of 5s. and an Annual Subscription of £1. 

43. (o) Each National Society shall 
pay into the General Treasury ten per 
cent of the total amount received for its 
own National dues, and shall remit the 
same to the Treasurer at Adyar on or 
before the first day of September of the 
current year, and the financial year of The 
Society shall close on 30th September. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions 
of Rule 41 (a) and Rule 42, the President 
at his discretion may authorize Presi¬ 
dential Agents to collect dues in territories 
to which they have been appointed and to 
remit in accordance with Rule 43 (a). 

44. In the event of the cancellation of 
any Charter under Rule 36, or the dis¬ 
solution of any National Society or of a 
Lodge, the constituent Charter of the 
National Society or of the Lodge, granted 
by the President, shall ipso facto , become 
forfeited or lapsed, and all property, real 
or personal, including Charters, Diplo¬ 
mas, Seal, Records and other papers be¬ 
longing to or in the custody of such 
National Society or Lodge shall vest as 
follows: 


(a) in The Society, in the case of a 
National Society or of a Lodge not within 
the territory of a National Society or of a 
Lodge coming under Rule 31 (c), (except 
where the law of the country where the 
National Society or Lodge is situated pro¬ 
hibits such vesting, in which case the pro¬ 
perty shall vest as hereinafter provided), 
and delivery shall be made to the Presi¬ 
dent, or to his nominee on his behalf. 

(b) in the National Society in 
which the Lodge is situated, in the case of 
a Lodge within the territory of a National 
Society, said Lodge not coming under 
Rule 31 (c), and delivery shall be made to 
the General Secretary of the said National 
Society. 

No National Society or Lodge whose 
Charter shall have become forfeited or 
lapsed shall continue to use the name, 
motto, or seal of The Society except for 
the purpose of vesting in The Society or 
in the National Society as the case may be 
the real and personal property of such 
National Society or Lodge. 

Provided, nevertheless, that the Presi¬ 
dent shall have power to revive the Char¬ 
ter of the National Society or the Lodge, 
as the case may be, whose Charter shall 
have become so forfeited or lapsed, and to 
transfer the said Charter to other Lodges 
being not less than seven in number, or to 
other Fellows being not less than seven in 
number, as the case may be, or to such 
other nominees of his as in his judgment 
shall seem best for the interests of The 
Society. 

In cases under (a) above, where such 
vesting in The Society is prohibited by the 
law of the country in which is situated the 
National Society or the Lodge whose 
Charter has become forfeited or lapsed as 
aforesaid, the property shall vest in a 
local Trustee or Trustees appointed by 
the President. 

To effect any transfer of property, to 
which The Society may become entitled 
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under this Rule, it shall be lawful for the 
President to appoint an agent or nominee 
for the purpose of executing any necessary 
document or documents, or for taking 
any steps necessary effectually to transfer 
the said property to The Society. 

45. The financial accounts of The So¬ 
ciety shall be audited annually by qualified 
Auditors who shall be appointed by the 
General Council at each Annual Meeting 
for the ensuing year. 

Meetings 

46. The Annual General Meeting or 
Convention of The Society shall be held 
in India in the month of December, at 
such place as shall be determined by the 
Executive Committee in June of each 
year. Lodges desirous of inviting the 
Convention and able to make due arrange¬ 
ments for its accommodation, shall send 
the invitation in March of the current 
year, with particulars of the arrangements 
they propose to make. 

47. At least once in every seven years 
a World Congress of The Thcosophical 


Society may be held out of India, at a 
place and date to be fixed by the 
General Council, but so as not to inter¬ 
fere with the Annual Convention in 
India. 

48. The President shall have the power 
to convene special meetings of The Society 
at his discretion. 

Revision 

49. The General Council, of their own 
motion or on the motion of the Executive 
Committee and after at least three months’ 
notice has been given to each member of 
said Council, may, by a three-fourths vote 
of those members who vote in person, 
in writing, or by proxy, make, alter or 
repeal the Rules and Regulations of The 
Society, in such manner as it may deem 
expedient. 

50. The General Council may frame 
by-laws not inconsistent with these Rules 
and Regulations and may add to, alter, or 
repeal such by-laws, consistently with the 
said Rules and Regulations, as it may 
deem expedient. 
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Ex-Officio Members of General Council 


President: Mr. N. Sri Ram 
Vice-President: Mr. Sidney A. Cook 
Recording Secretary: Miss Emma Hunt 
Treasurer: Mr. Edwin N. Lord 


General Secretaries and Presidential Agents and Organizing Secretaries 


Date of 
formation 

Name of Section 

General Secretary 


Address 

1886 

United States 


Mr. James S. Perkins 

... 

P.O. Box 270, Wheaton, Illinois 

1888 

England 

... 

Mrs. A. L. Berry 

• •• 

50 Gloucester Place, London, W.l 

1891 

India 

... 

Sri Rohit Mehta 

• •• 

Theosophica! Society, Varanasi 1 

1895 

Australia 

... 

Mr. J. L. Davidge 

• • • 

29 Bligh Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 

1895 

Sweden 

... 

Herr Gosta Lindstrom 

• •• 

Ostcrmalmsgatan 12, Stockholm 

1896 

New Zealand 

• •• 

Miss Sandra Chase 


10 Belvedere St., Epsom, Auckland, 






S.E.3 

1897 

Netherlands 

... 

Mr. B. Wouters 

• •• 

Amstcldijk 76, Amsterdam Z 

1899 

France 

• •• 

Monsieur Francis Brunei 


4 Square Rapp, Paris VII 

1902 

Italy 

• • • 

Dr. Giuseppe Filipponio 


Corso Trieste 88, Rome 

1902 

Germany 

... 

Dircktor Martin Boykcn 


Hagenau 15, Hamburg 23 

1905 

Cuba 

... 

Scftor Armando Alfonso Lcd6n. 

P.O. Box 365, Habana 

1907 

Hungary 

• •• 

... 

• •• 

... 

1907 

Finland 

... 

Miss Signc Rosvall 

... 

Vironkatu 7C, Helsinki 

1908 

Russia 

• 

... 

... 

... 

1909 

Czechoslovakia 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1909 

Southern Africa 

... 

Mr. I. G. Mitford-Barbcrton 

P. O. Box 2284, Cape Town 

1910 

Scotland 

• •• 

Mrs. Jean Allan 

... 

17 Queen's Crescent, Glasgow, C.4 

1910 

Switzerland 

... 

Madame Claire Wyss 

• •• 

Brudcrholzstrasse 88, Basle 

1911 

Belgium 

... 

Monsieur Th. Chapcllicr 

... 

334 Rue Vanderkindere, Uccle- 




Bruxelles 

1912 

Indonesia 

• •• 

Mr. Socmardjo 

• •• 

Blavatskypark 5, Mcrdcka-Barat 17, 





Djakarta 

1912 

Burma 

• •• 

U PoLat 

... 

No. 102, 49th Street, Rangoon 

1912 

Austria 

• •• 

Herr F. Schlcifer 

... 

Paracclsusgasse 4, T. 6, Vienna III/40 

1913 

Norway 

... 

Herr Erling Havrevold 

... 

Bjomslcttv. 2b, Lilleakcr, Oslo 

1918 

Egypt • 

• •• 

Mr. Zaki Awad 

... 

(President, “ Hikmct El Kadima" 






Lodge), 18 Emad El Din Street, 
Cairo 

1918 

Denmark 

• •• 

Herr J. H. Mollcr 

... 

Strandvcjen 130a, Aarhus 

1919 

Ireland 

• •• 

Mrs. Evelyn O. Homidge 

... 

31 Pembroke Road, Dublin 

1919 

Mexico 

... 

Scftor Adolfo dc la Pcfta Gil 

... 

Iturbide 28, Mexico D. F. 

1919 

Canada 

... 

Lt.-Col. E. L. Thomson, D.S.O. 

52 Isabella Street, Toronto 5, Ont. 

1920 

Argentina 


Scftor Enrique O. Goss writer ... 

Casilla Correo No. 238, Rosario 





(Pcia. Santa Fe) 

1920 

Chile 

• •• 

Scftor Ricardo Michell A.-P. 

... 

Casilla 3603, Santiago 

1920 

Brazil 

... 

Tcnentc Armando Sales 

... 

Rua Anita Garibaldi 29, 11° andar. 






Sao Paulo 

1920 

Bulgaria 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

1921 

Iceland 

... 

Mr. Sigvaldi Hjdlmarsson 

... 

Ingolfsstr. 22, Reykjavik 

1921 

Spain 

• •• 

... 

• •• 

... 


* No Section; Lodge only. 
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Date of 
formation 

Name of Section 

General Secretary 


Address 

1921 

Portugal 

Mr. Felix Bermudes 

• •• 

Rua Passos Manoci 20, Lisbon 

19 22 

Wales 

Miss E. Claudia Owen 

• •• 

10 Park Place, Cardiff 

1923 

Poland 

aM 

• •• 

... 

1925 

Uruguay 

Seftor Mario Radaclli 

• •• 

Palacio Diaz, 18 dc Julio 1333, Mon¬ 
tevideo 

Box 8774, Fernandez Juncos, Santurcc 

1925 

Puerto Rico 

Senora Esperanza C. Hopgood. 

1925 

Rumania 

... 

• •• 

... 

1925 

Yugoslavia 

... 

• •• 

... 

1926 

Ceylon 

Mr. N. K. Choksy, Q.C. 


Roshanara, 20 Clifford Road, Green 


Path, Colpetty, Colombo 3 

1928 

Greece 

Monsieur Timos Vratsanos 

• •• 

Patission 204, Athens (8) 

1929 

Central America ... 

Senor Miguel Mongc Echandi 

P.O. Box 797, San Josi, Costa Rica 

1929 

Paraguay 

... 

... 

... 

1929 

Peru 

... 

Ml 

... 

1933 

Philippines 

Dr. Benito F. Reyes 

... 

P. Florentino Corner Iba Streets, 




Quezon City 

1937 

Colombia 

Sefiorita Corina Martinez 





Sanders 

• •• 

Apartado Postal 539, Bogoti 

1947 

East Africa 

Mr. Vallabhdas H. Kapadia 

• •• 

P.O. Box 354, Zanzibar 

1948 

Pakistan * 

Mrs. Gool K. Minwalla 

• •• 

Noonan Road, Karachi 3 

1948 

Malaya and 





Singapore t 

Dr. C. H. Ycang 

• •• 

88 China St., Penang 

1949 

Northern Ireland*... 

Dr. Hugh Shearman 

• •• 

18 Brookhill Ave., Belfast 

1950 

State of Israel * ... 

Mr. Hans Zeuger 

... 

P.O. Box 1264, Jerusalem 

1951 

Japan 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

1952 

Vict-Nam 

Mr. Pham-Ngoc-Da 

• •• 

Dircctcur dc I’Ecole dcs Fillcs, Chau- 



doc, Sud Viet-Nam 

1953 

Venezuela 

Seftor Pablo Bonilla T. 

• •• 

Apartado 2907, Caracas 

1956 

West Africa t 

Mr. K. Brakatu Ateko 

... 

P.O. Box 720, Accra, Ghana 


Additional Members of the General Council 

Mr. R. M. Alpainvalla, 179 Lamington Cross Road, Bombay 7 (for 1956, 1957 and 
1958). 

Mr. J. E. van Dissf.l, Dirk Boutslaan 18, Eindhoven, Holland (for 1957, 1958 and 1959). 

Dr. G. Srinivasa Muru, The Thcosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 20 (for 1956, 1957 
and 1958). 

Mr. H. S. L. Polak, 49 Earls Ave., The Leas, Folkestone, England (for 1956, 1957 and 
1958). 

Dr. Hugh Shearman, 36 Cliflonville Road, Belfast, United Kingdom (for 1957, 1958 
and 1959). 

Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale, The Thcosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 20 (for 
1955, 1956 and 1957). 

Miss Ann Kerr, Assistant Recording Secretary, The Thcosophical Society, Adyar, 
Madras 20 (for 1957, 1958 and 1959). 

Mr. Geoffrey Hodson, The Thcosophical Society, 10 Belvedere St., Epsom, Auckland, 
New Zealand (for 1956, 1957 and 1958). 

Mr. C. R. Groves, 68 Burlington Avenue, Kew Gardens, Surrey, England (for 1957, 
1958 and 1959). 

• Presidential Agency \ Presidential Agents and Organizing Secretaries arc not members of the 
t Federation J General Council. 



MINUTES 


Of Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society, held in the 
President's house at Adyar, on Tuesday , 1st January, 1957, at 9.00 a.m. 


Present: 

President (in the Chair). 

Proxy for the General Secretaries of the 
Theosophical Society in England, Finland, 
France and Scotland. 

Recording Secretary, and Proxy for the General 
Secretaries of the Theosophical Society in 
Australia and Ceylon. 

Treasurer. 

General Secretary of the Theosophical Society 
in India, and Proxy for the General Secretary 
of the Theosophical Society in Burma. 

Additional Member, and Proxy for the General 
Secretary of the Theosophical Society in 
America. 

Additional Member. 

Additional Member, and Proxy for the General 
Secretary of the Theosophical Society in 
Cuba and for Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, Addi¬ 
tional Member. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes .—The Minutes of the Meeting of 31st December, 1955, 
having been circulated to the Members of the General Council, were taken as read and 
were adopted and signed. 

2. Matters arising out of the Minutes: 

(a) Amendment to Rule JO of the Rules and Regulations of the Theosophical 
Society.—To receive the Report of the Committee appointed by the General Council. The 
following Report, addressed to the President, was submitted by the Committee: 

Dear Brother: 

At the Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society held in 
December 1953 at Adyar a Committee was appointed to make recommendations 
regarding the revision of Rule 10 of the International Constitution. I am submitting 
this report to you on behalf of that Committee. 

As members of the Committee reside in different countries much of the work had 
to be done by correspondence, it being difficult to meet for consultation. This diffi¬ 
culty has been the main cause of delay in submitting this report. 

The Committee has now met on two occasions in December 1956 and after care¬ 
ful consideration of all suggestions for revision of Rule 10, as summarized in the Re¬ 
cording Secretary's letter of 20th April 1956 to members of the General Council, and 


Mr. N. Sri Ram 

Miss Emma Hunt 

Mr. Edwin N. Lord 
Mr. Rohit Mehta 

Miss Ann Kerr 

Mr. H. S. L. Polak 
Srimati Rukmini Devi 
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replies received, the Committee recommends the following suggestion proposed by 
the Recording Secretary: 

“ In order to satisfy every member of the General Council who has made pro¬ 
posals in regard to the number of nominees who should be on the ballot paper 
when voting takes place for a President, the following four amendments be put for¬ 
ward, pro forma , to be voted upon: 

1. That para 2 of Rule 10 remain as at present in regard to the number to be 
on the ballot paper, but be changed in such a way as to ensure that if any one or 
more of the three having the highest number of nominations docs not wish to go 
on the ballot, the next highest on the list shall be substituted. 

2. That the Rule be changed to read * five ’ instead of ‘ three ’. 

3. That the Rule be changed to read * seven ’ instead of 4 three ’. 

4. That paragraph two of the Rule be deleted and the names of all the nomi¬ 
nees appear on the ballot paper.” 

The Committee further suggests to the General Council that the amendment 
receiving the highest number of votes be then put forward as a Resolution to be voted 
upon. According to the International Constitution this Resolution when submitted 
for final vote will need three-fourths vote of those members who vote in person, in 
writing or by proxy for being accepted for the purposes of revision of that part of 
Rule 10 which deals with the number of nominees whose names should go on the 
ballot paper. 

The Committee, while recommending to the General Council that all the four 
above-mentioned amendments should be sent pro forma to the members of the Gcncial 
Council to be voted upon by them, desires to point out that it would be inadvisable 
to adopt a method of election which would result, through a wide scattering of votes, 
in a President being elected on a minority vote of the general membership of the So¬ 
ciety. The President elected on a minority vote of the Society will become only a 
figurehead unable to freely initiate policies and principles for the well-being of the 
Society. So far, every President has commanded the confidence of the whole Society, 
or practically the whole Society. If, however, the President is elected by a minority 
vote he will tend to be a party-man, which, in an organization standing for a quality 
of universality, would do incalculable harm. 

We trust that the members of the General Council will bear this fact in mind 
when exercising their votes on the above-mentioned amendments so that a wide scat¬ 
tering of votes may be avoided in the method of election that is finally adopted to 
elect a President of the Theosophical Society. 

The Committee has received many suggestions as to revision of Rule 10 on such 
points as clarification in regard to 4 eligibility to vote,’ responsibility regarding 4 written 
consent of nominee,’ etc., etc. The Committee recommends that in order to make 
a clear issue on the major point of the number of nominees to be on the ballot paper, 
such suggestions be held over until the following year. 

Emma Hunt, 

18th December 1956. Recording Secretary. 


14 
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In his comments on the Report the President said: 

“ While Colonel Oleott was still President and up to the year 1931 (two years 
before Dr. Besant’s death), the Rule, as it stood, required that he who is elected as 
President must have received not less than two-thirds of the votes cast by the mem¬ 
bers. So much importance was attached to the confidence which the members should 
have in the President. Dr. Besant was elected several times with such a large majority. 
The change in 1931 was made because it was thought that there might be no one after 
her able to command such a majority. The Rule, as changed then, therefore, re¬ 
quired only that the candidate who receives the largest number of votes should be 
declared elected, and this is the present Rule. It was brought in and adopted after 
much consideration. It sought to embody a method which would combine voting 
by all the members (for one or other of a number of nominees), with a preliminary 
considered choice of the nominees by a very representative and responsible body, 
namely the General Secretaries (who arc required to consult their national councils) 
and the other members of the General Council. 

The Rule, as it stands, also embodies the important principle that a candidate 
for the Presidentship should not be one who is putting himself forward, as in ordinary 
political elections, but one who is called upon by the General Council to serve the 
Society as President, if the nomination is approved by the votes of the members 
generally. 

The important thing to ensure, whatever may be the method of election, is that 
it should result in the election of a President who would command the confidence of 
the entire Society, as indicated by a good proportion of the votes of the members, or 
at least a very good proportion of the votes cast by the members. If we are to have 
a President elected by, say, one-fourth or one-fifth of the votes cast, on account of 
the total number of votes becoming split amongst a number of nominees, the person 
who is elected would be either a party-man or just an administrative head, as pointed 
out by the Rule 10 Committee. Such procedure may seem democratic, but the result 
would be undemocratic; there would not be that relationship between the President 
and the members everywhere which should exist in such a Society as ours. It is not 
improbable, when the votes arc scattered, that a nominee who is supported by a large 
number of votes in a big Section may get elected with very little support from other 
Sections. He would then be more of a National representative than a truly Inter¬ 
national head. The condition that there should be a number of nominations by 
members of the General Council, representing different Sections, was intended to 
obviate this. 

The President of this Society will be able to maintain the solidarity of the Society 
only if he can in some measure infuse into it a spirit to which all the members all over 
the world are able to respond. Whatever is the method which will bring about this 
happy and satisfactory result will enable the Society to go forward as a whole.” 


The General Council, in accepting the Report, directed that in accordance with 
the suggestion of the Committee, the four amendments listed therein should be sent out 
pro forma early in 1957 to be voted upon, and that the Committee’s Report should go 
out with the voting paper. 
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The Council further directed that the amendment receiving the highest number of 
votes be then put forward pro forma as a Resolution to be voted upon in accordance with 
the Rules of the Society. 

(b) The Theosophical Society in France. —The President reported that there were 
no further developments of the situation in that Section. 

(c) The Theosophical Society in Peru— The President reported that on his 
visit to Peru in July 1956 he had found the situation in the Peruvian Section of such a 
nature as to require him to withdraw its Charter. He had addressed a letter, dated the 
9th August 1956, to the Lodges and Members, informing them of the temporary suspen¬ 
sion of the Section and the withdrawal of the Charter. Three Lodges whose members 
were in good standing have in the meantime been directly affiliated to Adyar. They arc 
Lodges “ H. P. B.,” “ Evolucion ** and “ Paz y Amor ”. The other Lodges whose mem¬ 
bership was uncertain have been declared to be non-existent at present. 

The President has appointed Scnor Jorge Torres Ugarriza to be the custodian of 
the records and properties of the Section and a list or inventory of the properties is to be 
sent to Adyar. 

3. Amendment to Rule 20 of the Rules and Regulations of the Theosophical Society , 
as recommended by the General Council at its meeting held on 31st December 1955. —The 
amendment to Rule 20 having obtained the required majority of votes was declared 
adopted as follows: 

Rule 20 (Alterations shown in italics): 

“ The securities and uninvested funds of the Society shall be deposited in the 
State Bank of India , Madras, or such other Bank or Banks as the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, T. S., shall select. Cheques drawn against the funds shall be signed by any 
two of the following: the President, the Treasurer, the Recording Secretary and 
one other person appointed by the President for the purpose under Rule 12.” 

In favour .. 34 

Against .. Nil 

4. To consider proposal received from Mr. J. L. Davidge , General Secretary of the 
Theosophical Society in Australia , regarding amendment to Rule 28 of the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations of the Theosophical Society and providing an additional Rule 28(a). —Mr. 
J. L. Davidge, the General Secretary of the Theosophical Society in Australia, had pro¬ 
posed the following amendment and addition to the International Rules and Regulations: 

Present Rule 28: 

“ Every person of ten full years of age, without distinction of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour, shall be eligible for membership in The Society, but those under 
the age of majority in their respective countries shall be admitted to membership 
only with the written consent of parent or guardian.” 

Proposed Amendment (additions shown in italics): 

“ Every person of ten full years of age, without distinction of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour, shall be eligible for membership of The Society, but those under 
the age of majority in their respective countries shall be admitted to membership 
only with the written consent of parent or guardian unless the succeeding clause 
applies .” 
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Proposed New Additional Rule: 

“28(a). The Executive Committee upon a written request from any National 
Society may, in respect of that National Society, if it sees fit, determine an age less 
than that of majority of the particular country at which applicants for membership 
who are below the age of majority can be admitted to membership without the consent 
of parent or guardian." 

Reasons for Revision: [Given by Mr. J. L. Davidge]. 

“This is similar to a previous submission [sec General Council Agenda 1954 
and Minutes of General Council Meeting, 25th December 1954] but with the im¬ 
portant difference that any authority given to a particular Section would be to 
admit minors under some specified age (e.g., 18) without parents’ consent whereas 
the previous suggestion would have given authority (although this was not intended) 
for the admission of minors of 10 years of age without parents’ consent. 

“ We would also make the following points: 

(1) We do not seek a change applying to any other country as we feel each 
country is the best judge of its own conditions. If this rule were passed and if the 
Australian Section applied for permission to admit minors at 18 without parents* 
consent, and were granted such permission, then the present general rule would 
still apply to all other countries unless they made specific application for a variation 
in terms of the new rule. 

(2) We would point out that a young person of 18 who can support himself is, 
in Australia, legally entitled to leave home, and quite a number do. If he is com¬ 
petent to keep himself, surely he is competent to make his own decision about 
joining the Thcosophical Society. 

(3) There are no legal difficulties in admitting minors without parents’ consent 
in Australia. The worst that could happen is that we might not be able to take 
them to court to make them pay their dues (which we are not in the habit of doing 
in respect of any member). We have legal opinion to support this contention. 

(4) We feel that Lodge Committees can adequately deal with any case in which 
admitting a minor would cause trouble in a family and that they would naturally 
suggest such a person did not join. The present rule debars young people who 
have already made a break with their family from joining. No useful purpose is 
served in refusing membership in this case. 

(5) The main point at issue is not, however, whether minors should be admitted 
against their parents’ wishes but whether they should be asked for their parents’ 
consent. When the average young person in Australia reaches the age of 18 years 
he uses much personal initiative in the ordering of his affairs. We think that the 
seeking of parental consent for joining the Thcosophical Society, at this age of the 
applicant, is not in keeping with the average family relationships as they exist in 
this country.” 

The proposed changes were circulated to the members of the General Council. 
There was some support along the proposed line but there were also several strong 
objections. 
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The Council gave careful consideration to the whole question in the light of views 
expressed. It was finally agreed that it was inadvisable to place the responsibilities 
on a President or an Executive Committee as such changes in the Rule as proposed 
would entail. 

The Council decided to put forward a Resolution to be voted upon to change the 
Rule to read: 

Rule 28 (Alteration shown in italics): 

“ Every person of ten full years of age, without distinction of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour, shall be eligible for membership in The Society, but those under 
the age of eighteen shall be admitted to membership only with the written consent 
of parent or guardian.” 

5. Election of four (4) Additional Members of the General Council for the years 
1957 , 1958 and 1959. —The under-mentioned members were declared duly elected as Addi¬ 
tional Members of the General Council for a period of three years (1957, 1958 and 1959). 


The results of the voting were as follows: 

No. 

of Votes 


In favour 

Against 

Mr. C. R. Groves 

37 

— 

Mr. J. E. van Dissel 

36 

— 

Miss Ann Kerr 

36 

— 

Dr. Hugh Shearman 

36 



6. The Treasurer's Report for 1955-56. —The audited financial statements of the 
Society for the official year ended 30th September, 1956, presented by the Hon. Treasurer 
with his report and recommended for adoption by the Executive Committee, were given 
consideration and approved. 

7. The Budget for 1956-1957. —The Budget estimates for the year ending 30th 
September, 1957, passed by the Executive Committee at a meeting held on 31st December, 
1956, were adopted as detailed:— 
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THE T.S. HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, BUDGET FOR 1956-57 




Budget 

Actuals 

Budget 



Budget 

Actuals 

Builget 

EXPENSE 


for 

for 

for 

INCOME 


for 

for 

for 



1955-’56 

1955-’56 

1956-’57 



1955-’56 

1955-’56 

1956-57 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Establishment—Salaries 










and Wages 


32.000 

31.569 

35.500 

Rent 


52,000 

50.231 

50,000 

Repairs and Renewals 


30,000 

38,051 

30,000 

Fees and Dues 


24,000 

28.945 

25,000 

Garden Expenses 


44.290 

36,369 

40.840 

Conservancy Charges 

• •• 

1,400 

1.319 

1,400 

Light and Water 


4,000 

3.489 

3.500 

Garden Income 


33,950 

33.703 

34,840 

Miscellaneous 


7,000 

7,133 

7,000 

Casuarina 

... 

2,000 

3,784 

4,000 

Postages, Telegrams and 










Telephone 


3,000 

2.555 

3,000 

Administration 





Printing and Stationery 

... 

3,500 

3,844 

3,500 

Charges 

• •• 

7,130 

7,130 

7,130 

Publications to General 





Interest (Gross) 


40,000 

40,069 

40,000 

Secretaries 


800 

642^ 

700 






Sanitation Expenses 

• •• 

4,900 

5.08! 

5.000 

Special Departments: 





Taxes 


14,500, 

13,868] 

14.000 






Interest on Funds and 





Engineering 





Accounts 


10,000 

9.748 

10,000 

Department 


1,13,480 

1,47.846 

1,25,880 

Convention 


3.000 

4.715 

4.500 

Vasanta Press 


1,41,690 

1,29.315 

1,38,000 

Watch and Ward 

• •• 

13,800 

11,688 

13,800 

Laundry 


5,200 

5,879 

6,000 

Contributions: 





Donations 



48,644 







Deficit 


52,910 

9,923 

64,370 

Adyar Library 

... 

5,000 

5,000 

5.000 






Dispensary 

• •• 

3,500 

4,012 

3,500 






President’s Travelling 










Fund 


6,600 

6,600 

6,600 






Museum and Archives 


100 

82 

100 






The School of the 










Wisdom 

... 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 






Bhojanasala 


900, 

i 3,298 

1,000 






Lcadbeatcr Chambers 


2,000 

1.956- 

2,000 






Depreciation 

• •• 

17,800 

18,463' 

18,500 






Special Departments: 










Engineering Department 


1,13,480 

1,45.720 

1,25,880 






Vasanta Press 


1,41,690 

1.40.385 

1,50,000 






Laundry 

• •• 

6,900 

7,520 

7,700 








4,73,760 

5,06,788 

4,96,620 



4,73,760 

5,06,788 

4,96,620 


For The Thcosophical Society, 

EDWIN N. LORD, 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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8. The Appointment of Auditors for 1956-57 .—It was resolved that Messrs. V. 
Soundararajan & Co., Registered Accountants, be re-appointed Auditors for the year 
1956-57 on the same remuneration and on the same terms and conditions as in the pre¬ 
vious year. 


Ex-Officio 


9. Appointment of the Executive Committee for J957 .—The following members 
were appointed: 

President 
Vice-President 
Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Radha S. Burnicr 
Miss Ann Kerr 
Mr. N. Naganathan 
Mr. K. S. Rajagopalan 
Srimati Rukmini Devi 
Mr. S. G. Vcnkataramanan 


10. Any other Business: 

(a) Award of the Suhha Row Medal .—The President proposed that the Subba 
Row Medal be given to Miss Clara Codd for her contribution to Thcosophical literature. 

The Council approved this proposal. 

(b) Letter from Dr. Giuseppe Gasco, Italy .—In a letter addressed to the Pres¬ 
ident and to Members of the General Council, Dr. Giuseppe Gasco, former General 
Secretary of the Italian Section of the Thcosophical Society, requested that owing to cer¬ 
tain disharmonies in the Italian Section the Esoteric School in Italy be closed. The letter 
is signed by Dr. Gasco and by the recently elected General Secretary, Dr. Giuseppe 
Filipponio. 

The General Council agreed with the views of the President that the Esoteric School 
is not constitutionally and legally a part of the Thcosophical Society. It is a separately 
registered body under the law of India and is a strictly private organization. The Council 
is satisfied that the Esoteric School does not in any way interfere in the affairs of the Thco¬ 
sophical Society, there have been no complaints from any other Section, and in any case 
it is quite out of order for the General Council either to take the question of its suspension 
in Italy into consideration or to make any recommendation to that effect to a separate 
and independent body such as the Esoteric School or to the effect that the Esoteric School 
should be incorporated into the Theosophical Society as desired in the aforesaid letter. 

(c) Rehabilitation and War Distress Relief—The following cable from Mr. 
J. E. van Disscl, General Secretary of the European Federation, received by the President, 
was placed before the Council: 

“ Situation Eastern European countries may require soon carrying out Jina- 
rajadasa’s plan establish rehabilitation and war distress relief funds. European 
Federation wants be prepared for both rehabilitation work and support individual 
members. Ask President take initiative sending out world appeal.” 

The Council authorized the President to take whatever action he thought neces¬ 
sary. It was of the view that Mr. van Dissel might himself draft an appeal to members 
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and Sections on behalf of the European Federation and send it to the President 
for consideration. 

(d) Resolution from Mrs. A. L. Berry , General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in England , on behalf of her Executive Committee. —The Resolution was as follows: 

“ That the General Council take immediate steps to provide the President with 
a travelling courier/secretary to accompany him on his tours, to make all arrange¬ 
ments re tickets, luggage, hospitality, and all other details incidental to travelling 
and to deal with correspondence en route. The cost of such a courier/sccrctary’s 
salary, travelling expenses and hospitality (when necessary) to be financed by such 
means as the General Council thinks fit.” 

The President said that there was already a Resolution of the Executive Committee 
of the Society which permits the President’s Travelling Fund to be used for a Secretary to 
travel with him, and that on his last tour he had been accompanied by Seflor Alfredo 
Puig, since a translator was needed. Normally Miss Elithe Niscwangcr, who is the Pre¬ 
sident’s Secretary, travels with him as required except in India. 

The President asked that Mrs. A. L. Berry and the members of her Executive Com¬ 
mittee be thanked. 

(e) Proposal from Dr. Hugh Shearman , Organizing Secretary of the Northern 
Ireland Federation. 

Dr. Hugh Shearman proposed that Rule 35(b) be amended so as to make it un¬ 
necessary that when forming a Federation all Lodges should be in the same country. 

The Council decided that the proposal would require careful consideration and 
that it should be held over until the next meeting of the General Council. 


Emma Hunt, 
Recording Secretary. 



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS, 1956 


National Sections (Active) 



40 


No. of 

No. of 

Presidential Agencies (Active) 

• 

2 

Lodges Members 

Federations formed under 

Rule 


31. Brazil 

35 

976 

35(b) 


• « 

3 

32. Bulgaria 

— 

— 

Total Lodges (1956) 


• • 

1,366 

33. Iceland 

11 

367 

Total Membership: 




34. Spain 

— 

— 

1955 


. . 

32,902 

35. Portugal 

13 

252 

1956 


9 m 

33.904 

36. Wales 

6 

186 





37. Poland 

— 

— 

Increase 


# m 

1.002 

38. Uruguay 

7 

90 





39. Puerto Rico 

7 

90 





40. Rumania 

— 

— 


No. of 

No. of 

41. Yugoslavia 

— 

— 


Lodges Members 

42. Ceylon 

11 

147 

I. United States of 




43. Greece 

8 

223 

America 


145 

4.194 

44. Central America 

9 

149 

2. England 


111 

3,069 

45. Paraguay 

— 

— 

3. India 


417 

6.802 

46. Peru (Lodges at¬ 



4. Australia 


16 

1.225 

tached to Adyar) 

3 

53 

5. Sweden 


21 

393 

47. Philippines 

14 

204 (1955) 

6. New Zealand 


19 

1,063 

48. Colombia 

13 

140 

7. Netherlands 


37 

1.641 

49. East Africa 

20 

714 

8. France 


47 

1.429 

50. Pakistan* 

7 

270(1955) 

9. Italy 


29 

1,080 

51. Malaya & Singapore* 4 

107(1952) 

10. Germany 


20 

492 

52. N. Ireland* 

3 

69 

11. Cuba 


23 

552 

53. Vict-Nam 

11 

393 

12. Hungary 


— 

— 

54. State of Israel* . 

3 

33 

13. Finland 


22 

538 

55. Venezuela 

9 

118 

14. Russia 


— 

— 

56. Japan 

— 

— 

15. Czechoslovakia 


— 

— 

57. West Africa* 

4 

129 

16. Southern Africa 


13 

665 

58. Canadian Federation 9 

230 

17. Scotland 


19 

238 

59. Fcllows-at-largc 

— 

12 

18. Switzerland 


12 

225 

60. Lodges and members 


19. Belgium 


12 

359 

attached to Adyar: 


20. Indonesia 


22 

850 

Libcrtad (Argentina) 


21. Burma 


7 

77 

• 

1 

20 

22. Austria 


13 

310 

Bolivia 

4 

50 

23. Norway 


9 

168 

Others 

15 

340 

24. Egypt (Lodge only) 


1 

21 

•» • 

3 

ZoZ 

25. Denmark 


13 

343 

— 

-- 


26. Ireland 


4 

48 

Total 

1,366 

33,904 

27. Mexico 


26 

537 

— 



28. Canada 


13 

394 




29. Argentina 


57 

1,397 




30. Chile 


9 

150 





Emma Hunt, 

• Presidential Agency. Recording Secretary. 

t Federation. 







